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This picture is attributed to Julio Romano ; but there 
i» no positive evidcuce of its being by the hand of that 
master. It formed, no doubt, a part of the pannels of 
some great work, or idled a vacuum in some extensive 
gallery. Although it is impossible, at this distance of 
time, to ascertain its real author, it bears evident marks 
of the Roman school. If it be, in fact, the production of 
Julio Romano, it is imagined that it was produced at the 
lime when that celebrated artist imitated the style of 
Raphael. The iigure is remarkable fur the grace of its 
attitude and the chastity of its design ; and the drapery is 
arranged in the most tasteful manner. 
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SCHAH ABAS. 


It U impossible in the follDwing short and simple 
notice to give any just idea of the long and brilUant 
reign of, this distuguished prince. 

Abas, the third son of Kbodabendeb, ascended 
the throne of Persia in 1585, immediately after the 
death of his brother, Schah Ismael. He was, at that 
epoch. Viceroy of Herat, in KboragSn, and engaged 
in a dispute with the Uzbeks, who had possessed them« 
selves of that province. He soon sncceeded in ex- 
pelling them ; and pushed bis conquests so far towards 
India, that he took, among- his titles, that of PadtcMk 
Sind, (King of Sind). He possessed himself also of 
sundiy other provinces dependant upon the Mogul em- 
pire, such as Kaboul, Quendahkr, &c. His arms were 
less victorious against the Turks ; for while he was oc- 
cupied on the borders of India, in 1618, .they made a 
descent into Mazenderan, but were at length repulsed. 
Abas reconquered not only the Mazenderan and Cbyr* 
van, but drove the enemy beyond Van and Teflys, and 
took Bagdat and Bassorah. Armenia was ravaged, and 
30,000 families transported into Mazenderan, a countiy 
that, until that period, had been a desert. 

N 

In depopulating Armenia, from whence be drew the 
inhabitants to the very centre of bis dominions. Abas 
had a double motive. The Turks, with whom be was 
frequently at war, never foiled falling upon Armenia, 
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where dicj fonnd ample subutteace. Hie depopulatidii 
of this province was, therefore, prqndicial to them in 
the extreme. He also well knew, that the principal and 
original source of width, and oiose^oently of the pros- 
per!^ of a great empire, was commerce ; for which rea- 
son he endeavoured to natnrdize, among the Persians, 
a natiott, in Ihet, incousideMble, bat justly eelebrated 
thttN^out Asia, by its skiU in commercial operations, 
and by the immense telations it maintained with the 
different parts of the East, however distant. 

In IdkS,. with the - assistance of the Engfish, with 
. whom he had entered into an dKanee, he took Ormmr 
Aom the Portuguese: and, after a glorious reign of 
Ihr^-five. years, Sehah Abas died at Zasoayn, in l(ie9« 
In the Impend Libraiy, at Paris, there is a histoiy of 
tids monarch, written in Persian, in one large volume, 
.ftiiio, which is extremely curious. He was the first who 
made Iqiahatt the capitd of Persia. 






Hbtoden mu^ ind ' j^idd'vot 
•oy afi^tioii. To co^lete ;hw. 
could' »p!C8l( i|o ]aagaa|^i?bB|i' ^ ^ which he W 

Btitedy igaonm^ .P° Np. 

theticaUy jraeate^Ms t^d Utdejcwrakd 

by Mft ciBitftierf* vbo»t6ld him;?^ii^^ co«)d; no^ 
Uhe private pcivoai^ /chcae 

receive their wives from the mgi^at end feocy of 
othyrs. 



He was indei^ so 


^^, with*hi^ choice, that li^e 
deliberated in cepncih whetm the match riioitldiiiot tie' 
diaeolvedi .and d^e seot hack to her own country; hut 
the situation of his afiaire was, at this period 6f tinie* 
nnnsnally critical. The Empemr was then at Pa 
yirit to the King of Fruice, a^ Heniy. suspec| 
of some design inimical to his interests. It %as i 
to form a counterbaladcing league among the Princes of 
jQermaoy. He knew, that if .he duinissed theTrinoess 
.of(5leves, such an affront would he 'highly resented' by 
her family and friends, who .were sn&ciently powerinl, 
when united, to revenge any insult waotonly offered* 
them. He was, therefore, notwithstanding his averrion 
to her, under the necessity of . completing the marriage, 
and told Cromwell, *^that as matters had gone sO far, 
he must e’en put his neck into the collar.* ^ 

They were accordi||gIy married on the 6th of January, 
wirii the* usual pomp. Cromwell, who had pri^moted jff is 
junion with a peitoveriuce Whirii uw* latiri .to .hiiuseff. 


«pi iAcNe;int«fiik.^*iMhM naa4]F!icoooeni^ b the dtgvM 
9l^|i^iur whidifbe aew.Qneea mn toi8i^ojr» ipwaasiow 
b'l*miift^b.:i|ke.Kuig» Ml tibflfcniimg IbOownig tbt 
varriage, ■’•bather Jw iio«tliked;liii apouia hatter^- hut 
Beoiy aud.be bated her more baa ever >-»11iat-her per* 
•oa waa stUlataom dia^gieeaUeob a nearer approaoh—tbat 
be had not oonsomniated the macriage—and believed be 
never ahoaldk . He then, entered inte lome eaplanationsi 
which atronglj marked his disgust and aversion. He 
cvmi suspected her deficiency in a point upon wbicb-he 
always expressed the nicest delibocy. He, however^ 
continued to be civil to Anne, and seemed to -repose 
usual confidence in Ciomwell; but the rage and dis> 
content .which he felt at be ill-«s8orted marriage thus 
e^ted; principally by his means, tkmvgh concealed 
awhile,', bnntt at length upon -that unfbhunate ministnr. 
Upon .the most frivolous pretences he was- tried, ceo^ 
den m ah *°d execnt^. He was a man of prudence, in’* 
daiii^..and abilities, worthy of a better master, and a 
be^iclStte*" ♦ . ■ 

e 

I - ; ■ 

Urn Queen herself seana to have been blessed with 
a happy insensibili^ ofi. temper. The King’s •dislike, 
which be publicly avowed, and which indeed was visible 
•to all' the worid, appears to have given her very little 
trouble , or concan, nor was the German phlegm of her 
disposition disturbed by the mortifications which- she 
daily experienced. That she was not destitute of capa> 
city and intelligence may -be snmised'from the readi« 
ness with which she acquired the English language, and 
tba .fimility -with •which-she sptdtC-'it, even before her 
marriage y/u anabunced. At length, the King’s aversion 
becoming too powafnl fiar his endiuance, he resolved to 



ADRIAN. 


Publics JEliui Adbianus, Emperor of Rome, was 
born, A. D. 76. The Emperor Trajan, who had been 
his tutor, induced him to marry his niece, Sabina, and 
adopted him, after having put his talents and his valour 
to repeated trials. He became, successively, Frmtor, 
Governor of Pannonia, and Consul. Adrian was, in 
some measure, indebted for his elevation, to the Empress 
Plotina, to whom he always evinced the greatest grati- 
tude; and whom, tStet her death, he caused to be placed 
anmng the gods. 

Adrian ascended the throne in the year 117> at the age 
of forty-one; and^more desirous of securing peace to 
the empire, than of acquiring glory, the first^use he made 
of his power was to abandon all the conquests that had 
been achieved by Trajan, and his predecessors, beyond 
the Euphrates ; and to make that river the boundaiy of 
the Roman empire. He deniolished the magnificent 
bridge, built by Trajan, across the Danube; and would 
even have made that river also a limit, and abandoned 
Dacia ; but was restrained by the consideration of the 

vast number of Romans who were established in that 

\ 

province. • 

On his arrival at Rome, Adrian relinquished what was 
due to the imperial treasury during a period of sixteen 
years, and publicly destroyed all the records and obliga- 
tions. He was accustomed to say, that an .emperor 
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should imitate the sun^ that illumined, without excep- 
tion, every climate in the universe; and, in the third 
year of his elevation, begw his travels into the several pro- 
vinces of his empire, not thinking it his duty to rely, 
implicitly, upon those who governed them. Almost the 
whole of his reign was employed in these useful journies, 
which greatly contributed to the re-establishment of mi- 
litary discipline; marching always barefoot, and unco- 
vered, at the head of his troops, in the most inclement 
seasons, and in the roughest roads — partaking the same 
food — and displaying, only in Rome, the magnificence 
of an emperor. 

Perhaps no prince constructed so many private and 
public edifices. In almost every city he visited, he 
erected some memorial of his fame. He travelled into 
Gaul ; from thence he went to Britain, where he built 
the famous wall, extending from the mouth of the Tyne 
to Solway Frith, to secure the Roman province from the 
incursions of the Caledonians. At Rome, he rebuilt the 
Pantheon, and many other monuments; threw a new 
bridge across the Tyber ; and not far from thence con- 
structed a magnificent tomb. This immence edifice was 
converted into a fortress when Rome was besieged by 
the Goths, upon whose ruins the castle of St. Angelo 
is placed. He founded several cities, and rebuilt many 
ethers; particularly Jerusalem; and honoured Adrianople 
with bis name. To the former place, Adrian sent a Ro- 
man colony ,« and gave it the name of Mlia Capitolina, 
having erected there a temple to Jupiter Capitolinus, 
upon the scite where the temple, dedicated to the Su- 
preme Being, formerly stood. This circumstance induced 
the Jews to revolt, and caused the massacre and almost 
the totaStruin of that nation. He restored to the inha- 
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bitants of Alexandria, the privileges of which they had 
been plundered. Bnt Athens was his favonrite city; 
which he very frequently visited — adonied it with splen- 
did edifices, and enriched the inhabitants by his libera- 
lity.^ 

t . 

He returned to Rome about the twentieth year of his 
reign^ and his health being on the decline, led him to 
turn his thoughts on a successor. He at first fixed upon 
Lucius Commodus Verus, who died before him.;--*after- 
wards, he made choice of Titus Antoninus, the -pious, 
enjoining Him to adopt Marcus Aurelius. ^ 

Adrian manifested great clemency upon his ascent to 
the throne. It was then that he said to one of his ene- 
mies, whom he embraced, You are now safe. But he was 
naturally cruel, and displayed his disposition on various 
occasions. In his latter years, when sufiering under 
acute affliction, he entreated those who surrounded him 
to take away his lifo; exercising, at the same time, his 
savage propensity, and directing the execution of several 
of the most distinguished persons in the empire. Many 
senators were destined to share the same fate, but Anto- 
ninus apprising them of their danger, they kept them- 
selves concealed until the death of Adrian, which hap- 
pened at Baise, in Campania, in the year 138, at the age 
of sixty-two, after a reign of twenty-one years. 

The Emperor w'as gifted with a prodigious memory, 
and was instructed in almost all the scieuocs ; being at 
once distinguished as a philosopher — an orator — poet — 
and grammarian. He was no less skilful in the fine arts, 
#and extended his protection to literature; although he 
had the weakness to be envious of those who surpassed, 
or even equalled, him, in point of talent. % 



' i3i&iJ0Xk CpoMi. 

AdtiML nuked dw bkt that vein in fofoe in a 
«i|iie» hIimIi- be aaUed the Pirpe6ud BUsti He 
alMiibaiilhe.iaeiiienof hnnaatic^ Hepnb^died 
no pailienlMr deeice agnnst the C>hristtani» hot wrdeied 
the laws to be carried into efiect that bad been made tOi 
their pigadiee, which gave rise to a dreadfol peisecu- 
tion. Convinced, however, in a little tim^ of 'dteir in« 
nocenoe^ by the nnnoiiatrancea that were presented to 
hin^ he put an end . to the fury of their enemies, and 
conceived even the ptcyect of erecting a temple to Jesns 
Pirist. 

If Adrian may he reasonably reproached for his cru- 
elty toward! the first characters of the empire— hii ex- 
cessive supmstirioD— his passion for Antinoiis, to whom 
he consecBated a temple— his severity towards his wifi^' 
Sabina^-and the readiness with which he, at all times, 
lent an ear to the accusations of informers >--it . most be 
acknowledged, that he merited the gratitude of bis peo- 
ple^ by the continual anxiety he displayed to promote 
their peace and happiness ; and^ in a particular manner, 
for hU judicious choice of Antoninus and Marcus Aure- 
lius, as bis successors. 

On his death bed, be composed the following Latin 
vecsec, addressed to his soul, (trandated by Pope,) which 
betray his uncertunty in regard to a future state }— 

Aninwlavagula, blaaduia 
Jlospca^ comeMpie Coipoiis 
Qua nunc alnbit in Iocs 
FsUedulu, ligfda, nuduls 
ti«e, utsriei^ dabis Jucos. 







Jinarjjfd.ly 0-iA)ije. CJj 





Ad fb^teduSa^^ .. 

posed dbat 1^ .jprieflilic'llM'dup^ 
pievented his thonj^. p^^<jKwifed-. ^-^epidlheg' 
choice hot the trntls is, Aat yeqr sptn efit(^.her 'deetb» 
he detennioed to miuel^ e|^, .^Ipw dideei* 

sion, betas to the perptm<ili|b^; he ip^ii^ed to b6iioar<.. 
erith hit hBBd4 'to besliMr' it «i e ' 

•ei^ec^he nther iriilp^ selij||bMS^e^ 

'whose Idith'^oeld hi ^cai^t!^u^f<And /j^'ineaas of 
tthoee elhahce^his s#iaa..tojl^if-|ipd » eoariddniUe 
aceessioa of > seeeri^ <md 3 dj | {id ji q ^ pdi^yVth sftd^^ 
ntotaffsetioDy'vas tp-heyih^hhttil 'of^ftfoeillhia^i^ib 
Theltoehess-ltowagegefMil^^^ JBhichm>I)wto^ 
Loagnenlie>i bersister, aad Mii^ofBoorbeihVeiiddine* 
were 'socoessivelj) proposed to het‘ diej were :xe> 
jected either froto poUtical coosidendions, or from- moiw 
prhBte motiresw Hewas isi'serapoloaawithiegard tolhe ' 
peitoo ofhit wives, as-if his heart had be<to really tasoep<4 
tible of a; delicate^passion ^ and-fae was onwillilig to tinud , 
att^ relations, or even :pictarea, on. these imporfaat oc- 
casions. .-He proposed to Francis the First, that they; 
should ■ :have e cetderedcexat^CBUs,- nnder pretence of 
liDsmess^ and that tUs fflonar^sboald bring, withhu^ 
the piineeases,^ and the finett huhas i^ high rank in that 
id^gdom, ^athernught n^e '^hisi chmee amoAg thaatj 
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but the gallant spirit of Francis'revolted at so indelicate 
a proposal. He was impressed with tpo much respect, 
he said, for the fair sex, to carry ladies of the first rank, 
like geldings to a market, there to be chosen, or reject- 
ed, by the humour of the purchaser. Thus disappointed 
on the side of France, Henry turned his eyes to the fa- 
milies of Germany, being ‘desirous of consolidating the 
protestaht interest, by an alliance with the Princes of the 
Smdcaldic league-^Cromwell, at length, proposed ‘to 
him a marriage with the Princess Anne of Cleves, to which 
the King assented. 


She was the daughter of John, Duke of Cleves. She 
seems to have excited little curiosity or interest, previous 
to her arrival in England. The treaty of marriage had 
begun with her father ; but some difficulties intervening, 
the negociation was suspended. It was revived, and 
completed, with Duke William, her brother. The match 
was opposed by the Elector of Saxony, who had married 
Sybilla, the elder sister of Anne ; but Henry, who had 
been seduced by a flattering picture of Hans llolbem, 
was the more peremptory in carrying on his suit. His 
taste either led him to the admiration of tall and robust 
women; or he might imagine, that they were better 
suited to him, wbo was now grown somewhat corpulent. 
By those who had seen the Princess of Cleves, he was 
informed, that she possessed those essential requisites ; 
he therefore gave orders for her immediate journey to 
England. Impatient to be satisfied with regard to the 
person of his bride, he went privately to Rochester, 
where he could examine her unobserved, and unknown ; 
but his expectations w^ere cruelly damped — be found 
her tall, indeed, and her proportions were as striking 
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paxt witli her. llie Hottee of Peers and the C6^mbns> . 
well^ apprised of the Kin^s intention, pedtioned that -hie 
would allow his Carriage to hit examined; and ordei# 
were immediately given to lay the whole proceedingif 
before the convocation. Anne had fehnerly been con- 
tracted, by her father, to the Bake of Lorhdn, but she,* 
as well as the Duke, were at that time iinder age, , and 
the contract had been afterwards annulled by consent of 
both parties. Henry, however, pleaded the pre-contract 
as a ground of divorce, and he added two reasons more, 
which may seem a little extraordinary,~that when, he 
espoused Anne, he had not inwat^y given his consent — 
and that he had not thought proper to consummate the 
marriage. The convocation was satisfied with these 
reasons, and solemijly annulled it. The parliament ra- 
tified the decision of the clergy, and the sentence was 
soon after notified to the Queen. 

The King had, already, under the pretence that the 
countiy air would iJetter agree with her, removed her to 
Richmond, and there she received, with the utmost 
calmness, the notification of her divorce. She was, per- 
haps, not displeased to be released from an union which 
gave her so little satisfaction, or the impenetrable sere- 
nity of her temper was proof even against the dissolution 
of her marriage, and the loss of a crown. She readily 
consented to terms of accommodation with the King, 
and when he offered to adopt her as his sister, to give 
her precedence next to the Queen and his daughter, 
with a settlement of SOOOl. a-year, she accepted of the 
conditions, and gave her consent to the divorce. The 
only instance of pride which she betrayed, was in re- 
‘^fusing to return to her own counhyy aud display the sin- 

74 * 
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.gi^ s; Pieces* rejtnrobg' to P^adeIt. 

ia opitiTate conditioni «fter lu'idBg left it as Queen of 
EngltoA, .She, <pntinneA jh Etiglaii^. t>U her de^h, 
which . bappim^ jufy 16 , at her house at Chdwa, 

-r-and. ww intertec^ with great solenuuty, on the 80 uth«, 
si4!t ci 6m iiU)k, in Westmuihter Ahhey. . 






ANNE BOLEYN. 


It has been often said, by those who delight in assign- 
ing trifling causes to the greatest events, that the re- 
formation which separated these kingdoms from the com- 
munion of Rome, and spread so wide a schism in the 
religiofis opinions of mankind, was piirincipally, if not 
altogether, occasioned by tbe love of Henry the Eighth 
for this celebrated woman. Voltaire, whose light and often 
ludicrous style would be alone sufhcient to discredit many 
parts of his general history, were it not already well known 
that he wrote with too much rapidity to be always certain 
of bis facts, has asserted, that England owes its deliver- 
ance from popish thraldom to an unexpected opposition 
to the King’s desires, and that this mighty change, which 
could not be brought about by a slavery of five hundred 
years, nor by the continual murmurs of the people against 
the St. Peter’s pence, reserves, provisions, aiinats, col- 
lections, sale of indulgences, and other exactions of the 
church, was at length effected by the interested virtue of 
Boleyn. He has heedlessly numbered her among the 
mistresses of Henry; and, with singular inconsistency, 
afterwards declares, that his passion being further irri- 
tated by her resistance, he was compellecT to make her 
his wife. But it has been already hinted, that his scrut 
pies respecting the legality of his former marriage, had 
preceded his acquaintance with Anne; or, at least, any 
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design upon her person. And it is observable, of that 
strange and capricious tyrant, that he rarely indulged in 
promiscuous amours,>but always palliated the inconstancy 
of bis disposition, by the respectable sanction of matri- 
mony. * It would have been happy, perhaps, for his first 
wives, if he had allowed himself a greater latitude in this 
respect — and, instead of making them sufler for his own 
caprice, had sought, among the willing beauties of the 
court, an occasional relief to his domestic disgust and 
jealousies. 

. Anne Boleyn, the second wife of Henry the Eighth, 
was born in the year 1507. She was the daughter of 
Sir Thomas Boleyn, afterwards Earl of Wiltshire and 
Ormond, by Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Howard, 
Duke of Norfolk. She was thus allied to all the princU 
pal nobility of the kingdom, and might, possibly, through 
her mother, claim a remote descent even from the crown 
itself. But her father, though employed by the King on 
several embassies, does not appear to have been opulent. 
At the age of deven she was carried over to France, with 
Mary, the sister of Henry, who was married to Louis 
the Twelfth. When, upon the death of Louis, the Queen* 
Dowager returned to England, Anne remained attached 
to the court of France, being many years in the service 
of Claude, the Queen of Francis the First ; and after* 
wards passed into the family of the Duchess of Alcn^on, 
his sister, a woman of singular^ merit. Her beauty and 
accomplishments, from her earliest years, were admired 
in the gay and splendid court of Francis. Many of the 
French writers, and the amusing Brantdme among the 
r^st, have mangled her fair fame in the most outrageous 
manuei:. Not content with consigning her to the arms 
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of Francis himself, they represent her as the common 
wanton of his courtiers ; and seem pleased that a woman, 
whose morals were thus decried, should have been per- 
mitted to share, and dfbgrace, the throne of England. But 
accusations so general as these, and for the veracity of 
' which not the slightest proof has been adduced, have 
been disregarded, by English historians, as unworthy of 
refutation. The exact time when she returned to Eng- 
^knd is not certainly known, but it was, probably, in 
• 152,7, and she was soon after appointed maid of honour 
to the Queen. The Lord Percy, eldest son of the Earl 
of Northumberland, and notwithstanding his high rank, 
a domestic of Wolsey, paid his addresses to her. Her 
consent to a marriage with him may prove that her de- 
sign upon the heart of the 'King w'as not so early formed 
as has been supposed ; and that she, at that time, little 
thought of aspiring to the honours of royalty. But this 
union was opposed by the cardinal, fpr some private rea- 
sons which have hot been satisfactorily explained. 

• 

That a woman, educated in all the elegant accomplish* 
ments of the French court, should have excited peculiar 
admiration in the court of Henry, where the manners still 
retained all the grossness of the age, cannot be wondered 
at; and that, thus endowed, she' should have attracted 
the notice of the King, may be considered equally nit- 
tural. Henry’s scruples had made him break off all con- 
jugal commerce with his Queen, but as he still main- 
tained an intercourse of civility and friendship with her, 
he had occasion, in the frequent visits which he paid 
her, to observe the youth, the beauty, and the charms, 
of Anne Boleyn, Finding the accomplishments of her 
» mind hot inferior to her personal graces, t)e entertained 
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the design of raising her to the throne, and \vas, per- 
haps, the more confirmed in this resolution, when he 
discovered that her virtue and modesty prevented any 
hope of gratifying his passion in any other manner. But 
this resolution was, for some time, concealed ; and the 
King awaited, with as much serenity as the extreme ar- 
dour and impatience of his temper would permit, the 
dilatory proceedings of the court of Rome. He content- 
ed himself with some general effusions of gallantry, ot' 
which the following song, said to have been composed 
when he conceited /ore of her, and set to music, by Bird, 
may serve as a specimen. 

The eagle’s force subdues cache byrde that flyes, 

What mortal can rcsyslc the flamyng fyre; 

‘ 73othc not the sunne dazzle the clearcstc eyes. 

And melt the ice, and make the froste rctyre? 

Wlio can wythstand a puissant Kynge’s desired 
The hardest stones are pierced thro’ with tools — 

The wysest are with princes made but fools ! 

If we admit him to be the autbjor of these lines, it may 
be considered as not among the least singularities in the 
incomprehensible character of Henry, that he was, per- 
haps, not the most contemptible poet of his time, and pos- 
sessed a soul susceptible of the charms of music His 

I * He was skilled in music, could sing his part, and used to com- 
pose services for his chapel . — Vide English Worthies, page 12. A 
service composed by him is still performed in some cathedrals. In 
the British Museum is preserved, a missal, which belonged to Henry 
the Eighth, after 'his breach with the church of Rome; — 'in the 
Kalcndar he has blotted out all the saints that had been Popes. 

There is a song, said to have been written by Anne Bolcyn, in Sir 
John Hawkins's History of Music. 
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letters to Boleyn have . been preserved, and are now in the 
Public Library of Paris. They are much superior, both for 
style and sentiment, to his miserable polemical produc- 
tions. The hand writing is strong and clear, and might 
be easily dccyphered, but for the numerous abbrevia^ 
"tions. How the French became possessed of these let- 
ters is an historical fact which was not explained to the 
^riter of this memoir, when he visited that celebrated 
Hhtrary establishment'; but it may be presumed that they 
• foiNid their way to France upon the death of Charles the 
First, whea his papers and libraries were sold and dis^ 
persed. 

When the cause itself was evoked to Romo for the 
decision of the church, and the ingenuity of Cranmer 
had secured to the King the means of obtaining his di- 
vorce, ill defiance of the pope's authority, he determined 
to stand all consequences, and give a loose to his new 
attachment. In September, 1.532, he created Boloyii 
Marchioness of Pei^hroke, that he might raise her by 
degrees to the elevation he designed for her ; and on the 
12.5th of January following, he privately celebrated his 
marriage. Rowland Lea, afterwards Bishop of Lichfield 
and Coventry, officiated at the ceremony, in the presence 
of the Duke of Norfolk, uncle to the new Queen, her 
father, mother, and brother. Tlic early pregnancy of 
Anne, while it added to the satisfaction of the King, w as 
considered, by the people, as a strong proof of her for- 
mer modesty and virtue. It also, necessarily, accelerated 
die measures of Henry, who, in order to cvi&ce his disre- 
gard to the pope, publicly avowed his marriage ; and, to 
remove all doubts of its legality, he prepared measures 
f£oi declaring, by a formal seuteuce; the invalidity of his 
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former marriage with Katharine— declaration which 
ought naturally to have preceeded his union with Anne. 
Craniner accordingly pronounced the sentence which an- 
nulled the former marriage, as unlawful and invalid, and 
ratified the nuptials of Boleyn, — who was, on the Isjt of 
June, publicly crowned Queen, with all the pomp and so- 
lemnity which corresponded with the magnificence of 
Henryks temper. To complete his satisfaction on the 
conclusion of this intricate and vexatious affair, t$e 
Queen was safely delivered, on the 7th of September, *4of 
a daughter, who received the name of Elizabeth, and 
who afterwards swayed the sceptre with so much renown 
and felicity. He was so much delighted with the birth 
of this child, that be soon after conferred on her the 
title of Princess of Wales ; a step somewhat irregular, as 
she could only be presumptive, not apparent heir to the 
crown. His regard for his new Queen appeared rather 
to increase than to diminish by his marriage, and all 
men expected to see the entire ascendant of one who 
had thus mounted a throne, from which her birth had 
seemed to exclude her ; and who, by a proper mixture 
of severity and indulgence, had managed so untractable 
a spirit as that of Henry. In order to efface, as much as 
possible, all marks of his former marriage, Lord Mount- 
joy was sent to tlic unfortunate and divorced Katharine, 
to inform her that she was thenceforth to be treated only 
as Princess-Dowager of Wales; and all means were em- 
ployed to make her acquiesce in that determination. 

The Queen soon became .extremely popular with the 
nation, and she was universally admired and beloved for 
the sweetness of her temper, and a spirit of munificence 
that uniformly characterised her. In the last nine months ' 
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of her life, she is supposed to have bes):owed not less 
than 14,0001. in charitable donations; besides engaging 
in several noble and public design^. Her partiality to 
the new religion also contributed greatly to this popula- 
rity among the reformers, who ascribed the rapid in- 
crease of their followers to her influence with the King ; 
but it exposed her to the resentment and enmity of a 
^11 powerful and bigotted party, who lamented her tri- 
uroh over the weaL^er piety of Katharine, and eagerly 
•v*wh^d evesw indiscretion that could lead to her de- 
st^^i6tion. it is probable that all their efforts would 
«4fave unavailing, if she had not been fated to experi- 
ence tile decay of the King’s affection, and the usual 
caprice of his temper. The love which had subsist- 
ed and increased under so many difticulties, had no 
sooner obtained secure possession of its object, when it 
languished from satiety, and Henry’s heart was apparently 
estranged from his consort. The enemies of Anne soon 
perceived the fatal change, and they hastened to widen 
the breach, when, from the King’s indifference, they 
found the}' incurred no d^mger by interposing in such de- 
licate concerns. She had been delivered of a dead son, 
and Henry’s extreme fondness for male issue being thus 
disappointed, his violent temper, and the superstitious 
turn of his mind, which made him conclude that his se- 
cond marriage was as unpleasing to God as the first, de- 
termined him to make the innocent mother answerable 
for the misfortune. He was still more inflamed by the 
jealous suspicions which the enemies of the Queen took 
care to instil into his mind. * 

Anne, though she appears to have been entirely inno- 
y^ent, and strictly, virtuous in her conduct, yet possessed 
a certain gaiety, if not levity, of conduct, that frequently 

73 • 
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betrayed her into acts of imprudence; which, though in 
themselves nothing, were highly dangerous in her cri- 
tical situation. That freedom of manner which she im- 
ported from France, was considered as evidence of a 
dissolute life, and was certainly incompatible with the 
strict, and sometimes gloomy ceremonial, which prevailed 
in the court of (lenry. Less haughty than vain, she was 
pleased with the general admiration whieV ’ 
excited; and too frequently indulged 
conversation with persons who wtic .. 
and who, perhaps, might sometime ; 
distance which afterwards separated tliern. 
of the King was hurt by these popular t I 

though their novelty, and the grace with whic *.rc 

accompanied, had pleased and dazzled the obsu r .on of 
the lover, they could not, when indiscriminately directed, 
escape the discernment and disapprobation of the hus- 
band. The most malignant interpretations were given to 
the harmless liberties of the Queen — the niost odious in- 
sinuations >verc daily poured into tlve King’s ear — parti- 
cularly by the Viscountess Kochford, who.se profiignte 
character, though the wife of the Queen s brother, had 
occasioned a breach betw^een the two sistcrs-iii-law. In 
revenge, she and her emissaries poisoned every action of 
the Queen, and represented every instance of favour 
which she conferred, as a mark of affection. They in- 
directly accused her of a criminal correspondence with 
several gentlemen of the bed-chamber, and even with her 
own brother! — so lost was the infamous Rochford to 
shame, so regardless was she of decency, truth, and huma- 
nity, that she could willingly sacrifice her own husband, 
provided the innoccntohject of her hatred and enmity, also 
suffered with him. The King believed all, because hs 
wished to be convinced: — ^llis love was transferred to 
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another object. The charms of Jane Seymour, maid of 
honour to the Queen, had completely captivated him ; 
and as he appears to have had little idea of other con- 
nection than that of marriage, he now thought of nothing 
but the means of raising her to his bed and throne. We 
have already noticed this peculiarity in his disposition, 
proceeding either from indolence, or an aversion to gal- 
Jjintry, which involved him in crimes of a blacker dye 
those he sou^t to avoid. Before he could marry 
■ wa^^iec/ssary that he should get rid of ids once 
now, unfortunately for her, become an 
way of his felicity. 

Til ' . open indication of the King’s jealousy, and 

of her ov« a destruction, appeared in a tilting match at 
Greenwich, where the accidental circumstance of drop- 
ping her handkerchief was interpreted, by Henry, into a 
concerted signal for one of her lovers. He retired, frown- 
ing and displeased ; — sent her word to confine herself 
within her apartmenf% and gave orders for immediately 
ar esting the Lord llochford, her brother, Norris, Wes- 
ton, Brerctn'ii, and Smeton, upon whom his suspicions 
principally fell. The next day the unfortunate Queen 
was setit to the Tower. Astonished and confounded by 
so sudden a reverse of fortune, her innocent mind could 
not suggest to her a single incident in whicii she had se- 
riously offended her cruel husband; but when she began 
to reflect upon his obdurate aud unforgiving temper, it 
is said, thjit she immediately prepared herself for the 
fate which, she was convinced, awaited her.* When in- 
formed of the crimes laid to her charge, she made the 
most earnest protestations of her innocence. Upon en- 
lering her prison, she fell on her knees, anil prayed to 
God so to Kelp her, as she was unconscious of liie sins im-^ 
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puted to her ; and sank into hysterical convulsions, which 
lasted a considerable time. When she recovered, in her 
eagerness to acquit herself of serious guilt, she acknow- 
ledged some expressions of familiarity and gaiety, which 
her good-humour and careless levity had ^ betrayed her 
into, in various conversations with her attendants. — 
Norris, Weston, and Smeton were observed to be much 
in her favour, and they served her with a and 
tachment, which, though chiefly ^ i :‘u :: - . 

and respect, might, not improbabh V “ ; ' . ' v* 

admiration of so amiable a worn ' ' 
dency of these confessions, and t * / - ■ ; ’ 

which she made them, deserved, and should hive ob- 
tained, implicit credit ; but by the barbarous jealousy 
and eager impatience of the King, they were considered 
as certain evidences of more serious and substantial 
guilt. 

The Queen and her brother were tried by a jury of 
peers; — her uncle, the pliant ancr ambitious Norfolk, 
presiding as high steward. The evidence of the horrible 
accusation of incest amounted to no more than this, — 
that the Lord Rochford had been observed to lean on 
her bed before some company. Another charge, was, 
that she had affirmed the King had never possessed 
her heart ; and had declared to each of her supposed 
paramours, that she loved him better than Henry, which 
was to the slander of the issue begotten between the King 
and her. By this strained interpretation, her guilt 
was brouglti within the meaning of the Act of Parlia- 
ment, which declared it criminal to throw any slander 
upon the King, Queen, or their issue. By such pal- 
pable absurdities was this innocent Queen sacrificed, 
to the cruel violence of Henry. She defended herself 
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with dignity and presence of mind ; and no doubt of her 
innocence remained with the unprejudiced spectators. — 
But sentence of death was passed upon her, and her bro- 
ther and she was condemned to be burned, or beheaded 
at the King’s r^leasure. When she heard the dreadful 
annunciation . > f^te which awaited her, she was 
more surpn‘>i 'C}i;Ged, and, lifting up her hands 

. .51 pave! I . . '■-* .1 ri * : * > ** O Father ! O Creator ! thou 

B .\r ‘ v v truth, and the life, thou knowest 

' v ‘v <y^'i^ iOrved this fate !” and turning to her 
to make the most earnest protestations 

V' ' .;e. 

SS.* V "• ^irepared. to suffer the death to which she 
was . i> Oiijed, and if any argument were necessary to 
corn;; V C us of her innocence, her serenity and even 
cheerfulness while under confinement, ought undoubtedly 
to have their weight, as they are, perhaps, unexampled in 
a woman, and could not well be the associates of guilt. 
‘‘ Never prince,” ssiys she, in a letter to Henry, had a 
wife more loyal in all duty and affection, than you have 
found in Anne Boleyn, with which name and place I 
could willingly have contented myself, if God and your 
Grace had been so pleased ; neither did I, at any time, 
so far forget myself in my exaltation and received queen- 
ship, but that 1 always looked for such an alteration as 
I now find ; for the ground of my preferment being on 
no other foundation than your Grace’s fancy, the least 
alteration, 1 knew, was fit and sufficient to draw that 
fancy to some other object.” In another lietter to the 
King, she says, You have raised me from a private 
Gentlewoman to a Marchioness — ^from a Marchioness to 
a Queen ; — and since you can exalt me no higher in this 
world, you are resolved to send me to heaven that 1 may 
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ganza, tbe tbn «f Theod(H%, ftpmwbom Spain' had taken 
the crown of Portngal ; but Vascooc^los wbU knew the 
character of that prine^, wh6, retired in bit castle> pre?* 
ferred the feticity of diffosing happiness Around him to 
the splendour of a throne, which; could only be attained 
by the sacrifice of tiis repose.' Tlik .people were, never- 
theless, desirous that he should cohrageously assert his 
birth-right, and several of his subjects did not scruple to 
urge him to it. Too crafty to’ employ violence, Vasconr 
eellos had recourse to measures to secure the person of 
the duke, who, being infinmed of his designs^ without 
appearing sensible of the snare that was kid for him, had 
always the address to esca^ it. i#'; 


The superintendant of his house, Pinlh RibierO, in- 
creased daily the partizai^^s of bis master. The archbishop 
expatiated on bis brilliant qualities, and became folly 
acquainted with what was going oii^ The duke commu- 
nicated the whole to hU wife, Louisa de Guzman. ** Ac- 
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^ peQpl<^ 'accbihpapM 'by .her maids ^ honour, ap^ 
flittered herself that her pmence would appease the is*', 
surgents. "What have I to ‘fear from the populace^!^; 
she exclaimed, " except their scorn T " You have to; 
Ifead, Madams". replied Nmdgqa, "that they do not 
throw your highness out .of the i window.". This answer 
greatly terrified herfuod she rehred ; and, on the sixth pf> 
December, IflSO, John of Braganza was cr(^oed hy m 
title of Jii^aT V.' A little time after, the vice^uemi 
garet conspired against him : some of her partiea»»! werti; 
put to death/ oUien ieDt uWo exile, and Margaret !was!> 
cbbvi^ed to the court of Madrid. He. afterwards, enr, 
tei^ioto alliance, ofiennve and defensive, with the Dutdh 
and the Catalotjians .; and, to promote the wel&re of h|l 
Subjects, employed himself continually in lessening t^ 
•takes, imd in the reformatibn of abuses. 

prince was bonr at Xasbon, in 1604, and died ig, 
at the 1 ^ of fifey>two, after a reign of twenty-nt|$ 

JwiiM#. 
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If the French school of painting be inferior to that of • 
Rome and Florence in severity of character and in cor- 
rectness and elegance of forms ; to the Flemish and Vene- 
tian schools in truth of colouring and vi^ur of pencil, 
it cannot be denied that it is equal to either in propriety 
and grandeur of conception, in agreement of parts, and 
in beauty of composition. It may be urged that the 
genius of Poussin has had considerable influence over the 
artists of his country, who, for the most part, have evinced 
a disposition to follow the national taste, that is, smitten 
with what grand. This correct taste, for a time disre- 
garded towards the end of the reign of Louis XV. and 
which the great artists of the present day have revived, 
never had greater dominion than under Louis XIV. who, 
zealous of every spucies of glory, well knew how to give 
to the arts a new dcgree'of splendour and elevation. It 
is well known that this monarch, disgusted with the 
grotesque compositions of the Flemish painters, took in- 
finite pleasure in contemplating the paintings of Le Brun, 
whose pencil was at once dignified and prolific, magnifi- 
cent and correct. 

Charles le Brun wus born at Paris in 1619. He was 
the son of an indifferent sculptor, and exhibited, at an 
early period, uncommon talents. At tvvelv? years of age 
he painted the portrait of his grandfather, and at fifteen 
produced two pictures that, for a considerable time, de- 
corated the cabinet of the Duke d’Orleans. The chan- 
cellor Seguier, his patron, placed him as a disciple with 

86 * 
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Vouct, and furnished him afterwards with the means of 
travelling to Rome. Le Bruii visited that city in 1G43, 
and formed an intimacy with Poussin, who felt pleasure 
in assisting him by his advice. 11 c at iirst took that great 
painter as his model ; but attracted by the manner of 
Annibal Caracci, he formed a style that seemed to par- 
take of the excellencies of both these distinguished 
masters ; but, through want of care in the execution, 
contributed less to the perfection of his works, than to 
increase their number. On his return to Paris, after an 
absence of six 3 'ears, Le Brun, under the patronage of 
Fouquet, stepped suddenly forward from a crowd of ar- 
tists to occupy a place which Le Sueur only was entitled 
to dispute. We are assured even that Le Brun, who was 
sensible of the merit of his modest rival, exerted upon all 
occasions his inilu^ee to check him in his career, and 
frequently endeavoured to injure his reputation. 

Nevertheless, the fame of Le Brun daily increased, 
and Louis XIV. who had appointed him his first painter, 
urged him to undertake very extensive works. It was rii 
vain that his courtiers oi)posed him by Mignard ; Le Brun 
still retained the favour of the prince, and upheld, by the 
numerous excellent pictures he produced, the title with 
which he had been honoured. In truth, the famous 
battles of Alexander placed Le Ih im on the first rank in 
this species of painting, which the Italian school has not 
surpassed; and of which the Italians were themselves con- 
vinced, when they beheld the engravings of these battles 
by Andran. Tlie execution of these pictures docs not at 
all times correspond with the beauty of the subject, and 
the grandeur and the originality of llie idea. It is also 
to be regretted, that they display not more correctness in 
the drawing, more variety in the air of the heads, bar- 
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mony in the colouring, and a more vigorous touch ; but 
by how many estimable qualities are not these defects 
eclipsed — the greater part of which may be attributed to 
the unskilfuiness of his scholars, whom Lc Brun was com- 
.polled to set to work after his sketches, to the infinite 
number of works upon which he was employed, and which 
lie had not always leisure to retouch* 

When he Brun obtained the supreme direction of all 
the works t)rdered by the king, this singular favour was 
necessarily injurious to the progress of the arts. The 
painters attached to the court, obliged to adopt the (de- 
signs of Le Brim, were unavoidably led to offer in their 
compositions that conformity, or rather monotony, of 
style, observable in the greater part of the w^orks of that 
time. But, in making this remark, '^Le Brun should not 
he too rigorously accused, whose conduct lias ever proved 
Uiat he was actuated by no other motive Uian the glory of 
the art. The Royal Academy of Painting is indebted to 
hini for its existence'; and, notwithstanding the opposition 
he met with from several of its members, lie never ceased 
employing all his interest to render it permanent. He 
likewise solicited admission into that of Rome, where he 
particularly justified the title with which he had been 
honoured, of Prince of the Academy of St. Luke,’* 
which was conferred upon him two 3’ears successively, 
notwithstanding the statutes that interdict the bestowal 
of such a distinction upon a stranger. Many artists have 
not iailed to acknowledge the services they Received from 
Le Brun ; nor was he ever the enemy of Mignard, though 
J:ic indulged towards him* the most intolerable rancour. 
At length a lingering illness compelled Le Brun to retire 
from court to his manufactory at the Gobelins^ of which 
he. was the director, and where he died in the ye^ I69O. 
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l.e Brun, it has been observed, shewed abundance of 
grandeur in the disposition of his subjects ; in all his com- 
positions he was particularly attentive to express the pas- 
sions of the soul in conformity with nature, and was an exact 
observer of the costume. Yet his figures are too short,, 
and there is too much sameness in his expression, his 
draperies, and his attitudes. His local colours have been 
censured by De Piles as being very indifferent. 

Among his principal works may be enumerated the 
Gallery of Versailles, which employed him for fourteen 
years; many pictures on the ceiling of the Gallery of 
Apollo, at the Louvre ; the paintings of the seat of Vaux- 
le-Villars ; those at the Hotel Lambert, which he painted in 
conjunction with Lc Sueur; various others upon sacred 
and historical subjects ; and lastly, the History of Alexan- 
der the Great, in five pictures, of which the family of 
Darius at the foot of that hero, and the defeat of Porus, 
are the most celebrated. Almost the whole of the works 
of this painter have been engrayed by the best artists. 
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AKNiBAt it the mott of til 

In tpeakiag of him, a 0 t>M<o<>MN^ 

cate piortiosi «f |^oiy doe to LodoviOtt iM ^^(datiiiil 

hid the priaeipiletrakB ofthdt hlatoiy, WhidL^ >iir 
18% connected widi Aimihaii. 


Toimdi the end of the tixteenth oentatjr, j^idntuig 
had li%on to degenerate; m' overehaiged manneiv bad 
taste, and false systems, having made Ae mott,dettrac- 
tive-pvii^ifjest. The principke of Mmhad Angf^ 'attd of 
lUpliael, were disregarded, and- nothing edsied in ih^ 
Vomr of these great masters, hnt a stmile admiration; 
^^■^▼aggio and Josepiii were on tiie point of efiboting 
thimia of the art, when there atose, ftom 'an dhsenta 
family at Bologna, three men, who were destined to te^. 
store painting to all its former celebrity^ and m^ificeaew, 
and, in a particnlar onanner, to conduct their cotempo* 
raries into that path whi<£ they at the time appealed to 
have for ever abandoned. 


Lodovicp Caracci, who was bom in tiie year 155 ^ k 
the first of the three that made himself known. Hit 
fatiier was a butcher, but contrived, nevertheless, to ^ve 
his son an excellent education. Ihe yonng man -foBew^ 
ed his taste for the fine arts ; was fi>r some time open 
his travels, and, after -having stndied the winks of Jtdiii, 
Rommo, Parmigiano, Coneg^o, sadthedTenethm pMo^ 
terb, he formed his stykofrom thmr difttent manned 
to perfect that which hi-ihad acquired from hie tfarat 
master, Ptospero Fon ^j jkwPn hie iOtnm to Bolugaas 
MdiaoQvgfibd^jli^^rtSo.oenBiiM, Aets vtiro and 
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irtBAty the most fitvoonble dupositions for painting*— 
#era the lem of « taylor^ who, delighted with the 
.^netration of the former, destined him for the study of 
.t|Mi Bdles Lettr^ Agostino, whose mind was as fickle 
as viradons, devoted himself alternately, or rather^ at 
the same moment, to poetry, music, dandng, a,9>l the 
Wathentatics; but a very prominent inclination Ic.d hi':* 
particularly towards engraving and painting. Tlif. 
attention of Lodovico, and the view of the chef (!’a;vres 
of Parma and Venice, where he resided, in 'the end de- 
termined his taste for these two arts. 

.. Annibal, bom in the year 1500, was two years younger 
than his brother. This great man, who, by eclipung the 
reputation of Lodovico and Agostino, became the first 
pdnter of his age, actually followed his lather’s profes- 
sion. He at first betrayed no desire of advancement, 
dthongb he felt within himself certdn sensations that ex- 
cited hint to aspire to something above his present, con- 
dition. This being percdved by bis father, be placed 
him with a goldsmith, and in order to render him skilful 
in his trade, desired Lodovico to give him a few lessons 
m drawing. This fortunate circumstance decided hit 
fote, for no sooner had he taken the pencil in bis hand, 
than hiB.eonsin foresaw bis future celebrity. Lodovico, 
who was only ambitious of glory in hit art, and who en- 
tertiuned no fears of making a rival, was so delighted 
with the talent that he discovered in bis relation, that he 
^ok him into his house, supplied all his wants, and, by 
his ksscos and example, jdaced him very shortly in a 
condition of etsitting him in bis occupations. . Not sa- 
titiied with these services, hp furnished him with the' 
means cf bavelling; a -double motive in 

Ailnibnl fiom JloIogaV -.4t:;;-^tino had 



iTALt.l AI^BAL CASACCI. 
ktdy airivcd. Tlieie two hMbmf lihoi^ 
attached fo^each otber^ were never ahle t6 :KV(6 ill bar* 
mony together^— their minda^ natikrany iirftaUe^, thi^ 
liiite upon the smalleat pretext which /Lbdotibo ftraiitt 
.ijijujh difficulty in pacifying, nptwithstenffing hb pro^' 
and the ascendancy he had over them. Annibal 
rV'f-n quitted Bologna^ and fiom that moment heinay. be 
/iaiij to have placed himself at ihe head ef the Ganoci, 
atid'of their schooL The pictures of Coiteggio revealed 
to him, at first, all those secrets which Lodovico was not 
able to penetrate, and he beheld what it was necessary 
for him to perform in order to attain perfection. At Ve- 
nice, where be formed an intimacy with Paul Veronese, 
and 'nntoretto, he found firesh opportunities of improving 
himself, and we may readily believe that he suffered n6ne 
to escape, having, as he used to say, made painting hu vnfy 
mutren. Unfortunately, be was not capable of proceed* 
iag to Rome, where the sight of Riqtfaael's works, and o£ 
the antique statues, would, doubtless, have given more 
correctness to bis dnswing, 'although that he ultimately 
attained, * 

lAtaded with the limit of bis meditadons, he letnmed to 
Bologna, to be near his counn and fais brother, ^Iw 
mind of Lodovico was too generous not to acknowledge 
the superiority which bis former disciple hod acquired, 
and, in bis turn, be took lessons of his rdation Annibal. 
Agostino, on the contrary, unwilling to sink in repntation,,^ 
devoted himself entirely to engraving for a considerable 
time, Annibal and LOdovico produced, aflm thdr new 
manner, prodnetioiu eminent , for good taste, vigorous 
Resign, and admirable comjMution ; and no less remIrk- 
able for dignity than lQ|us indneed the Bo^ 

lognese puj^.(;^;^(fc^f!Eeir best Works ; and Lodovico 
judgmeo^^ however, oeiteia eL 



irib kiois, and disaJ^ted aH bi# 
evaanrtt'iitfj^tfceBidoM They wer^ at £nt, eompeUed- 
fli^dlb|iiii‘hf*lili^ pictataa niatmtoasly, bat the amaK' 
liibniy^iialiMind, bq;aQ ta aF^ireciate all their beauties i. 
0iiiigmnttie» and enay were completely sUenced.^.;^ 
Mi diiell that the cdebrated academy of the Cara^ waa 
aabblithed, and foim^ the glory of Sologua. 
juaae of its druadmi, particalarty that of Annibal, /ab 
liaotad a coa8ideiid>le number of young artists, thirsiHig 
iaformadon and success. Lodovico directed the whole 
by has wisdom and advice ; Agqstino taught perspective, 
ead directed his attention to other branches pf the a|tf 
while Anaibal fumidied examples, and communicated tb; 
his pupils the fimit of hh profound reflexions. In thia- 
nahner ptmilting was preserved from the min with: which 
it was threatened. In a few years, this school produced 
imveralstdmirablepahiter8,'sn<ha8 Domenichino, Guido, 

■ Albsno, Gueremo, Laufranco, Spada, foe. The glory- 
rtf having brought forward siich scholars was sufiioient 
ta excite jealpusy, apd it was discovered that Francisco- 
Caiacci, the younger brother 6f Ai^nibal and Agostino,. 
attempted to overthrow the establishment ; but, happily, 
he fiuied in his object^ and died at' ah early age, before 
he had ptahljshed hi* -tq>nt8tion, 

Jhnaibal, however, notwithstanding Ids various oocn*^ 
pations at Bdogna, retained a sWong desire to visit 
H^mne, vriMte, he flattered himself,' there was much to 
to- accomplish which a fortnaatp occasion prcit 
sanmd itself^ The Cardinal Farnese was desirpus of 
paindhg the gdlery of his pahee at 9oine, and the DufcO: 
pf Faima, his brother, penui^d Annibal tp take npoa 
huBseif the exeendo^i of tll^^^tensive work. He sett-. 
out'wiA a certain nnmber of al|iiiil^ipp^;^d nndep*. 
tenk d^hllM^pw tash witNp?^ •'ai 



ai^t be Mt upon hb labmonk 
eemxy poetioal infom«tioa>be had m)i^um^l4iA|p)^ 
a man of.conaidcrable leaniing'^ add 
hot Uterajya«qiiireoMiit8,.aBd tla aecTieea.^fhiaadu^anb 
aubordiOate to the aciience .aod-.giniaa of ^jodbalii;. 
Vp^ dtU magnifieeot gaUeiy bet iRaa eoiplayed 

eight years, which produced this remtek of Boowjip^ 
thiu ** Annibal is the only painter that has existed since 
|ihpbad:-»-in this woric- he ifot only surpassed. all pire> 
aedingpainters, bnt^T«aaQrpassed himself” Apubal* Fith- 
that modeaiy oftea-attendaot on real, talents, was still, dor 
airoospf the counsel of l#odovi.co, who, to. prerent bin 
abandoning his greaJi unSertaking, was coinpelled to gOv 
from Bologna to Rome^^ After encouraging him bjF.his 
i^plmise, to proceed in his stupendous work, Lodomep; 
teturned to his native country,, where he long lived, ba^ 
loved and admired until his death, which happened, io; 
hSl9, leaving behind him an almost equal degree of i»>- 
pulation with his brother AnnibaL Agostino went alwo- 
to Rome to see hiaArotber (for, from some perverseneto 
in tlieir natures, they cenld neither live amicably .toge^ 
tiler, nor long apartX and assisted him materially in . bis- 
performance, until Taccone, a pupil.of Annibal, who. wa*' 
in his conddence, fomented betireen. them, fresh onuses.' 
of disagreement, so as to render it necessaiy for the CSpr- . 
diaal Farnese to ^ect their separation. He sent Agoa*'. 
tino to Parma, but grief at this reroovfd, bad taken 
such possession of bis mind, which not even hU numerous, 
amcations were capable of solacing, that,, joined to other 
afflictions, it threw him into a stme of melancholy, wlucdt - 
occasioned hU death in the year 1600. Had be devoted. . 
•hiinself tp painting with Kreater applicatiorb he ntighb 
'bisve. surpassed hia.faeQth^.^^ibal, who, it ia surmiasd, . 
wnejealo^;^d^^wi^ ^ tiiatvas.it saajb Annibal. 

apaoted ntfipbtBanir/' 
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■ ■ 

•ttlMm to^ IliV tnttftoiy/ mA undertook the education of ^ 
his natUral iOB. This youth, who was named Antonio,' 
and dislittguiihed by the appeOatidn of II Gobbo; undck 
the tuithm of his uncle, manifested a lively and promis- 
ing geniiit, and gave such evident tokens of an enlari^^ 
capaci^, that the shortness of his life has been x^d- 
ingly regretted. r 

Annibal having finished his vast enterptize with infi- 
nite success, experienced the most flagrant fnjustice in 
the recompence of his labours. He was ofiered a salary 
so pitiful and inadequate for such an assemblage of chef 
d’oeuvres, that, notwithstanding his disinterestedness, 
which was extreme, he conceived the most lively indig- 
nation. He made no complaint, but his affliction at 
such illiberality was not the less rooted and violent. Re- 
nouncing, as it . were, an art \rhich appeared to sub- 
jeot those to contempt who exercised it, be no longer 
took up his pencil but with repugnance, and many a time 
was urged to break it through mortification. The jour- 
ney to Naples, which he undertook, could not allay the 
progress of dejection that overwhelmed his mind, and 
which increased upon his return to Rome To dissipate 
his chagrin, lie plunged himself into certain impmdencies 
— a fatal malady was the result — and he fell a victim to the 
ignorance of his physicians, in in his forty-ninth 
year. Experiencing, unhappily for the arts, the fate of 
Raphael. He desired to be buried near his remains, not, 
as he said, that he conceived himself, by his talents, 
worthy of such^ sepulture, but solely on account of the 
high veneration in which he held that distinguished or- 
nament of Ms profession. At V fi?neral, persons of the 0 
highest quality in Rome assi«^||^ pupils testified ^ 

the deepest regret. Thus di|^.* . to 

veiy briWant talents, unit^ t ^ i vd- . : VtjuC x 
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H« was modest and tender in hU disposition^ of a:tt¥ely 
sensibility, an enemy to ostentation, enthosiastically at- 
tached to his art; and combined, with all tbese qaditiei;, 
a sprightly foncy, and an informed mind. His repl^' to 
iTosepin is well known; and meeting one day his brother 
"Agostlno, in a public walk, surrounded by many persons 
ofrnuk^ he sent him. a portrait of his father, whom he 
ve^;«reaeiited threading a needle with a pair of spectacles 
acr oss his nose. 

Distinguished by grandeur of style, purity of design^ 
by the vigour and facility of his pencil/ and sometimes 
by truth of colouring, Anuibal Caracci, though not a 
perfect painter, was, without doubt, an artist who by 
having constantly in view the union of ideal beauty and 
of nature, has trodden in the certain path to glory. This 
is confirmed by t^ many excellent scholars he produo^^ 
in which respect he proved himself superior to Raphad. 

As it may not be ^npleasing to the general reader to 
learn the comparative excellencies of the Caracci, in the 
judgment of those who are the best able to appreciate 
their talents; we shall subjoin the following observa- 
tions of Mr. Fuseli, on the merits of these distinguished, 
painters. 

** Lodovico Caracci, far from subscribing to a master’s 
dictates, or implicit imitation of former styles, was* the 
sworn pupil of nature. To a modest, but dignified, de- 
sign, to a simplicity eminently fitted for Aose sulyecta 
of religious gravity which his taste preferred^ he joined 

t hat solemnity of hue — ^tl.Vt sober twilight — ^that air of 
cloistered meditation, ^as been so often recom- 

mended as aI..: fiTopier tube of historic colour. Too often 
the ,gr9Ge$ of his subject, be 



- liiillBill lliif wli^ 

ijllr k^ tiotr, thobgli'’ 'Aiey axe neufy tt 

t>tWllkdili'0^et, 'idM» TIunie Nytepbi'' in -the G»^n 
Mi<A)de del Bowp^ wetti moulded by tim 
tiii|ll^‘*niif iaiifAitf of 'Liive.r--Bat Lodo^ 

bten iMMljniee inda^jed^ 'and enccebded, in an- 
ininiiKOdy aiul Iw^ meh ia tbe dagdlation ^pT* 
Cbidet in the dnudi of St> J<dm die Baptist, of wh^ 
the tiemendoae depths* of fliesh tints contrasts 'with* the 
aton blue of the vide extended sky, and less conveys than 
dmhea its sertoss on Aenstooished sdise. 


**’AgQstino Garaem, with a sing^nlar modesty which 
'jiaompsed Inin mtha to propagate the fame of others by 
IUa'jgtaver> than by steady exertion to rely on his own 
power for perpetuity of fisme, combined, with some 
leaniBig, a cnllivaled taste, correctness, and,' somethdes, 
dlcganoe of fonn, and a Gorreg^esqne colour^ espedally 
in ftesco. His most celebrated work, in oil, is the Com- 
asnaion of Bt. Jenmi, formeily at the CJertosa,. how* with 
Sts ihrail pietwe mi the same sbbject, by JDomenichino, 
among die spods of the Lodvxe. 


** AnaUidiGaiaod, sopeiior to his coasin and lus l»o> 
ther, in point of enention and academic prowess, waO 
inferior to mther in taste and sensibility and judgment. 
Of ddsy dw best proof that can be adduced,' is his mis- 
Me vimfen dM oia- which vests his fenrn, the Famese 
^CMlwy; awwfc, whdscnniionn vigonr of execntipn no^' 


same^bal blit its imbedh^ sind incongruity of 
Mso. The axtist m^f mbnhre the spkndonr, the 
m n oe i the conpentcation of powers, disf^ayed by'. 
tdOwnewi batJd»MBi>tf sense mnstiamept tfagh^ 
iiiirisa iniM Ftoaeso oSife: 





.noccnt'.of' ’4lf. 

own ri^f;NQlS'^di|^i!K^^ 

-under theiyjidtf^ Pp);d|iMB^ 
yereigns of Spdii. • Mimj ciiNbmit g l ^j -fite^' eontti]^ 
to unite Heniy the Seventh of fiii|^iii^ iii a itriet alii* 
«!Bce ivkh Feriihnaad, whoM dwaj^ at- 

tended iirUh sticceiPi had reidtifad him ^ moit eoniU 
derabW'^mdha^ ul^Surope. There a reneHcaUe 
umilarity iifdiuacter between -the t«i^^ both,e«re 
fefi of craf^ intrigue, aad design and thon|;h a reaem- 
blanceof tbii 'natne be in' jgeMral a slender foundatioii 
£>r confidence and*firii^8bip,'sheh was .the dlstidit id* 
tnafidM*'of Heniy and Ferdband; imdso fittle di4 thi^ 
dash in piClities, that no jealousy had, on any becasioDj 
Oyer subsisted between them. f^The Sting of England wai 
anxious to complete a marriage which had been jeycii 
years in agitation between Arthnr^vbis eldest and 
the Infanta Katharine; and the nnica look v.p^^ 
the Prince of Wales was in his idzte^di, and dm prin- 
eess in her ei^leenth year. The portion ^ven with Ka- 
tharine, was 200>d00 duoats-^the gi^test that had Men 
given for many ages with any princess, ^aSdhmr .joWue 
wasihe third part of the prindiudity of WalM^e dal^- 
^dom of ComwaU, and of the earidoin of Chijiir^ odd lit 
Case she should Uve t^hf^heen of Ebj^d, her JolMfO 
wuleft indefinite:— hut it was agreed that:it iiho^ ia 
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M great as that of any former queen. But the marriage 
proved, in the issue, unprosperous. The young prince, 
a few months after, sickened and died, much regretted 
by the narion. Henry the Seventh, desirous of conti- 
nuing his alliance with Spain, and extremely unwilling 
to restore Katharine’s dowry, obliged his second son, 
Jlenry, whom he created Prince of l^ales, to contract 
-hiniself to the widow of his brother. The Pope’s, dia- 
.pensation was considered sufficient to remove . all objec- 
' rions,— *-and to obviate the murmurs of the people, who 
.might dislike a. marriage in itself so disputable, a dispen*- 
sation was obtained on the 26th of December, 
taking notice, that in the petition, lately presented to the 
Pope, by Henry and Katharine, it had been declared, that 
her former marriage with Arthur, Prince of Wales, had, 
perhaps^ been consummated.” This was, at the time 
so seriously, believed, that Henry was not called Prince, 
of Wales till some considerable time after his brother’s 
death; nor was he created Prince, till every suspicioa. of 
her . pregnancy had subsided He, himself, . made • 
every opposition that could be ^pected from a youth* of 
twelve years of age ; but as the king persisted in his re- 
solution, their second nuptials were at length effected; 
sm event, which was afterwards attended with the most 
important consequences. 

* It must be recpllected that Arthur was not yet sixteen, but this 
will not be considered a sufficient reason Ibr presuming that the mar? 
riage was not consummated. The depositions of his attendants 
would appear to s^ the matter beyond all possibility of doubts — One 
of them deposed, that during the night, the Prince called for drinb, 
dttlaring, *^Abat he was thirsty, for he bad been in Spain, whieh 
was 9 , hot .country. It was even supposed, that bis death was: occa- 
8^11^ by his early marriage. Agaii|ji^ ^ese facts, if true, we have ^ 
only the solemn denial of Katharine. 
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> It is not a little remarkable that the king, whose po- 
licy or avarice strenuously urged him to insist on so un- 
natural a match, afterwards gave evident proofs of. his 
intention to take a proper opportunity of annulling the 
contract Whether internally convinced of the impro^ 
priety of the union, » or influenced by the honest opinion 
ofWarham, Archbishop of Canterbury, he ordered the 
young prince, as soon as he came of age, to enter a pro- 
^ testation against the marriage. On his death-bed, be 
further charged him, as his last injunction, not to finish 
an alliance so unusual, and exposed to such insuperable 
o]igections% 

.But when Henry the Eighth himself ascended the 
throne, and this most important affair was submitted to 
bift council, he adopted a lice of conduct more favour- 
able to {^Katharine. Notwithstanding the continued op- 
position of Warham, and others, he was either in- 
ijnenced by a majority of bis advisers, or the . meek and 
yirtuous character of'^be Princess had impressed him with, 
sentiments, which, if not amounting* to love, appeared 
sufficiently strong to render his union with her happy 
and .durable.— He was, therefore, in the beginning of 
June, 1^09, six weeks after he caine to the crown, again 
publicly married to her, and they were crowned together 
on the !24th of the same month. Three children, two 
sons who died soon after their birth, and one daughter, 
Mary, afterwards Queen of England, were the fruits of 
this inauspicious uniou. Yet, during a period of twenty 
y^rs, the conduct of the King does not appear to have 
been attended wi^ any remarkable degree of harshness, 
or even of coolness, to Katharine ; and, till be became 
enamoured of the superior beauty, and. . more sprightly 
clWacterof Anne Boleyn, be betrayed neither r^ent- 
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Mce, nor dislike to the step be had taken. His violent 
passions and imperious temper were apparently softened 
and subdued^by the unoffending simplicity, and placid 
dignity, of his queen. His youth and dissipation pre- 
vented him, for a long time, from entertaining any scru- 
ples with regard to his marriage ; though some incidents 
occurred sufficiently strong to rouse his attention, and 
inform him of the sentiments generally expressed on the 
subject. The proposal' of affiancing his daughter with 
Charles of Austria, was opposed by some reflections 
thrown on the supposed illegitimacy of the young Prih^ 
cess, and the same objection was revived/ when a similar 
offer was made of betrothing her to a prince of the 
blood-royal of France. Though these remarks at first 
made little impression on the mind of Henry, they con- 
tributed at length, with other causes, to increase his re- 
morse, and render his conscience more scrupulous. 

Tlic Queen was older than the King by no less than 
six years ; and, in the lapse of time, the decay of her 
beauty, together with some particular infirmities, concur- 
red, notwithstanding her blameless character, to render 
her person unpleasing to him. The premature death of 
stich of her children as survived their birth, and her fre- 
quent miscarriages, had excited some gloomy reflec- 
tions, and he was the more struck with this misfortune, 
as the curse of being childless is the very threatening 
contained in the Mosaic law, against those who espoused 
theur brother’s widow. The succession of the crown was 
.another important consideration, and it naturally oc- 
curred to every one, when the legality of Henry’s mar- 
riage was called in question. The dread of civil waiV^ 
arising from a disputed title, made the people universally 
desiroys of any event which might obviate so irreparfible 
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a calamity : — ^Aod the King was thus impelled, both bj * 
his private passions, ^d by considetations of public in-» 
terest, to seek the dissolution of hi^ inauspicious, and as 
he now esteemed it, unlawful marriage, with Katharine. 
He asserted, that his scruples arose entirely from private 
reflection. Himself a casuist and divine, he examined 
the question with, what he imagined to be, impartial atten* 
tion, and thought he had discovered in his favourite po« 
lemical author, Thomas Aquinas, a passage that precisely 
involved his own case, and as decidedly condemned it. 
Armed with this, and other authorities, he opened him- 
self ^o his confidential ministers, and, receiving from 
them opinions favourable to his design, he dispatched 
a secretary to Rome, to solicit a divorce. It is well 
known, however, and we need not enlarge upon ' it in 
this place, that Henry was swayed, though not, perhaps, 
first excitcfd, by a motive still more powerful, and that 
his growing love for Anne Boleyn greatly accelerated, 
if it was not the principal inducement to, this measure. 
It would lead us toe far to detail the proceedings of this 
extraordinary divorce, which so long occupied the atten- 
tion of Englan^ and of Europe. It will be sufficient to 
state, that Cleiiient the Seventh, after the most tedious 
delay, which the impatience and irascibility of the King, 
perhaps, increased, — ^and many struggles between his de- 
sire of obliging Henry, and his dread of offending the em- 
peror, the powerful nephew of Katharine, at length 
granted a commission to Campeggio and Wolsey, to in- 
quire into the circumstances of the case. 

The conduct of the Queen, upon this trying occasion^, 
was dignified and interesting; and forcibly recommends 
her to our pity and esteem. Though naturally of a mild 
md placid disposition, she could, when it was necessary. 




^|K4w*«ni’:iii fWptiWteg 

ilf* tUdP IWMilf- «xfKi|0dk . Tb» in^liMliaii oP.i^ 
cmi £a*ti.;Qpw^' iMr aiainaigt^ vidk IHmjfi 
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her daughter, which lbh|C|W0d w w eui wni y.- ‘cuaiM*.. 
gpieuce, gave her the mort ItveljF «opcera^i>'vM>*'(4iietf 
Mcic of jriddiag to arival». who,- she heUtved^ had e«{i|i> 
l^anted her m die Khig's i^hotieaii, waa jdao a/'vmy wa» 
taral motive: Actuated hj dieae eoundaiaciott^ alut 
aever ceased aolidtiag^ her nephew's amiiilanoe, aod'Caa^ 
needy entreated an -appeal of her causer to Rome^ taheia^. 
aionai she thought she could expect justices SbeieAisail 
io achnowledge the rigfat'of any court ta ti^ the validhl^ 
of tier marriage,' whidi was partly compoaed-df ifelA 
Khi^a fubleetat'r-'whei^ . theiefotcw ^ twiCN- ji^^ 
tfieaed Aeic commissioa- in Loadoo> aadmted dHa- King 
ud Queen to.i^pear ^befiMce' diem, they both p t e a a nt edl 
-thciaadTes> and the J£ing mAwered to hia naraw dhaifr 
cidled; hut th« (Saecn, inatead of nnawerii^.; tp- 
rose from her seat, and throwing heraelf at the Kkig^dhe^- 
addroMed him io- a padiedc i^eeeb, whieh waa rendeaedl 
alitt more alheting by her virtoe^- her ^gnity, aodi -belt. 
mh)%taaeat . told him, that she was a strpng^ iar 

hia dominmn^ withtt^ {HKiteedon, without conned, with*. 
e>nt--asai8)pi(*g , -eap^ the injustioe which hen 

enaples were pleaaed to'Inffiet' epoh her.;— that she haA 
gll^ttad-^ awdye eoantiy: without othfao resource Ani^ 
h^ aonnexion widt him and; hia: finnily,' and had-expet^ 
ed that, insteaS of suffering tb^mpe any yiolepce or ini- 
dm |ne Jnsaaed ie them ;Af e iwfegtit^ agmdal 
airtay |ldBftwtwe^— diet. dm. hdA:hawfi::hH wife dudug 
i!wen^year|,-and wouU appeitt te hiidaeU idm<^ bju;' 
j j fch a tie n a te aobaiiasien aelda-idltv^idrimt. pwit^hf^, 
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treatment than to be thus, fitter so long a time, tbtbwn 
from him with so muoh indignity ;— that sbe was con- 
scious, he himself Was assured, that her virgin honbii^ 
Was yet unstained ; and that her eoniiection With his bro-^ 
ther had bieeii carried iib further thbO the ceremony of 
marriage that their parents, the Kings of Kogland and 
Spain, were accounted the wisest princes of their time^ 
find had undoubtedly acted by the best advice; when they 
'^formed the agreement for that marriage, which wits hoW 
represented as so criminal and unnatural ; and that she 
acquiesced in their judgment, and would not submit her 
cause 1:0 be tried by a cburt, whose dep'endancie on her' 
enemies was too visible even to allow her any hope of 
obtaining from them an equitable or impartial decision/*' 
Having thus addressed the King, she made him a profound 
reverence, departed from the court, and wouldhever again 
appear in it. Henry himself acknowledged, when she was 
gone, that she had ever been a dutiful and affectionate wife,' 
and that the whole tehour of her behaviour .had been 
strictly conformable to the laws of honour and probity. 

•V ; ■ ■ ... 

Had the completion of this extraordinary divorce de- 
pended on the court of Rome, it certainly never would 
have taken place. Campeggio, the legate, obstructed its' 
progress in every stage, and left the kingdom, at last, 
without pronouncing any sentence, referring' the parties 
to the ultimate decision of the Pope. Biit Henry deter- 
mined to cut the Gordian knot, by appealing to the 
principal Universities, and, having received from them 
all judgments favourable to his cause, be, in defiance to 
the Pope, and of his own authority, on the 23d of May, 
1533, commanded Cranmer to pronounce the definitive' 
sentence, which abrogated his former marriage, and ler^ 
galized his union with Bpleyn. '*1 

■ 73 . * " 
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The unfortunate aud deserted Katharine had retired 
toAmpthill, in Bedfordshire, where, while the divorce 
was yet pending, die King continued to treat her with 
respect «nd distinction; and endeavoured, by every per- 
suasion, to engage her consent to their disunion ; but she 
continued inflexible in maintaining the validity of her 
marriage, and would admit no person to her presence 
who did not approach her with the accustomed ceremo- 
nial. Henry, forgetful of his wonted generosity to her, 
employed menaces against such of her servants who 
complied with her commands in that particular, but 
could never make her relinquish her title and pretensions. 
A jointure was assigned her only as Princess-Dowager. 
She died at Kimbolton, in Huntingdonshire, on the 6th 
of January, 1636. A short time before she expired, she 
wrote a very tender letter to the King, in which she calls 
him her most dear Lord, King, and Hiaband; and con- 
cludes with these words — I make this vow, that mine 
eyes desire you above ail things. The obdurate heart of 
Henry was softened by this last tender proof of her af- 
fection, and he wept as he pdrused her dying expres- 
sions, but the rival queen is said to have enjoyed this 
completion of her triumph, beyond what decency or hu- 
manity allowed. 

Katharine was a devout and pious Princess ; and lat- 
terly led a severe and mortified life. She worked much 
with her hands, and kept her women always employed 
about her. When the two legates announced their com- 
mission, she appeared before them with a skein of silk 
round her neck. She was buried in the cathedral church- 
of Peterborough. 
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of Mexico of die Duke of Florence, ''S^ch enaUed 
Charles *10 OOmmenee the ne^of Meta ^'die head '^ 
50,000 men. The success of dus' enteipii^, it is w^ 
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The love of letters, which may be (galled hereditary in 
the family of the Medici, rendered Cosmo I. po lem cele- 
brated than his predecessors. He attracted the notice of 
men of learning, attachecTlhiPnktd his persim by rewards 
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age of fifly^five^. leaving a son, Fianfois Maria, tbeftther 
of Mary de hledicis, wife of Henry. IV^ Who fimdhOd a 
miserable.;]iie in one of those asylhms open to indig^Oe, 
fsr.firom the dominioos of her fsidtersHid of the states oter 
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MADAME DACIER. 

This celebrated Lady was bom in the year 16151, at 
Saumur, where her father, Tanneguy Le Fevre, tanght 
hhe belles lettres. In the evenings he instructed his son, 
to whom Anne, his younger sister. Whispered the responses 
when his memoiy failed him. This being perceived 
by Le' Fevre, he examined his daughter, then only 
eleven years of age, conceived she was born to become 
eminent in literature, add, from that moment, made her 
quit her needle to commence her studies almost at the 
same time, of the Latin and Greek tongues. The Italian 
language followed by Way of recreation ; and, in a little 
time, the scholar became the instructor of her professor. 

In the year 1672, Ver Esther died.- In the year fol»> 
lowing, Mad"** Le Fevre went to Paris, where the.Dnke 
de Monpensier, engaged her to prepare editions of Latin 
authors, for the use of the Dauphin. Two years after^ 
wards, she published her Ilona, of which she sent a 
copy to the Queen Christina, of Sweden, who, in a Com- 
plimentaiy letter, urged her to become a catholic. 

In 1683, she manied M. Dacier, and soon after, th^ 
renounced the protestant religion, which being known to 
Louis the Fourteenth, he granted her a pension of 2000 
livres. 
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her Commentaries on several authors, Mad. Dacie'r suc- 
cessively translated, into French, the best pieces of 
Plautus and Aristophanes. The Terence, which she pub- 
lished some tim^'after, was preferred to that of M“** de 
Portroyal; and her translations of Anacreon, and of 
Sappho, were foljpwed by those of the Iliad and the 
Odya^.- This yi^ to a literary dispute between La 
Motte> Hprdouin; and Mad. Dacier, who, in her de- 
fence of did not, at ail times, avail herself of^ 

the goodneu.of her;^RK. 

.i k t 

A good mother, a sincere friend, and virtuous wife; 
Madame Dacier was a model of tenderness and prudence, 
of modesty and erudition, of frankness and of piety, 
■She was never, yain of her writings, nor did she ever,’ in 
her conversation, render apparent the advantage she 
might have displayed over those with whom she associ- 
ated, She E^as equally reserved in matters of religion : 
she pretended, that things of such importance were 
above the reach' of females, who ought to rest satisfied 
with adoring the divinity and doing good. She had two 
daughters and a eon ; and such was her benevoleqce, 
that her husband was compelled to restrain her liberality, 
which often exceeded their revenue. 

Towards the end of life. Mad. Dacier suffered great 
bodily affliction, which she bore with the greatest resig- 
nation ; and was lost to the literary world, on the 17 th 
of August, 17 ^©, at tlie age of sixty-nine. 
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earhr wit^ either on folitious subjeets or public occasions. 
It W99 not till tie^%sti of Cromwell in 1638, that ho 
bemme a poblic candidate for fttme, by pphtjul^ig 
Jfe^ SUaaaa on" the late Lori iPnaectory which, cons* 
pared^ wi;di tie venM of ^9^ and Waller , on ti(^j|rae 

rising poet When tie king was restored, Biyden, lUm 
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After altered and revived ; but since the plays are said to 
be printed in the order in which they were written, from 
the dates of some, those ot others may be inferred. Thus 
it may be collected, that in 1663, in the thirty-second 
year of his age, he commenced writer for the stage, com- 
pelled undoubter^y by necessity, for he appears never to 
have loved that exercise of his genius, nor to have much 
pleased himself with his own dramas. Of the stage, when 
he had once invaded it, he kept possession for man/ 
years ; not indeed without the competition of rivals, who 
sometimes prevailed, or the censure of critics, which was 
always poignant and often just, but with such a degree of 
reputation as made him at least secure of being heard, 
whatever might be the final determination of the public. 
To the English reader they are too well known to require, 
in this place, either enumeration or particular notice. 

In 1667, he published Annm Mirabilis, the Year of 
Wonders, which may be esteemed one of his most ela- 
borate works. It is addressed, to jfir Robert Howard by 
a letter, which is not properly a dedication ; and, writing 
to a poet, he has interspersed many critical observations, 
of which some arc common, and some perhaps hazarded 
without much consideration. It is written in quatrains, 
or heroic stanzas of four lines, a measure which he had 
learned from the Gondibert of Davenant, and which he 
then thought the most majestic that the English language 
affords. Of this stanza he mentions the incumbrances, 
increased as (hey were by the exactness which the age 
required. It was, throughout his life, very much his cus- 
tom to recommend his works, by a representation of the 
difficulties he had encountered, without appearing to have 
sufficiently considered, that where there is no difficulty 
there ^ no praise. 
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He was now so much distinguished that, in 1668, he 
succeeded Sir William Davenant, as poet-Iaureat. The 
salary of the laureat had been raised, in favour of Jonson, 
by Charles I. from an hundred marks to an hundred 
pounds a year, and a tierce of wine — a revenue, in those 
days, not inadequate to the convenien^ies of life. The 
same year he published his Essay on j5ramatic Poetry, an 
elegant and instructive dicalogue, in which, we are told by 
^ Prior, that the principal character is meant to represent 
the Duke of Dorset. This work seems to have given 
Addison a model for his Dialogues on Medals. In 1661, 
Dryden became yet more conspicuous, by uniting politics 
with poetry, in the memorable satire called Absalom and 
Achitophely written against the faction which, by Lord 
Shaftesbury’s incitement, set the Duke of Monmouth at 
its bead. Of this poem, in which personal satire was ap- 
plied to the support of public principles, and in which, 
therefore, every mind was interested, the reception was so 
eager, as to have been afterwards equalled only by the 
trial of Sacheverell. * The reason of this general perusal 
Addison has attempted to derive from the delight which 
the mind feels in the investigation of secrets ; and thinks 
that curiosity to decypher the names, procured readers to 
the poem. There is no reason, however, to inquire why 
those verses were read, which, to all the attractions of 
wit, elegance, and harmony, added the co-operation of all 
the factious passions, and filled every mind with triumph 
or resentment. 


Soon after the accession of King James, when the de- 
sign of reconciling the nation to the church of Rome be- 
came apparent, and the religion of the court gave the 
only efficacious title to its favours, Dryden declared him- 
self a convert to popery. The priests having strengthened 
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their cause by so powerful an adherent^ were not long be- 
fore they brought him into action. They engaged him to 
defend the controversial papers found in the strong box 
of Charles 11. and what was still more difficult, to defend 
them against Stillingfleet. With the hope of promoting 
popery, he was e*r:^loyed to translate Maimbourg’s His- 
tory of the League, which he published with a large in- 
troduction. His name is likewise prefixed to the English 
Life of St. Francis Xavier, but he never owned himself^*^ 
the translator. Perhaps the use of his name was a pious 
fraud, which, however, seems not to have had much effect, 
for neither of the books were popular. Having probably 
felt his own inferiority in theological controversy, he was 
desirous of trying whether, by bringing poetry to aid bis 
arguments, he might become a more efficacious defender 
of his new profession. To reason in verse, was, indeed, 
one of his powers ; but subtilty and harmony united are 
still feeble when opposed to truth. Actuated, therefore, 
by zeal for Rome, or hope of fame, he published the Hind 
and Panther^ a poem, in wh\ch tfie church of Rome, 
figured by the fnitk-whUe hind, defends her tenets against 
the church of England, represented by iha panther, a beast 
beautiful, but spotted, A fable which exhibits two beasts 
talking theology, appears at once full of absurdity ; and 
it was accordingly ridiculed in the City Mouse and Country 
Mouse, a parody, written by Montague, afterwards Earl of 
Halifax, and Prior, who then gave the first specimen of 
his abilities. 

A very few months after, every hope of the catholics 
was blasted for ever by the Revolution. A papist could 
now be no longer laureat. The revenue, which he had 
enjoyed with so much pride and praise, was transferred to 
Sbadwell, an old enemy, whom he had formerly stigma- 
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tized by the name of Og. Dryden could not decently 
complain when he was deposed, but seemed very angry 
that Shadwell succeeded him; and has therefore cele- 
brated the intruder’s inauguration, in a poem exquisitely 
satirical, called Mac Flecknoe, of which the Dunciad, as 
Pope himself declares, is an imitation^'!4iough more ex- 
tended in its plan, and more diversified in its incidents. 
In 1693 , appeared a new version of Juvenal and Persius. 

Juvenal, he translated the first, tliird, sixth, and six- 
teenth satires. On this occasion, he introduced his two 
sons to the public, as nurselings of the muses. The four- 
teenth of Juvenal was the work of John, and the seventh 
of Charles Dryden. In 1694, he began the most laborious 
and difficult of all his works, the translation of Virgil, 
from which he borrowed two months, that he might turn 
Fresnoy’s Art of Painting into English prose. The pre- 
face, which he boasts to have written in twelve mornings, 
exhibits a parallel of poetry and painting, with a miscel- 
laneous collection of critical remarks, such as cost a mind 
stored like his no labour tp produce. Dryden also pro- 
jected an Epic Poem, but the parsimony of bis patrons 
caused him to abandon bis design. Of the little encou- 
ragement he received he sorely complains, in an Essay 
on Satire,” addressed to the Earl of Dorset, and prefixed 
to his translation of Juvenal; in which, after mentioning 
an outline of his plan, he adds — This I had intended 
chiefly for the honour of my native country, to which a 
poet is particularly obliged. Of two subjects, both re- 
lating to it, I was doubtful whether I shoivld chuse — that 
of Kiog Arthur conquering the Saxons, which, being 
farther distant in time, gives the greater scope to my 
invention — or that of Edward the Black Prince, in sub- 
duing Spain and restoring it to the lawful prince, though 
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a great t 5 ^rant, Don Pedro the Cruel, which, for the com- 
pass of time, including only the expedition of one year, 
for the greatness of the action and its unanswerable 
event, for the magnanimity of the English hero opposed 
to the ingratitude of the person whom he restored, and 
for the many btf«?*tiful episodes which I hiid interwoven 
with the principal designs, together with the characters 
of the chiefest English persons (wherein, after Virgil 
and Spenser, I would have taken occasion to represent 
my living friends and patrons of the noblest families, and 
also shadowed the events of future ages in the suc- 
cession of our imperial line) — with these helps, and 
those of the machines which I have mentioned, 1 
might perhaps have done as well as some of my prede- 
cessors, or at least chalked out a way for others to amend 
my errors in a like design ; but being encouraged only 
with fair words by King Charles 11. my little salary ill 
paid, and no prospects of a future subsistence, I was then 
discouraged in the beginning of my attempt : and now 
age has overtaken me, and waat, a more insufferable evil, 
through the change of the times, has wholly disabled mc.^’ 
His last work was bis fables, published in consequence, as 
is supposed, of a contract, by which he obliged himself, in 
consideration of SOOl. to finish for the press ten thousand 
verses. In this volume was contained the Ode on St. Cecilia’s 
Day, which, as appeared by a letter communicated to Dr. 
Birch, he .^petit a fortnight in composing and correcting. 
But the time was now at hand which was to put an end to 
all his schome;^. and labours. On the 1st of May, 1701, 
Jitiving been some time a cripple in bis limbs, be died in 
Gerard-si reet, of a mortification in his leg. 

The character of Dryden, as a writer, is thus given by 
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Dr. Johnson. Dryden may be properly considered at 
the father of English criticism — as the writer who first 
taught us to determine upon principles the merit of com- 
position. Of our former poets the greatest dramatist 
wrote without rule, conducted through life and nature by 
a genius that rarely misled and never d^erted him. As 
Dryden had studied with great diligence the art of poetry, 
and enlarged or rectified his notions by experience, per- 
petually increasing, he had his mind stored with principles 
and observations. He poured out his knowledge with 
little labour ; for of labour, notwithstanding the multipli- 
city of his productions, there is sufficient reason to sus- 
pect that he was not a lover. It will be difficult to prove 
that Dryden ever made any great advances in literature. 
Yet it cannot be said that his genius is ever unprovided 
of matter, or that his fancy languishes in penury of ideas. 
His works abound with knowledge, and sparkle with il- 
lustrations. There is scarcely any science or faculty that 
does not supply him with occasional images, and lucky 
similitudes — every pige discovers a mind very widely 
acquainted both with art and nature, and in full possession 
of great stores of intellectual wealth. From his prose, 
Dryden derives only accidental and secondary praise — the 
veneration with which his name is pronounced by every 
cultivator of English literature, is paid to him as hc^re- 
fined the language, improved the sentiments, and tuned 
the numbers of English poetry. His chief defects were 
affectation and negligence. Such is the unevenness of his 
compositions, that ten lines are seldom found together, 
without something of which the reader is ashamed. He 
was no judge of his own pages ; he seldom struggled after 
supreme excellence, but snatched in haste what was within 
his reach ; and when he could content others, was him- 
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«elf contented. What he bad once written, he dismissed 
from his thoughts; and I believe there is no example to 
be found of any coiTecri^<«r ijuprovement made by him 
after publication. The hastiness of his productions might 
be the efiect of necessity; but his subsequent neglect 
<ppttld rhantty h|j|e anyiother caniie .^aft<sm|ridiencu of 
study... With all b\idefectib howevm'^^he hud mons'inusic 
thw Waller, moiU;rigQqr<4^«# J^euhaio^Mld'Ulorejnature 
than. Cowley.- . ....... 

Waller waa lo^th— Di^den taught to join 
The varying verse^ the fiiil-resouDdin|{ line. 

The long majestic inarch^ and energy 'divme. 








ALBERT DURER. 


This memorable artist was bom a^Noremberg, in 
1471. His father was a goMsmidi, an^ was desirous riiat 
his son should follow his profSession ; but the talents of 
Albert were directed to the arts. He placed himaftl f 
under the tuition of Michael Wo^emuth, with whoui he 
continued threa yeua, who taught him to paint and en- 
grave/ His progi^ in these pursuits was so extremely 
rapid, that he vary soon surpassed his master. The em- 
peror, Maximilian, delighted with his genius, took him 
into his employment, and very magnificently rewarded 
his services. The placid disposition of Albert JDurer,and 
the suavity of his manners, procured for him the fiiend- 
ship of the great. He was no less esteemed by hia 
brother artists, whose works he was ever ready to applaud. 
He sent his portrait, kith several engravings, to Raphael 
who, in return, transmitted him his resemblance and vi^ 
rions drawings. During his travels in Holland, he formed 
an intimacy with Lucas of Leyden, a very riiilful painter. 
Upon his return he was appointed a member of tba 
Council of Nuremberg. 

The perverse and avaricious temper of the wife of 
Albert Durer, troubled his repose, and shortened his life. 
He died on the eighth of April, 15£8, at the age of fi%- 
seven. ' 

As a pmnter, Albert Durer may be caOed the fisAv of 
the German school. He was not entirely exempt ftom 
th^ defects of the artists of his couhtry, such •(! a dryness 

89 * 
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in his contonrs, too much sameness in the folds of his 
draperies, a want of gradation in his colouring, and fre- 
quent errors, in point c0^fi|0||ej[jut the fertility of his 
genius, the truth and spirit of his compositions, brilliancy 
of colouring, and care in execution, will be ever admired. 

rf ~ dlf ~ift Dacet^ ^aj«piidm*dieiiiiiS&ld 
hgilK'heelBilhe had;ji^adadi«d.‘Bt.>BS&aiut 

d'flSOVwsidLentiqfRity.o'J to 

.f-oifi’) :>ri Mi' ,jjni-*< i!sq ooiiifi'j .y/asi :oa ■)<[ nlnrr*.-' 
st:igoeafcti|KKtinil 0 of^liia' Iiira9!«4«i:ciu> 
gghviag<!}>it indeed^* tfap.^ffogmasthb inadt^ wBhai 
art>'’Wd>:h9f<his..v«inahk::|>aaft, 4hati!bin.:a(M|uiiaolMa«^ 
tfwcdihaiy,' reputatiioni > xHeti was tbe first whsiicngsavdd 
iqpoBtWood,iisuid'the jQTMktoiiiiir etobing^< laikiadifh-tiiiw 
his piiiitd were much in' Taqines4i!and< sdUinnHintaiii a ie> 
i||>actnMn|dace>uatheiiCBHeetiooB-ef>asBntfMrit <^isaMe]ts^ 
iiialndin^ bisi wood engnmngs, compmei'iiedriyifimu hua« 
dMd-and-My snlyeptsi; bntiif to these be addedtbo pieces 
OlignyeiLBRevi faiadie»gm, »«tith the aopea,-' they, eauched 
twelve hundred and ^y«- .i!‘ ^ . 'j ■■■:>• < 

• liielcBOwIedge of Albert Durer was not confined to She 
fiowaMs.' Besides a “Treatise on the Proportions ofitbe 
Hnmisa Body,’^ hocemposed several works on geometry, 
perspective, and on architecture, civil' and military. - 
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G; Gerard Edelinck was born at Antw^p, in the 
year 1646^ where he received the first principles of his 
art in the shop of Cornelius Galles, the younger. Co- 
teraporary with many of the disciples of the school of 
Rubens^ he announced, at an early age, the most favour- 
able dispositions, which he afterwards developed with 
much success. Invited into France, by Colbert, who 
was desirous of patronizing genius, in whatever country 
it might be found, Gerard made himself perfect in his 
profession, by attending to the counsels of Pitau et 
Poilly. Charged with the execution of the Holy Family 
of Raphael, and the picture of Alexander in the Tent af 
Darius, of Le Brun, Edelinck succeeded so completely, 
that his engravings, m bis life-time, were considered as 
chef d’ceuvres in his art. Indeed, all the works of this 
artist were finished with uncommon care, so that nothing 
of indifferent merit ever came, out of bis hands. His 
Magdalen^ and the Christ with Angels^ are admirable pro- 
ductions; and the portraits of Desjardins, Rigaud, 
Dilgerus, and that of Champagne, in particular, are un-r 
commonly beautiful ; and without recurring to the pre- 
deliction of Edelinck for the last performance, it is dif- 
ficult to decide which is the best produc^on, 

Louis the Fourteenth, who encouraged the arts, be-^ 
cause he was enamoured of glory, did not suffer so much 
merit to go unrewarded. Edelinck was made a Knight 
of the order of St. &{icbel ; obtained the distinc^tion of 
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Engraver to his Majesty, with a pension and an apart* 
ment in the royal hotel da GobeUm. He was admitted 
into the Academy of Paintings, as one of its directors, 
and almost all the celebrated personages of the age of 
Louis the Fourteenth evinced considerable anxiety to 
have their portrmts engraved by him; the facility with 
which he worked, enabling him to comply with their de- 
sires. Few engravers, therefore, have produced a greater 
number of works. After enjoying a long career of pro- 
fessional distinction, he died in the year 1707} at the 
age of sixty-six. 

A bold and great style, a flowing and correct outline, 
characterize all the productions of this great artist. His ' 
plates have a mellow tone, and are so perfect in point 
of harmony, that they resemble pictures. Audran, al- 
though his manner was directly opposite, is the only 
engraver that can be compared with him. The grada- 
tions in the works of Edelinck are varied to the degree 
that is highly requisite, in older to discriminate pro- 
perly the nature of objects, which his engravings repre- 
sent, without destroying ,the general harmony which 
ought ever to be kept in view. 

Although a centuiy has now elapsed since the death 
of Edelinck, and the art of engraving, since bis time, 
particularly in England, has made rapid progress to- 
wards perfection, the prodnctioQs of Edelinck are still 
held in much esteem. 








^ MADAME BE LA FAYETTE. 

Madame os .tA EiTETts the clwgtor of 
D’Aymer, Yirgne, aD4:;(voyeiii.Q»Df .|JEVK. 

To the iw>Bt Attmctlve featnceft she. combined, a tender 
heart, an enlarged tmd cultivai^ mind, a wonderfui faci- 
lity in acquiring knowledge, and a penetration which led 
her very readily to Comprehend the lessohs of her masters. 
These were Menage and le fen Rapin, by whom slm was 
instructed in tlm Latin .0ngae. : * . 

On her arrival at Piuris her acquaintance was sought 
after by Masbtnse de Sambpaillet, by Voiture^ Montausier, 
CalliCres, and the Baku de la Rocbefoueanlt, The latter , 
confessed himself wholly ignorant of die passiem of love ; 
and, during the last twenty-five yearn of his life, he epn- 
ceived the most unalterable friendship for Madame de la 
Fayette; . It was of this nobleman that, she said-^Me, itis 
true, formed my odderstandipAii I reformed his heart.' 

Madame ,de la Fayette ufU often honoured w^th llie 
society of H and man^ Other 

learned and literary characters, who.acknowlcdged that she 
had more solidity than Madame de Rambouillet, and more 
taste than, Mad"** de Senderi. This opinion, and the ex- 
treme amability of her disposition in the judgment of 
Madame de Sevignfi, repel,, in a very decisive manner, the 
erroneous idea of La Beaumelle, ^ho thought himself 
justified, by injurious representations, to avenge the little 
respect she evinced. to wards Madame de Maiatenoii..v 
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i ''Mada|p« la Fayette - ptbetiyita proM ; bot\ 

mpi, 4^b^:^t&|$^taiga<^' -repeated* 

• t^mt It migh- 

Imur. Stia VMdi to coinFaj« bad traoslaUM to lacqiieja* 


ittto follies 4^ eoi^ they were ea- 

'i4bt|i^''wlib ; ai^ 

>^p^’ -‘^ias'^iaDi^if'' bbWb^^ 'be«ireyer'veici&il^^ bk 




' 'l9er witfk'bas 'tbb'^ . wideii'i.alie' pab- 

lishM adder tbe -Habid.of S ^al i;gv <ife bad a prodigious 
sneceb,| anid Foateoelle codfossed* tbat be read it foinr 
iaccetsion. The ' J Vdiii tsai ds* ^^ i lowiprtiiie r* and 
tie J^iituem de Ctevet^etiaAvaiBdL tbe repstt^ob of Macbune 
Faj^etjte; itbe^ bccdidi^;; to the opiBioos'of Vk>l> 
tidifo^' wit'''ilhe;.&j|ii; Wrii^ d^iiQiittiCM/'i)l%bicb:.-tl^ aoseo' 
-bers of ' 'yirte^' perbaiis'' ^advenfoMb 


^ Hegfku^^ '^;m" Fayette was; bdnl’-bi’jdhe;.year i69i^ was 

. and dayB 

sbe-;bl#'-s^el^' W -Aoeong 

. ^ ps|j|n mdansi^pts were-iiqddd'^ of wldeb 
'di^e^;.|dsl''.|||robjj^''^e^'w^^lBeboe;-<« :bBr' aoii*«^^ 
the :ei^Til^ibe;,wb4^^heMb^^ 
t:^I.iddEh"8iei|t^' ' thtrbdjtildbl|l''^tfonr^'t^ baytt'ihcea 






DU FRESNOY. 


Du FitESNoir devoted himself n6«l6s8 to the study 
of the heiles kttres than to and, pethaps, was 

more learned in the theoi^y ttiiik h^ |iractictd part of 
his art. ^Although be''Iett behind him ihany adinithble. 
pictures,, he is principally indebted to his poem' (fe ufrtc 
GrapAtcd, fdr the repdtaiion^e' ehjo^s. 

Charles Alphonso da Fresnoy was bom, at Paris, in 
the year 16^11. He, like his friend Mignard, was ia> 
tended for ’ the profession of .physic, and received a very 
liberal education. To a taste for poetry he, united,, very 
early, a disposition for painting. To oppose this inch* 
nation, his parents had recourse to the most rigorous 
measures, but all thrar exertions were fraitless to check 
him in his career. After passing two years In' the. 8chobls 
of Perrier and Simqn Youet, he. set out. for Rome with-, 
out the smallest resource. To. supply himself with, ne-' 
cessaries, he at first painted the ruins of celebrated edi- 
fices, among which.he was wont to meditate. In con- 
junction with Mignard, who participated in all his la- 
bours, his '^plbasures, and his indigence, he . undertook, 
several works that developed the profound knowledge he 
had of his art. By the aid of poetry he engraved in his 
memory the principles of painting, and k is to this pre- 
caution that his poem may be ascribed. Accustomed to 
meditation, he devoted a considerable portion of his time 
in contemplating the chef d’oeuvres of the great mas- 
ters; and often laid aside his pencil to record their pe- 
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cnliar beantia. Die pietoree ef. Dtiaa he copied'iTttk 
B degree of enthatiasm. He ezpl<»ed, at Venice, new 
•onrces of information ; 'wdr afttt having communicated 
bis poem to the most t^ebUited and best informed 
painters of Italy, he returned into France, where he 
hron^t a work to peifectionvhicl^ hadbeeBbisprin- 
dJialoosepalifmiAwjiseiicojof yearr. . ? Hisnnisforti^s, 
fat^ver^^tfeHomiil fciisctio •Us isaiay*«BiMiti 3 iv<-hBt. liig* 
Aard^ who had xisut^to m»etate of afflaenee,. made him 
paitM|i|ssta in his conferlst. and lodged hka in. his .houses 
Ak length, havii^. received an apoflcetic attadc,.iM eras 
conveyed to his brother's, residence at Vilhers4ei>BeI, 
wheie he terminated a very unhappy life in the year 1665, 
at -tbd age of fifty-four. 

>t. . . . . >■ . , . , 

There are bnt few pictures of this master' mentioned, 
by any writer,- but they attest, that in his s^le of colour*. 
•mg he haitated Dtian, and in his taste of design, the 
manner of the Caracci. . . 

. la the apittian.ef conncnsseilrs, the poem ot Pn Fres^ 
nOy. is divested of grace-and elegance, bat full of useful 
and jndiciaas precepts. It ‘exhibits a mind cuUvatad 
by reading of -the best aathors, and possessing the most 
fiimiliar<acqBaiBtance With the objects of wbidi it speaks. 
Diis elahnrate performance has been translated into va> 
rhms hmgnages i bnt the EngUsh version by Mason, with 
the eeiBmentaiy Sir Joshua Reynolds, is esteemed the 
best. 




RUntfA hy Bimseir. 


rav'd, George Cooka . 


•ndon,- Di^hJ'h'd ly Vernar.Hood, ib SKarp^,J*ou 2 tiy 1808. 



HENRY GOLTZItJS- 


Goitz, brCfoLtziVs, was bom af Mtiel^recb^ iathO 
Duchy of Juliers, in the year 1588. rfis father, a pain^ 
ter on glass, taught him the first deuiedts Of drawing, 
and a person, named Coornhut, those Of engraving.— 
Desirous of making a ]^pid pro|^$8 in his art, andre^ 
establishing his health|.)nuch imptured by some domestic 
afflictions, Goltzius travdled tiWMigh Gennaoy, dis- 
guised as a valet, in order ^ learn the opinion that pre^ 
vailed of his works, and wi^ w . view of profiting hy the 
observations of artists and oonnp^senrs. He afterwards 
directed his steps into Italy, and took up his residence 
at Rome and Naples, where’ he apphed hiinself to the 
study of the mtique— the works of Raphael— «nd, in a 
particular manner, of those of Miohad Angelo. 

Goltzius, whose dtill in drawing was profound, has 
engraved various subjects composed by that extraordi- 
nary master, in which are observable a bold and vigorous 
graver (perhaps, too metiiodical), a stroke, at times, ca* 
priciousj and, in general, httle hatmOny in its effects. 
But, notwithstanding these defects, which belonged as 
much to his age as to his school, this artist may be re- 
garded as one of those who discovered the right path to 
stroke engraving; and, to ^is day, his works ate the 
first models tiiat are placed in the hands of students, 
on entering upon their career. 

Versatile hi his labours, giving to his prodnctions that 
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body, life tad character, that struck his fancy; he sue* « 
ceeded, in an eminent degree, in copymg the manner* 
of other artists. Of his works, in that class, the six fol* ' 
. lowing* plates are particularly distiuguished, and consp 
dered his chef d’oeuvres: — ^the Annunciation — ^the Visi- 
tation — the Nativity — the Circumcision — the Adoration 
of the Virgin— ahd, the Holy Vamily each executed in 
imitation of the style of Raphael, of Baroccio,' Bassano, 
Albert Purer, and Lucas of Leyden. His mode of en- 
graving from this last master,- was considered so excel- 
lent, that a proof impression of a plate, done in the style 
of Albert Purer, which had been smoked, was purchased 
at an metraewdinary price by an amateur, who conceived 
it to be a production of that master, never before disco- 
tered. 

Goltzius has painted, likewise, various historical pic« 
tares. In gen^, the ai( of his figures is a little over- 
charged, but 'his compositions are rich, and his colour- 
ing tolerably true. * 

. We have also, of this master, various pen drawings, 
with figures as large as life, and ably characterised: the 
mellow , and ingenious stroke of which indicates a man 
poss^ug consummate skill in his art. In the Academy 
pf Sain't Petersburgh there are many of his drawings. 

Mmong the great number of disciples of this master^ 
James Ajathou; John Saerdain, and John Muller, are the 
most celebrates Goltzius died at Haerlemy in 1617« 









H£KEY 


dvibg ''4to''Wift: MtiilHliil 

pmodfl ft moddtk Irfstttiyl H« «ciaHi^^ 

•igoal ief«d«tfa« itf 

Mankindj biW«akj-goiil >e thtti 
ibe oonseqpMBce of ftiifim «oji 
fitdo fMoaAf^stf or oMmut/ ii» oBoifaMiMli^^ 
rauiy of the priOBtfaood, Adl^ liMrotnr ]piinj||ldy 

«ie tMaidied by dM icotiinA 

to hidaafiy thofe* iiiiBieiiie<4daiMliit olfich • b o d’l illllf'tOd 
iei^t jesdnd^y, At hope Oid i«#oiid«Of fdhsitMf ivt 
the indiscriioliliatiti^ vidleocM Of Mi eoirtiOeirioily Odd 
the cmdty |l^h aorompivued them, too often diigtoced 
dieee m ee i ot e t w b lil l o mere enKglhteiMd poMey #e^ 
have avotted. Kftiiar him icdvilipatfon ttoMhot^o^ 
ntpid stri^i hot it wi|i oddom ;Aiic hiniaaiigi^ ot a leih 
for hitpibid^ entor^fotohii vimn^ or eidt^uoaed Ml 
prints of iKfinm.jiB a word, be may he mM t6 haw 
displayed, ' in ino^f hm acti^ 'dm obatiiiacy cd wUga^ 
and the feiooUy of a Arrant. 

- Few of oor monareha evet ascended the diraoe aader ' 
more fttvonraUe oiieamstanoes than Ha^ the- BidiHh'. 
His father had omWed the ftedoas spiritaf the pep^, 
and sttbdned tlmlM|th|;hiy tgWm hiawobies; He Ve» 
qneaihed whim aMai(ditmf'ditt eqjo^ pralbtsiid p m e e . 
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an exeh’eqver filled with a treasure that had been the 
Ksidt of a long and steady economy — a virtue always re* 
"i|>ectable in a sovereign^ when it is not sullied by avarice. 
Henry had received from nature those qualities which were * 
most likely to cultivate the affections of his subjects — 
a handsome person, a good understending, and the most 
skilful agUity in ill rtumly exercises. The literary ac- 
complishments of his age had also extended and im- 
hit natural tidmits ; but this brillifmt combination 
of intellectnal merit and personal beauty, was productive 
of little advantage to England^Henry abused the af- 
Jeetiont of hit people to gratify his . own inordinate 
pasnont. Hit treasures were, foretime, subservient to 
Jiia prodigalify, without at all benefiting the state ; his 
Jeaming excited* the blirfdest confidence in- his own 
powers, and. rendered him impatimit of the slightest 
CODtiadcction. ' He was often fortunate in his choice of 
vise and able ministers, but they w«re» raltemately, fibe 
instrumentt and the yictims of his despotism. 

The war wUeb he undertook ngunsi Fiwce, asnei^ 
jthe earlier, aets. of his reign, was closed by an useless 
victory . and a dishonourable treaty. He was incapable of 
#ollewing'up the brilliant result#-^ of the Battle the 
Bpwt, end the cmiqoest.of Tdnrilfy. Wolsey had at 
first drawn England ii^ the league ‘Ugainst the King of 
France, but flattered by the caresses of Francis, he per- 
suaded his master to change the whole system of his 
politics, and declare hiaaself agunst his former allies. 
This ‘flitdamed minister had now attuned the highest 
dignities' in church and state. Loose in his morals, he 
soon. became tim favourite of ^a voluptoous prince, and 
&tle ddimun as to the meehahy whidt he acquired and 
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maintained bis power^ .he supplied- Aa* 
his master, by the most odious exactions. * Eveiy pfindildlK 
of laar, decency, and public interest, was sacrificed to l|ia> 
‘criminal ambition.' Disappointed in his preposte^ns da* 
si^ of obtaining the Tiara,: he was at least detennined to^ 
secure his- influence, by adding to his other numerous, 
titles, that of Legate of the Holy See. He was detested by> 
the nobility, but as the King was,' in some degree, an 
accomplice in all his acts of violence, this hatred was 
long injurious only to themselves; and Buckingham, 

. whose'fiuher had perished under the brutal tyranny of 
Richard, was himself beheaded for having hazarded soma 
indiscreet reflections on the haughty favourite. In order 
to render the King perfectly independent,' he had levied 
taxes by force of the royal authority alotae. Such a.vio« 
lation of the popular right appeared to menace an ior 
surreetion, and the monarch was compelled to disavow- 
the financial operations of Wolsey. A prodigal king, as. 
insatiable minister, and the avidity of the church of Roipf, 
who derived)s|Kh eUbrmous sums from the superstition 
o£ the people^ andtbe interested connivances of its le« 
gate^uch . were the principal causes which were to 
operate so. remarkahle a change in the sentiments of 
mankin d — explode errors .so long and so faithfully cbnt 
rished-=-and separate fruan. the bosom of the churchy thf 
nation which had;, of a)l others, perhaps, the . most pa> 
tiently submitted to its ecclesiastical superiority. 

• ■ ’ 

' The clergy .had indeed lost much of its infiueqoei it, 
had become odious for its vices, .and contemptible foe 
its ignorance. Wolsey hiinsdf, whose interest would hato. 
semned insepMabla firom that of his order, ^ gave the ficsiit 
blow, by piapoting the ft certam.ti.ftmb^v 



dF^nnilulMki. * This wn* onfy a pnMata a man mm 
]ai|gad af dcattnclseB. it wm aociAaratied bp 

evMto of a nere domestic and poweifal naitDM.^ 
Henry had eoneetred a vieknt attachment fat Anne 
Beleyo, irfaCy td nddommon baaoty, nnhad graft mva* 
chy of ttind; and a spkit of ambition wbU^ co«dd on^ 
1^ satiafed. by a dtovn. 'Fo gratify the pride of tbiai 
ntimanj die hanghty king was compelled so eaeiitiee: the 
rlapect be owed to Katharine his queen, tfae dsaghter of 
afetifg, aad conneeted with most of the sovereigns of En* 
rdpe^ iMkiaedforhM private’ virtues, and who had also' 
liMehim three children. She had been for some mondM 
the wife of Atdntr, his elder brother. He nowi affBcted- tv 
entertain sonnies as- to the legaili^ of an radon wboch hio 
new attachment had lendefed odious to hinr. Wolsey,. 
who, front prieatd motives waa desiroaa of cetaoiKatiag 
the Chnfch of Rome, or whose dormaift zeal fat Us rce> 
ligkmwiu ronsed l^an evMSwhmhthrenteacd hsannik 
b8afi(n},‘'for onee opposed the decreet of Us ma8tier, aifil 
stdi an oppofiitioit would faate^ rceebtmendiBd tahtt to the 
esteem of posterity, if, from Us wdl-koown eharaeterj, 
we were not compelled to attribute it to personal mo- 
tives, radier fean tb any pnneiple of pnWc virtne. - The 
sndden and arbitrary mandate> therefore, whieh despoil- 
ed' him of his dignities, tiiongh dictated Iqr Msenlment, 
^ppeaired at the tinie to-he an act of justice; and his 
deadi,. which toon followed his disgrace,, consoled a 
people who had suffered .so much under his administta- 
tieni Henry er^eriencedqibre decility i»Cfanmer,who 
pfuenned, feoti the principab nniwersitieB in Emmpe, 
ephdunfrwhi^ianctiened the pmee ad in ge of thehing; 
slid Bhle^ hiRMtf eonsMted^ fa dm -raafriage, tww 
Uoatbebefi^ dm eentwee nf diearai wnepmuiiaMd,^ 



Dwiii^ fcet ■ri ney i et jtiitfeiwuiiiit, ^lKCk^^,4ii0uaj^'-’ 
stMioa, we canaot snM Dk^aerkig tame’ degiltf ai-kh 
soknee u iMt trinmplK 

I 

iitlbiad»tanoe of tine, wbcw the fo^ of religitfW 
wwv no longes diaturbs the peace of intiioiis> aad police 
Buealdbputea aae eoafioed to ooUegea sOd (ebool^ tbo 
condnot of tbe coavt of Rome, proverbiidly veaMWiied 
'for iu coatioM and able poficy/ Witt «|!eiKr. 

oa« rarprise. iniBtend of a pradeM steqaieseeiiew 'm i 
diweree which it coaid net prevent**^' OOiiiOiiMoeiMer 
wbicbmij^thove sdfled^ of^ at le^ retarded dto el^a. 
of a lefontMitioir aw fatal to its influeaee:; Ckitteiic 
tbondaredi oat aW aiiatfaeina agaioac Henry,, and favafeiiie)l 
As aoeompbabmeait of a deaignr wbieh he' body peFbepi^ 
leoqipORditaCed, of separathtg hiofchigdotf IkM (he^> 
mniow of the charoh. The parfiament which rebogoited ' 
n!o bint bat the wilt of ka imperious master, ratifieil at 
aehisQt ao adTautageous to the Bfot^ and' the people ea» 
gmly aubaoribed to tf amasure whidi' promised so material ' 
an. atieviatiow of the miseries they endured. 

Those who are accustomed to venerate Rie authority 
and nsefiil' oontroul of a Bbitiah parluosenty can form but 
a very inadequate idea of what such aa assembfy was' 
under the reiga of Heuy, To the wild dictate of' tbb 
arbitrary monarcb,^ it consmotly sacrificed tbe interests 
of!religion> tbe soraipliA of oonsoienee, and the blood of 
iila>fellow*«hSaBns^ ilia proohmaUtHts bad tbe foroe of 
laW:; his tbeofogMudckBiaieHawertf mgidded aa the enm* 
mtions of diuinii^ ; and thia absurd voluptuary andean 
priciouf ' tynmt mmutaiaed over hb peo^, aa iwfiiieiic# 
wbkh haa been denude dmibuidak ^ Al^' 



wiiys ridieulons and inconsistent in his proceedings, beV 
indiscriminately punished the defenders of the pope’s 
supremacy, and the partisans of Luther. The stake or : 
the scaffold equally awaited those who adhered to their 
ancient faith, and the more rigid reformers who ‘'denied 
the necessity of ecclesiastical celibacy, the ‘.efficacy ^-of' 
the mass^ and the #advantages of auricular confesrion^r 
The regions opinions of the parliament and people were < 
guided by the capricious decrees of the sovereign, and: 
their faith was narrowed or enlarged in proportion as he/ 
retrenched or extended the articles of his creed. When 
his passion for Boleyn had subsided by possession, the* 
parliament readily undertook to invent, and punish her^ 
imaginary crimes. She was accused of adultery and* 
incest, and expatiated, on the scaffold, the occasional ^ 
levity of her conduct, and *the errors .of mistaken; 
bition. With her perished Norris; Brereton, and Smeton, * 
who had roused the cruel jealousy of the king by their 
respectful attention and tender admiration, which her rank : 
exacted, and which beauty seldom «»fails to command. 
Her singular fortune had excited envy ; but it was lost in : 
the sweetness of her temper, and the benevolence of her 
disposition. Jane Seymour received the band of Henry 
on the day which followed the death of her predecessor;* 
and she herself expired, the next year, another victim, 
perhaps, to the injorious treatment of her husband. 

But the impressions of horror Undj of pity which the 
death of Boleyn excited, were vreakened by the fate of 
the numerous victims who daily fell under the axe of the- 
executioner. Some were condemned ; c^s Papists, others 
as Lutherans. A few years witnessed thft death of Crom^ . 
well, whp/by his gre^ /talents, of tba/ 



king/had attsined the dangefbas hoifbun of^tlie rnidii* 
try ; of More/ the chancellor, a philosc^bic writer, and 
upright in the- administration of justice.; but a.aealons 
papist rad an intolerant bigot: of Fisher, the intrepid 
defend^ of ecclesiastical immunities ; of Lambert, who 
wa/daring enough to enter into the list with .Heniy in 
theological discussion; of Barnes, Gerard, Philpot, and 
innumerable. others, who died martyrs to their respective 
tenets. In the midst of these persecuUbns, the nprth of 
England experienced some commotions, which were soon 
quelled by the activity of the Duke of Norfolk ; yet that 
nobleman .had nearly, some years after, experienced the 
fate of so many others ; and his 8on> the incomparable 
Earl of Surry, who, in a barbarous court, united the 
accomplishments of a soldier and a pOet, fell a lamented 
sacrifice to the unfounded suspicions of the tjrrant. 

I 

, The spoliation of the clergy, so far from rendering the 
•monarch popular, had more particularly alienated from 
him the afiections of "^^is upbility. They saw, with grief, 
that the numerous religious foundations of their ances* 
tors had suddenly become the property of the king. 
They regretted the. destniction *of those ecclesiastical 
establishments which secured to their younger children 
an . easy and certain independence. The lower classes, 
who seldom search into futurity for the efiect of mea- 
sures, aUd prefer those which more immediately promote 
their comforts, felt the removal of the eleemosynaiy sup- 
plies firom.convents and.mouasteries^ by which they were 
^afily supported and nourished, ^us self-interest, .and 
^naticism threatened to obstruct the first progress of .the 
xeformation. Perhaps some factious , spirit might then 
have excited a religiouil' war in tlrii;S8leud, .and .thrown 
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tlie teto conftiMcm; but xo weh dittutber 

vppieared, Xnd Heniy enjoyed • tHrosperity vfaleh bu 
•eldom been grmted even to the most viituons of priaeer. 

)■ 

After the death of Jane Seymour, he espodpd the 
Lady Aooe, of Cleves. The disgust with which her i&anit 
of personal chaxms soon inspired him, insured to (hat 
princess the happy security of a divorce. Gathering 
Howard was not so fortunate : she was convicted, not of 
adultery, but of criminal intrigues previous to her mar^ 
riage; and this crime, commuted at a time whmi^di« 
litde expected to share the honours of royalty, conduct' 
ed her to the scaffold ; and with her, her still more un- 
fortunate parents, who were condemned for not having 
revealed the errors of their child, but they were after* 
wards pardoned. It was then that the parliament 
passed the whimsical act which enjoined every person 
who was privy to the gallantries of any future queen, 
to reveal them to the king, under the pains of trea* 
eon; and that every maideq who should be married 
to a king of England, should previously make oath of 
her virginity. Catherine Parr, his sixth and last wife, 
had the good fortune to survive him. 

It would require the discrimination'and energetic pencil 
of Tacitus to delineate the character of this prince, > and 
to describe, in their true colours, the meanness of his 
conrders, the baseness of his senate, and the servility 
of the people.^ The temper of Heniy was naturally 
despotic ; flattery aggravated his bad qualities ; and to^ 
wards the end of his life, he became a monster of ertiq ' 
el^. bfaay of his acts would seem to denote some de* 
gree of ment4 demxgemcnt. He was an utter stranger 




*prid6'; hUpoNcf l!ia# ik>-6ther'diali in^iier’fiHtViM 

liMiand » hhrpdkMQ U 


lAtMcawaa 


dhi^ Mwed fiNMftibiii^feaaabd.* ' Ed«»r4 lNlllailNi!|:r 
1 ^\Heni 7 'Wi, liail beed detthrogeiff^ 
asMniiialed; for 40iii«> arUtMrf iMit^ td 






tbe Qgbth Henry maintaqaed the quiet - 
of Ilia throne^ and died in bis bed. He left tloee dbil^ 
d/m, Edward, Muty, and Eiiaabetb, wbo succeaaiTely 
re^ed.after bidi. Tbe'gbort. and innocent life of Edi* . 

. appeared to promiae a happier reijp; ^bat 
Maiy diaplayed a cruelty even more intolerable than tba( 
of her fathcff, aa ft waa more tbe efiect o£ delibeijatm^ - 
t^n of paaaiqnt and many of the acta which aignalued 
the.re|gn of Elftabtsth/may convince na that luipiani^ 
waa i)c$,hm; >pr(idoiiuiMting quaUty. , 


Heniy.died on the fi&h of Janpaiyr IMZ, aftm: a lifo 
of fifty-aeven yean, and a reign of thirty-ei^t* 

■ ■ *■ 

The inflaen(e|^ tbia Jting has extended itself over nil 
the I'cyolutions .wbi(^ have nnce occuri;ed'io,Eagh>>*dJh~: . 
tbe jnPP4*i>d ^le evU whiqh they have altetjeately pa^. 
dpc^, jpay, ip IPipe, at ft ih ip ^d to . 

l^P|.:,']Qie refenniition urhich ^h 
j endeavoured IP dei*K>y, 

IS^tiona. |nd bkodi^ exe^qnti j^l^;t.au11i^.^i^^ 

eifo. 4ia|Biaiejiif 
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1^0 ptowBUtd a spirit of inquiry which led the mind to 
tlhe adoption of studies and pursuits, more immediately 
connected with the benefit of mankind.. HehcC; too, 
arose that principle of spirited resistance, which> curbed* 
by the authority of ^zabeth, became so foqnidable 
under James I. and so terrible to his successor, w^iich 
produced the moit dreadful catastrophe : but which ulti* 
mately secured to Britons the enjoyment of a constitu- 
tion, and a system of laws, since become the envy o\ 
surrounding countries, and to which they may justly attri- 
bute the high reputation they enjoy ampng the ni^jons 
of Europe* 





CATHERINE HOWARD. . i 

\ > - ' ' * ; 

Lady was the daughter of the Lord Edmiiod . 
Howard,'^ third son of Thomas, Duke of-NocfoBc, by 
Joyce, daughter of Sir Richard Cnl|fe|^er,' of Holiog- 
bouro, iti Kent, Knightr— Her modier dyin^ while -she 
was young, she ww educatcid.under the care of her grand- 
’.o '>ther, the Duchess^Dowager of NbtKdk. She appear*. 
'..•!,;4t court about the time that dir Xing was pursuing 
^ divorce from Anne of Cleves, and'tbe chaiw of her 
person having made the usual impression upon him, he 
no sooner perceived himself at liberiy, than he demand* 
ed her in marriage, and, upon the 8th of August 1540, 
she was publicly shown to the court as Queen. 

Of the many matrimonial connections formed by 
Henry, this appears to have been the most unpopular 
with the nation, and Was ultimately the most unfortunate 
for himself. For the Queen being entirely guided by 
the. counsels of the Duke of Norfolk, her uncle, and Gar- 
diner, Bishop of Winchester, everted all. the influence 
she po.v essed to support the credit of the enemies of the 
nt party. Capricioiip and unsteady as the King 
'.vit; ,1) the articles of his futh, such an influence might 
it' /. u;‘.:n extremely .detrimental to the cause of the re* 

'■'o n’^tiun, had it been of longer duration, and had she 

j doon expiated the errors of her former life. 

• 

V Vn so artfully and so successfully '4rere . this concealed v 
i .' lit ti<.7 knowledge of the King, that be ‘imagined him* 

.‘ir . :cu.;mely happy in his new consort. The elegant 
person, and agreeable manners, of Catherine, had com- 
pletely captivated biiti> ^d during a progress which he 
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made to York to meet his nephew the King of Sc'^tland,'^ 
she acquired such an ascendancy over him, that 
his return to London, in November, when he re^ii^ed 
the sacrament, he gave public thanks to Heaven^or tlie 
happiness he enjoyed through her means, and the^, great 
felicity which his present conjugal state afforded him; 
and he directed the Bishop of Lincoln to compose a form « 
of prayer for that purpose. But his satisfaction proved j 
very short-lived. It disappeared as a meteor, almost as 
soon as perceived. The Queen had led a dissolute life 
previous to her marriage, and the evidence was fo glaXngt j 
and so well substantiated, that little doubt bris since been" 
entertained of her guilt. 

This unfortunate discovery was- effected by means of 
one Lascelles, who brought intelligence to Cranmer, of 
the licentious manners of Catherine. Two persons were 
particularly pointed out as having been admitted to 
her bed, and she had taken liltle care to conceal her 
shame from the rest of the family. * The primate, struck 
with this advice, which it was equally dangerous to 
conceal or to discover, was at a loss how to act — but at 
length, unwilling to speak on so delicate a subject, 
he wrote a narrative of the information he had received; 
which was conveyed to thejving. But so confident was 
Henry of the virtue and fidelity of his consort, that he 
gave no credit to the report, and even disregarded it as 
a fiction. Fortunately for Cn'inrner^ the King’s im(.a* 
tience and jealousy prompted him to inquire further into 
the matter^ Derhaiii and Mannock, the two servants ^, 
suspected of a criminal intimacy with the Queen, wer^ 
examined by the Lord Privy Seal, and their united te& i- 
mony disclosed her guilt in the clearest manner. Three 
maids who had been in the secret, deposed to a num- 
ber of licentious occurrences, which proved how little 
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J**! been restrained by any sense of. decerns j m 

^TrarainatioBS being embodied in one mast 
proper precaution^ laid before 
' * perused these positiye proofs 

of theJUui>w his own dishonour^ he remaiiii* 

ed a long time speec^: , and at length burst into a flood 
of tears. Had he less wantonly sporlted with the Hfe 
} character of his former Queens, we might feel 4i^ 
j^iosetd to pity him in a situation so degrading to a man. 
His pride and his passion were, in the present instance, 
V^V' dly wounded. The Queen, upon her own examn 
4i&iota/' attempted to deny her guilt; but when con- 
YVaced that full, discovery had been made, she confessed 
that she had been criminal before marriage — and only 
Insisted that she'had^ never been faithless to the King’s 
'bed ; but as there was also evidence that she had, since 
her marriage, continued the same scandalous course of 
life, ill confederacy with Lady Rochford, her assevera- 
tions appeared susceptible of little credit, — and Henry 
was not of a temper* to moke any nice discrimination 
between the difFei^ent shades of guilt. He, therefore, 
summoned a parliament, his usual instrument of tyranny, 
and which he always considered tlie most expeditious 
mode of inflicting his revenge upon all his enemies. The 
addressee” of the two houses werd composed in a somewhat 
cur* 5. -ain of condolence : — " They intreated the King 
* > /exed with this untoward accident, to which alt 
mhject ; — but to consider the frailty of human 
. >.d the mutability of human aflairs; and, from 
views, to derive a subject of consolation. They 
‘ i leave to pass a bill of attainder against the Quceii 
accomplices; and they requested him to give his 
to the bill, not in person, which would renew his 
A..cion and endanger his health, but by coiniiiis.?ionci*s 



{KfotAir^ 

a^wfc« 

i;i^6|iii|oa to upc^Hl of the Qnera, as wellV^f^ 
bik,io|jral pardon if, on tho pr^irbe- 
. 8h<»ild transgress my part of the watete.^ 
however, not to j^Te ofience by 
: or die i^irit of that law, ime them 

^rindj^.of law and justice. The old 
1 .'^ Koffolk and the Lord William Howard, Ca<^ 

. , i unde, and nine other persons, were attainted of " 

sbM^son.of treason, f>e<^se they had been apprised of‘ 
her iftnner dissolute life, and had concealed it froili^ie|^‘ 
; Siog^ it was , siognlw, indeed, to expect that par«R^ 
and rdadons should so far forget. the ties of natural afRso- 
tion, as to reveal to-him the most secret disorders of their 
.family. He was himself sensible of the crudty of sncl^ 
a proceeding, and after a temporary imprisonment, par* 
doited all. those who were guilty only of the lessor species 
' treason. 



On the lath of Febmaiy,^ lfi4i, the Queen having 
bemi only seventeen months the wife of Henry, was be- 
headed on Tower Hill. On the scafibld she confessed 
the miscarriages of her former life; but again protest- 
ed, upon the salvation of her soul, that she was guiltless 
of the. charge of defiling, her .husband’s bed. Her con- 
duct, however, had been so flagrant, that few were dis- 
poied to credit this assertion, though made at such^jaa 
Awfiil moment. Her. death, therefore, excited no bc- 
pressiohs.of pity or regret; but ail rejoiced at the deat^. 
of the infamous Rochfoid, who sufliered with her, — an^ 
considered this instance of retributive justice upon 
wretch, who . hifi principally, occasioned the fate(\of j 
Boleyop as anotherp and tnost signal probtp of the innt^i 
oence of that beautifal and onfortunate Queen. 






HOLfeEL^. 


Tifjs admirable ^aiflter both it' Bte ia 1408, 
and instructea'iil'^hii «aSft'*by^«al Hdbcin, 

whom he soon excelled. Possessed of anelevate^ genius, 
and followihg nhihrl^'r'^s* flisbguded the 

Grithic taste and, 

^..^!thoui having Vi^te^ltblfV’Hhd giving a 

'VCx:uliaj: chaKicl^t'to'-bh {!lAbri<^ttihtdpositk>n8.> He is, 
however, to‘ Stiffness-'m his 
draperies, h defeiitt^tdf he^a6l^ijid,' in'' some; measure, 
from Albert DifiTir. ' ! *■ y • - i .. . 

But it is to his skill in portrait painting that he is in- 
debted for' the 'cdebrity he possessed. In this broiich of 
the art he lirrived at such perfection, that Zucchero, who 
was well qualified th jiv'tlge of his merits did not hesitate 
to codipar^' his potthaits with those of Raphael and 
Titian. The invention of Holbein was surprisingly fruit- 
ful, and often poeticaI~his execution ^ick, Mid his ap- 
plication incessant. His pencil waS exceedingly dclicatie, 
and his colouring vigorous; and; though he painted iwith 
his left hand, be finished bis pictures with, exquisite, neid* 
ness, and his carnations were life itself. 

Dissatisfied with his wife, whose capricious temper 
i . 'inually troubled his repose, by the.advice of Erasmus, 

1. ■ s portrait he painted at Basle, and who recommended 
h' ; Sir Thomas More, he travelled to England, where he 
V v.i received by that distinguished character with every 
mark of respect and friendship. He allowed him an apart- 
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ment in -hift hoiis^f anod ' d^HHined him for three 
during which time he'painted hit pottridt, and thJibe of 
his family and relatiout. Oh im eiitCrtahmiettl^ giteh by 
Sir Thomas to Henry VIIL the chef d'ceuvres at thehrttst 
were shown to the king, who was so ihueh delighted with 
the beauty and admirable Itkeneiies of htjB phifbrihhticth, 
that he enquired cf it yre^enot possible to gCt Hhlbetn 
mto his service. Sir Ttihwths then' called to him/ and 
presented hiin tO' the king,* who Immediately honoured 
him with his favour and protection. Such, indeed, was 
his attachment to this artist/ that having one day rudely/ 
repulsed a noblemian, disposed to enter by force into 
cabinet, against the express orders of the king, the hitter 
made a formal complaint of his conduct to bis majestyji 
who dismissed him by observing, that ^* he could with 
greater facility make seven lords of as hiany peasants, 
than a single Holbein of seven lords.*’ 

Loaded thus with favours, the reputation' Of this artHt 
daily increased. He painted severs! times the portraits of 
the king, and of the royal family. His works wCre sought 
after by the principal personages about the court, and 
highly appreciated in (bteign countries. Two allegorical 
pictures, representing the Triumph of JRicheSf and the 
Condition of Poverty^ which are esteemed his best produc- 
tions, fully established his reputation. 

Holbein painted two compositions for. the hall of 
the Steel-Yard Company, which are admired for tlie rich- 
ness of the colouring, and the strong character of the 
figures observable through the whole. In the public 
library at Basle there is an admirable figure of a d^ad 
man, painted on a pannef, engraved by Michel, whb hai' 
Jikewise given a series of engmmgs from the priginhl^k* 



«wraKKKr4ir»^ HC3QSBdN. 

i|tgo» of ftat SaViotti^^ |)«MMn»>f<^e^iia;i^the>fKM8eBsk^ 
:<^f .. Eima< tbMe;iriti>d=>fbe:eetobr*ted«|)eadi'B 

^{MK»^;^bi!^ift«awikfrs|D ible wdod ptmtaipublidied/bj 
lilt I^09k lv^4tAgb0)toi farin' an Htimate’of lloli* 
j|;)(9ln^'vh)^ri!C!{^ei% wbidt'he had nib opportnnity of 
$h6aringi|fc''%|^tid> adntagtoas> dtaord«r, 

iiB.|he!Jeac-.ldj!d,<aatbe.;ige;«f^^{il|yosi3k| in liha foll vigour 
and ivhan,jbia »ttaifri)ua^ccHpatioos opened 
{^s,hiip 4te'>?(>ad'tO:bo&out'Bad,to;foituue. : ' 

it'v/ -r'^k^l ^-.a. ' •...■■■ 

|{,^b^ip*s.talGql 4 wqre mt poniitieiit to his ^ctiires : he 
uiiobitqot-r^bq modsUedi darvi^i^ yraa excqlleat in 
designing orq^imeats; and gave • draughts of prints for 
several books, some of. ivycfa it ia-supposed lie cut liiin*^ 
self. Sir Hans Sioane had a book of jewels, designed by 
him, now in; the British Museum. He invented patterns 
for goldsmith’s work, for enamellers and chasers of plate, 
arts much countenanced by Henry VIII. Inigo Jones 
showed Sandrarl another book of Holbein’s designs for 
>yeapons, hilts, swordrbelts; girdles, and various other 
articles for the king. * 

His cuts to the Bible were engraved and printed at 
^y^den, by Johannes Frellonius, in 1547, under this title, 
leones Ilistoriaiwn veteris TestamentL The titles to every 
print are in Latin, and beneath is an explanation in four 
French verses. Prefixed is a copy of verses in hbnonr 
of Holbein, by iNicholas Bpirbonius, a celebrated French 
pq&t of tltat of whom there is a profi:lG among, 

thp drawings at Kensington. 

The fame of Hplbein was so thoroughly .established, 
even in his life, that the Italian masters, condescended to 
borrow from him. In particul^g Miqhael Angelo Da Cara?* 



JEtOUiEIK. [tiriTZCELANO. 
iniioh indited to him in two different pic«> 
tores. Bnbens was so great an admirer of his works, that 
be advised young Stanc^art'tQ study bis Dance of Deatbj| 
from which Rubens himself bad manj* drawings. 

Holbein had many excellencies, which procured him 
very deservedly rbe admiration of Europe; but to equal 
hifli in pc^aits with Raphael and Titian, according to 
Zacchero, or to.place him upon an equality with the best 
of Raphaers disciples in composition, as the Abb£ du Bos 
has done, appears ^together unjustifiable. In mauy re- 
spects, this master has abundant merit ; but it caunot be 
denied that the German taste predominates in most, If 
not in all of his compojdtions. The principal works of 
this artist are in this country and at Basle, 






SIR PETER LELY. 


SiR Peter Lely, the son of a captain of infantry, 
was born at Soest, in Westphalia, in^lGl?. ; jpeatfirst 
attached himself to landscape paintings; but'hii|ftxcessive 
prodigality urging him to make choice of a mo|rli lucrative 
pursuit, he directed his studies to portrait painting, by 
which, in a little time, he acquired considerable opulence. 
He kept an open table for the entertainment of his friends, 
regaled them with music during the repast, and had a 
large retinue of servants at their command. Persons of 
the first distinction, desirous of having their portraits 
taken, were compelled to give him previous notice ; and, 
whatever might be their names or quality, they relin- 
quished their right of preferment if they omitted to at- 
tend at the appointed hour. 

But it was principally in England that he displayed this 
ostentation, which he supported with much dignity and 
address. He came into this kingdom in the suite of 
Prince William of Nassau, who repaired hither to receive 
the hand of Henrietta Maria, daughter of Charles I. 
The conduct of the young painter soon attracted tlic 
esteem of that monarch, who loaded him with his favours, 
and engaged him, notwithstanding his desire to visit Italy, 
to continue here. Exclusive of the patronage of Charles, 
the talents of Lely were highly appreciated by all the 
nobility of the age, and held in great esteem by succeed- 
ing princes under whose reign he lived. This circum- 
stance, no less singular than true, furnislics a convincing 
proof of the popularity of this celebrated artist. When 
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Charles the First was compelled to take up his residence 
at Hampton jpourt, Lely, for the last time, drew the poi> 
trait of this ^unfortunate prince, whom he had known 
surrounded by a splendid court ; Cromwell also, during 
his protectorship, was desirous of having his features 
transmitted to posterity by his pencil ; and, upon the re- 
storation of Charles the Second to.the throne of his father, 
Lely entered into his familiarity, and was appointed his 
principal painter. 

The latter part of the life of this artist was not exempt 
from afSiction. KneUer having gained many partizans 
at court, gave Lely considerable alarm ; and it appears 
that the dread of being supplanted in public favour 
shortened his existence. He died suddenly in 1680. 

if 

Some of the portraits of Lely have been compared to 
those of Vandyck. His pencil was light and delicate, 
his colouring lovely, the airs of his heads and his figures 
amiable and graceful, and his ;ittitudcs well chosen. He 
likewise excelled in crayon painting ; and his portraits in 
that way, by some connoisseurs, are held in no less esti- 
mation than those which he finished in oil. 







LEIBNITZ. 


William Godfrey Leibnitz, born at Leipsic, in 
1646, was, like his cotemporaiy Newton, a very superior 
genius. His father, who was professor of moral philosophy 
in that University, left him a numerous and well-chosen 
library ; and, by following a method of study peculiar 
to himself, he became every thing he read, that is to 
say, poet, historian, orator, lawyer, theologian, philoso- 
pher, and mathematician. The only poetical composition 
worthy of his name, was, a Latin poem upon the death 
of the Duke of Brunswick. 

At the age of twenty, Leibnitz took his degree of 
Doctor of Laws, possessing, at the time, much legal 
knowledge. At tweiity-two, he astonished the world by 
a pamphlet which had, for its object, the election of the 
King of Poland. At twenty-four, he defended the fame 
of Aristotle, which, in his opinion, had been debase^; 
and, the following year, dedicated two philosophical trea- 
tises — one to the Academy of Sciences at Paris; the 
other to the Royal Society at London ; forming a more 
general system of physics than had before existed.-^ 
Some well written prefaces, some learned dissertations 
on legal and historical subjects, were sufficient to gain 
^him celebrity in that species of writing. But it is to his 
discoveries in the mathematical sciences, that bis prin- 
cipal glory consists. He solved, without difficulty, the 
most abstruse problems ; and ranked among the ablest 
geometricians of his age. 
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The study of metaphysics was then confined to sub- 
jects more ingenious than interesting. The union of the 
soul with the body, the doctrine of free will, time, 
and space, occupied, in an eminent degree, the mind 
of Leibnitz. On these points he bad his peculiar ideas — 
his monads— his pre-established harmony — ^no less than 
those of Descartes and Malbrancfae, and other meta- 
physicians. At length, however, he became sensible of 
the insufficiency of these metaphysical hypotheses, in 
reality visionary, and proposed to establish others on 
a more rational basis. He projected an alphabet of 
human thoughts ; a philosophical language, — which par- 
took of the simplicity and exactness of the language 
of geometricians, and by which persons of all nations 
might have a direct communication with each other. 
In disputing on the mystery of the Trinity, with a 
Socinian, he felt the imperfection of this argumenta- 
tive logie, which is rather the magazine, than regu- 
lator, of disputation, and thus suggested the means of 
rendering it more perfect. ^ * 

Leibnitz was also a theologian, but of a particular kind. 
In principle he was a Lutheran; but maintained a cor- 
respondence with two celebrated bishops, Burnet and 
Bossuet, in order to promote the union of the Lutheran 
and Anglican Church, and a reconciliation between the 
Protestant and Catholic faith. These polemical nego- 
ciations had no other result than to attest the univer- 
sality of the talents of Leibnitz, and the impossibility of 
effecting associations of such an opposite nature. His^ 
religious doctrine was unbounded tolerance ; which he 
displayed in his controversy with Pelisson, who, from a 
persecuted protestant, became a most rigid catholic* 
If he appears severe upon Bayle, in his Thwdicjk, it wes 
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at the solicitation of the Queen of Prussia; fot, in his 
letters to Pfaf, he acknowledged that he coincided with 
him in opinion. Leibnitz, properly speaking, made no 
professions of religion; and was, therefore, often pub* 
licly reprimanded by the Lutheran clergy, whose re- 
proaches were fully justified on his death bed ; for, upon 
his servant’s proposing to call in a *divine, he simply 
replied^ I have no need of one/* 

The Czar Peter, frequently visited Leibnitz, and 
adopted his ideas, to introduce the sciences and litera- 
ture into Russia. Leibnitz may, therefore, be considered 
as one of the greatest benefactors to that nation. Aftet 
his plans, also, the King of Prussia instituted the Aca- 
demy of Berlin. This monarch, the Emperor of Russia; 
George I. King of England, and the several German 
potentates, contended with each other for the glory of 
honouring Leibnitz, and of inducing him to accept their 
liberality. 

» 

The life of a student affords but few remarkable inci- 
dents ; but they are sometimes very instructive. More be- 
nefit may be derived from imitating the manner of read- 
ing adopted by Leibnitz, than by his mode of living. 
He made extracts of every thing he read, and accom- 
panied them by his own reflections. This method im- 
printed every thing upon his mind. As to his manner 
of living, it was that of a man wholly devoted to study. 
He eat alone, and at no fixed hour. His principal meal 
}vas between the hours of one and two in the morning, 
and slept frequently in a chair. He passed, at times, 
many months without quitting his seat. This incessant 
assiduity produced a swelling and an ulcer in his leg, 
which he treated himself, confiding too little in the 
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ability of others. This incredulity, or -confidence in his 
own skill,. proved fatal to him; for having taken, in a 
fit of the gout, a medicine that had been prescribed for 
him by a Jesuit of Ingolstadt^ he died an hour after- 
wards, at Hanover, in the year 1719^ at the age of se- 
venty, 

« 

Fontenelle has characterised Leibnitz in a very in- 
genious and correct manner, by the following compari- 
son. Similar, in some sort,^’ he says, to the an- 
cients, who had the address to drive eight horses abreast, 
he made himself perfectly master of all the sciences. 
He was a general scholar; not because he aspired at 
every thing, but because he seized upon the most ele- 
vated and general principles, which is the character of 
metaphysics. He discoursed freely with all sorts of per- 
sons: and laying aside the austerity of the philosopher, 
rendered himself acceptable to female society. His dis- 
position was naturally cheerful. He entered into the 
labours, or the projects, of all thb learned men in Eu- 
rope ; and was frequently as much pleased in working 
for the profit, or the honour, of another, as for his own 
fame or remuneration.’^ 







MENGS. 


Anthony Raphael Mengs was born at Ausney, on 
12th of March 1726. His father^ Ismael, was painter to 
Augustus III. king of Poland^ and c6atributed, by the 
severity of his conduct^ to give to his s^n that air of 
rudeness and melsincholy for which he was distinguished. 
Could any thing excuse the tyranny of th# parent, it 
was the discta'nment with which he directed the studies 
of his disciple. He taught hi^; at an early age, ana- 
tomy and perspective; and in^jif741 took him to Rome, 
where he compelled him to.f^py, in crayons, the finest 
relics of antiquity, Michael Angelo’s Chapel of Sixtus, 
and the apartments of Raphael, increasing, for his ad- 
vancement, his solicitude and his severity. The youthful 
Mengs daily evinced considerable progress, and extended 
bis reputation. On his return to Dresden, after having 
made a second journey to Rome, where be married, ho 
obtained the protection of the Prince Electorate. 

Our limits will not permit us tp follow this artist through 
all the epochas of a long and laborious life. Having been 
honoured with the title of Pirsi Painter of the Court of 
Dresden, he remained for some time in that city, from 
whence he proceeded to Maples and Madrid ; but a secret 
predilection recalled him frequently to Rome. Invited 
into Spain by Charles III. he there executed a great many 
%works, and was magnificently rewarded. Excess of ap- 
plication, and some disgusts, which artists envious of 
his merit excited, threw him into a state of marasmus, 
tf which he died at Rome, in 1779* A good father, and 
a good husband ; but thoughtless and prodigal, he was 
loo little solicitous of the fate of his ftimily. With a re- 
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muneration of 40,0001. granted to him by the king of 
Spain, many liberal presents from the king of Naples, and 
putting his own price upon his pictures, he scarcely left 
behind him sufficient property to answer the expcnces of 
his funeral. 

Time only can establish the reputation of this celebrated 
artist. His partizans, at the head of whom is the famous 
Winckelman, place him upon ah equality with Raphael, 
and even attribute to him superior qualifications. On the 
other hand, he has been censured for a diminutive stjde, 
it being pretended that in many of his works his finishing 
had the effect of enamelling; and Pompeo Battoni 
used to say, that Mengs’ pictures would serve for looking- 
glasses. 

Mengs left behind him many manuscripts on the art of 
painting, which were published by his friend the Chevalier 
d’Azara, preceded by an advertisement, in which, follow- 
ing the steps of Winckelman, be considers him superior to 
Raphael; This opinion, though pardonable on the score 
of friendship, there requires but little judgment to refute. 
The pictures, liowcver, of Mengs, evince considerable 
study o£ tlie ancients, a good taste, much dignity of ex- 
pression, arid labour of execution ; but it is observable, 
that in attending too much to ideal excellence, he loses 
sight of that principle in nature which immediately strikes 
the spectator and awakens bis attention, that he is wanting 
in lire and vivacity, and his manner is excessively dry. 
In his writings Mengs endeavours to inspire the mind of^ 
the artist with a sublime idea of his profession ; but in 
his observations on the works of the great . masters, he 
betrays at times an unjust severity, and appears only to* 
applaud in order to give the greater weight to his critical 
remarks. 









MORLAND. 


This very eccentric chs^ter auid ingeniotu arrist wtci 
born in London, on the 9^ ff 1763. His father 
ivas a painter in crayQqi^<|^<lj^i^ respected in bis prcK 
fession ; but having lost brai^S^ble property in impru- 
dent speculations, he retired from the world in disgust, 
and educated his family in that obscurity to which the 
narrowness of his circumstances confined him. At the 
age of fourteen, Morland was artickd to his father for 
seven years, who forced him to study, nnremittingly, the 
practice of every department of the art, which laid the 
foundation of his future excellence. His first original 
compositions were dictated by his father : they consisted 
of two or three figures taken from the common ballads of 
the day. These, though infinitely inferior to his subse- 
quent works, were admired as the productions Cf his 
youth ; and, getting into the hands of engravers, soon 
brought him into notice. As he exhibited daily strong 
proofs of genius, the father was advised to send his son 
to Margate to paint small portraits. This plan was adopted 
with every prospect of success ; but bis unfortunate 
mauvaise honte rendered the undertaking unprofitable. 
Having been restricted in his earlier years from society 
almost entirely by his father, who kept him continually at 
work, and g.ave him little or no education — the intercourse . 
« with rational men made him feel his own ignorance and 
insignificance. Hence every sitter was an object of dis- 
gust; and, attracted by amusements projected for the 
(lower order of visitors at Margate, instead of returning 
home with his pockets full of mdney, he brought only a 
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large cargo of unfinished portraits^ veiy few of which 
were afterwards completed. 

In 1786 he married the sister of Mr. William Ward, 
and soon after became acquainted with J. A. Smith the 
^ngraveri for whom he painted many pictures of subjects 
from the familiar scenes of life. The prints which Smith 
made from them had a rapid sale, and spread the fame of 
Horland all over the kingdom. His talents now burst 
forth in full splendour; and the manner in which he 
painted rural subjects obtained so much notice that his 
fortune might now have been made. Purchasers conti- 
nually appeared, who would have taken any number of 
pictures he would have painted, and paid any price for 
them he could have demanded ; but the low-bred dealers 
in pictures stepped in, and indulging his prodigality, inr 
temperance, and aversion to good company, completed 
that ruin which low-bred artists had begun. This latter 
peculiarity his friends the dealers took care to encourage 
to such a degree, that men of rank arid fortune were often 
denied admittance to him, while he, at the time, was sur- 
rounded by a gang of harpies, who pushed the glass and 
the joke about, and obtained his pictures at a cheap rate, 
which they afterwards sold at very advanced prices. 

Morland’s popularity had, however, at this time so 
much increased, that he was enabled to live in a dissipated 
and expensive manner; but bis expences were ever not 
only commensurate with bis earnings, but with his credit. 
Encouraged by the hope of obtaining a picture, tradesmen 
of ail descriptions were earnest to supply him with com- 
modities and indulge him in his whims. This induced 
him to plunge deeply in debt ; and what tended greatly ^ 
to it were, the practice of giving suppers and. entertain- 
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ments to his associates, and the keep of horses, of which 
he had at one time ten or twelve at livery. His circle of 
acquaintance was also enlarged, with whom he frequented 
all the vulgar sports in the neighbourhood of town ; his 
country excursions and drinking parties were increased ; 
his health and his talents injured ; and, by the united ef- 
forts of his crew, his gi^oss debauchery produced idleness 
and a consequent embarrassment of his circumstances, 
when he was sure to become a prey' to some of his crafty 
companions. 

It is iidpossible to follow this artist through all his ec- 
centricities and degrading scenes. He was found at one 
time in a lodging at Somers Town, in the following ex- 
traordinary circumstances : his infant child, that had been 
dead nearly three weeks, lay in its coffin, in the one cor- 
ner of the room ; an ass and foal stood munching barley- 
straw out of the cradle ; a sow and pigs w’^ere solacing 
themselves in the recess of an old cupboard ; and himself 
whistling over a bcautitul pic;ture that he was finishing at 
his easel, with a bottle of gin hung upon one side, and 
a live mouse sitting for its portrait on the other. When 
in confinement, and even when he was at liberty, it was 
common for him to have four guineas a week and his 
drink; an object of no small consequence, as he began to 
drink before he began to paint, and continued to do both 
alternately till he had painted as much as he pleased, or 
till the liquor completely got the ascendancy, when he 
claimed his money, and business was at an end for the 
d«iy. By this conduct, steadily pursued for many years, 
he ruined his constitution, diminished his powers, and 
sunk himself into general contempt. He had no relish 
fo;* society but of the lowest kind. At length being ap- 
prehended, by a Marshalsea writ, for a small sum of 
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money, he was taken to a place of confinement, where, • 
reduced by his intemperance to a state of mental and 
bodily debility, he expired on the 29th of October, 1804 , • 
at the age of forty-two. 

The command which Morland had over every imple- 
ment of his art, was eminently great. With him to see — . 
to determine was to do — when pictures immediately 
flowed from his pencil. Knowledge, or rather learning, 
he had none. All the talent that he possessed may be 
described by the word observation — the object of which 
was nature. In picturesque landscape he was peculiarly 
happy. In his best pictures of this kind, every interest- 
ing circumstance is combined and represented with an 
accuracy and spirit that leave nothing to desire or repre- 
hend. Of this style of painting they afford the finest 
specimens, and upon these bis reputation will siand firm 
and secure. 

The memoirs of this distingufshed artist furnish a 
striking instance of the impossibility of saving genius, 
when debased by vice or perverted by eccentricity. He 
would accept of no patronage, unless afforded in a mode 
agreeable to hin^self ; and, if assisted by the hand of dis-i 
interested benevolence, against his own will, the service 
bestowed w^as always rendered subservient to the vice 
which destroyed both bis body and his mind. 




Painled- ^ Jlimtei/'. 


JEf^rOY^ by t^r^e C 


i^oitdon;I\*bluFh‘a. iy Vn^nor.Mffffd Jt Sluu^^t£»u2ayiXSoS. 




VAK OSTADE» 


AdKiar VaR Oitari tna bom at Lubtclc» in die 
5 ear 1610^ wfaieh gave bii^ to David Tsnier^ of whom 
he may be cootideted ai the -rival. He was a;dbci|>le of 
Fnncis HdS) bat ixed oa a it^e and manner pecnliat 
to himsetf. The subjects which-, he chose to paint were 
alwayi of the low kini^Villagei)anees«-tfae interior of 
Farm Honses^l^ppling Honsest 'lco.. It was in these 
places that Ostade gprouped his ^laracteii, which ate ge- 
nerally fat peasants) drunken smokers, and women oc- 
cupied in rostic pursnits. On comparing hit works 
with those of Teniers, it it perceptible that the latter, 
at times, embellished nature; while Ostade, on the 
contraiy, depictured life as it appeared in the lower 
classes of mankind, without endeavouring to improve it. 
But, like Teniers, he displayi^ in his smaller composi- 
tions, as much ^rit at troth, and exhibits such delicacy 
of pencil, transparency, warmth, and variety in his co- 
louring, and so conversant does he seem with the actions, 
habits, and characters of bis figures, that while 
many of his objects are rather disgusting, a spectator 
cannot h>rbear admiring his genius and his execution.. 

Ostade, though born in Germany, bdimgs to the 
, Flemish sdiod, having formed his talent in Flanders. 
While in the school of Francis Hals, he became ac- 
quainted with Brouwer, with whom he , contracted a most 
.intimate friendship. Brouwer was a painter of some ce- 
lebrity, hut unfortunate in his pursuits rbe repaid the 
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conaoladon he derived firom bis fiiead, by very excel- 
lent advice. - Ostade established hinfsdf, at first, at Haer- 
]em, where he remained nn^ the armies of Louis the 
Fourteenth threatetted invasion of the Low C!oun- 
tries. The artist, terrified by the approaches of war, 
abandtaied a place in which his fortune and reputation 
took its rise. He took his family with him, anA was do* 
nroBs'of returning to Lubeck; but, on his passage to 
Amsterdam, he met with an opident individual, who bad 
such ascmidancy over him. as to allay his fears, and 
induce him to- take up hia residence in. that capital. . It 
was there that he extended his reputation, amass^ con- 
nderable wealth by his assiduity and labour, and termi- 
nated his career at the advanced age of seventy-five. 

He married a woman who brought him. a numerous 
r^pring^ and made him happy in bis family. . In the 
Museum, at Paris, there is an excellent picture, . painted 
by himself, in which be is represented holding the hand 
of his wife, surrounded by his eightscbildren. . The air of 
satisfiustion depictured on his countenance, proves that 
it was in his domestic enjoyments that he jdaced fais 
fieliciQr. 

Isaac Van Ostade, his brother and pupil, who died 
when young, was an artist of considerable eminence; 
some of his productions having been attributed to Adrian. 
The wOrks of the latter are exceedingly scarce, especially 
those of bis best time and manner; and such as are ge- 
nuine, when offered for sale, fetch uncommon prices. , 
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bora at.liibt{vrtHp>Jii(^.] 9 ||i^^ 
consul 

displayed tjbiU; justice, giMidi^ 

dejred bis mesb<ByiXQD8fi(itf£ti^l)y.oliw filiM^ 

nity. . i Adrian, ;wfa<>,]ip{»ilMtandii>gMSdi^e lini^, :,s^ds 

be possessed, had . tbe merit to discaT^mdMdiQnoiiiv 

virtue, adopted Aatotainus, and destined him for his suo> 

cemor. He'was scarenly^ldnMd > throne, than 

Antoninus confirmed,. and> era sotpussed^ the, hopes that' 

had been conceiTed of him. % tlie collection of the tomea 

' . Ik. • » / 

made it oft^ necessary to have tecourse to very rigotonft 
measuresVAntonimis^ Unwilfing! to rarart to. ntoans: so' 
odious to the people,* to increase die riches of. the state/ 
destroyed the evil atits soureO, by diminisbmg the sub- 
sidies. 

By his wise and wholetome regnla^Bbns, the surround- 
ing barbarous countries were kept in due sulyection; 
and, what had rarely happened before bis tiine,, they 
suffered the empire to remain in peace duribg his go- 
vernment. If, at this fortunate eponb, some villages 
experienced those calunifies which ph hipBan prudence 
'can prevent, they were amdiora^ by his libenli^. 
He was an aemy to all persecution. Upon his devation 
to the throne, be liberated several state criminals whom 
Adrian had condemned to death. He acted with the 
same clemency towards those who had conspired against • 
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hil own life, ilthon^ the mdieiiticity of fhe letter) 
writtea by bini) in fnvonr of Cbristiioity) bu been con* 
tested, iris, at leai^ certain) that he pnt an end to the 
ngorooi penecnfiim that had been eierciied towards 
then, ^pio bad said, ^ I wonld ipnch rather preserve 
the life of one eitinen than pnt a thousand enemies to 
death.* Thii adnUraUe sentiment Antoninns often re- 
peated) end made it,, as it were, the rule of all his actions. 
At length) having) throngh hu talents and moderation) 
kept Rome, and the greater part of the world, in peace, 
daring twenty-three years; he died, in l6l, at the age 
of seventyviive, lamented, as a tender parent, by all 
orden of the state. 

It has been affirmed, that Angnstus, in order to render 
himself regretted, made choice of Tiberius for a suc- 
cessor, Antoninus, superior to this odions policy, con- 
Ifmed bis benevolence towards the people, by the adop* 
tion of Marcus Aurelivs, to wbonihe bad given bis daugh- 
ter in marriage. 


I 








The talflBts of Poussin were cultivated in Italy, though 
France had the honour of bis birth. In ludy be exe* 
cuted those innumerable chef d’ceuvres which bare im- 
mortalized his name, and there he terminated his career. 
He is considered one of the first artists of the Italian 
school, l^t his country, justly, proud of having pro- 
duced this child of genius, with more propriety claims 
him as her own. 

Poussin has been properly denominated the painter of 
philosophers and of men of sense, because he is more 
desirous of impressing the mind with the grandeur of bis 
conceptions^ and the strength of his expression, than of 
pleasing the eye by tl:e charms of factitious oplouring. 
Impressed with the beauty of the antique, he studied it 
during the whole of his life ; and, by this constaat me- 
ditation, as well as by natural genius, was enabled to 
mark all his characters with energy, grandeur, and sim- 
plicity. With him, beauty is always chastened by grace, 
modesty, and invariable decency; and the passions^ 
however violent, which he expresses, are never deline- 
ated at tbe expence of dignity and propriety. 

Nicholas Poussin was bom at the Andelys, a small 
town of Normandy, in 1594. His parents, tbijlbgh ori<i- 
ginally of noble birth, but whose ancestors had been 
rnined in the civil dissentioHs which prevailed under 
Charles the Niatb> and Henry the Third and Fourth, 
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were possessed of little property; yet the education of 
Poussin was not neglected, and the study of literature 
invigorated the early and invincible passion which at- 
tracted him to the art painting. At the age of eigh- 
teen he quitted his paternal home, and, withoijt assist- 
ance or recQinmendatipns, Jb his way to Paris, where 

he fortunately befiajinf ^(T^uainted with a youiig noble- 
man, who conceived an affection for him, and placed 
him under the tuition of I^Aljemant, and, afterwards, of 
Ferdinand Ejiei two paipters in little estimation. Poussin 
was].under them only a months, and then accompanied 
his young patron to his residence ^in Poitou ; but when 
be discovered that he was consider^cj^by the famify as an 
useless and intruding guest, he abruptly quitted it, and 
returned to Paris. Compelled to labour at his art, in 
order to defray the expences of this long and painful 
journey, he fell sick, and went into his native province 
to recover his health. On his return to Paris, be renew- 
ed his studies with increased vigour, and particularly 
employed himself in copying engmvings from the works 
of Raphael and Julio Romano. He then felt ah ardent 
desire to visit Rome; but, unable to go beyond Florence, 
it may be supposed from the want of money, he was 
compelled to measure back his steps. Some time after, 
a second journey was attended with the same imperfect 
result, and he seemed destined never to behold that il- 
lustrious parent of arts, but he had fortunately attracted 
the notice of connoisseurs, by the execution, in fresco, 
of six pictures, with which, in eight days, he adorned the 
church'of the Jesuits; this introduced him to thekhow-^ 
ledge of the Cavalier Marino, who was then at Paris, and 
who proposed that he should accompany him to Rome. 
Poussin there experienced the reception he hsid a right 
to expect, and was, by the poet, introduced to the’ Car- 
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dinal Barberini. Of his first patron he was soon de- 
prived by the unexpected stroke of death, and the other 
was compelled to leave the capital on being appointed 
to an ecclesiastical lection!' ' These two incidents re- 
duced Poussin to very great difficulties. Compelled 
to sell his best works at very low prices, he lived, 
for some time, in poverty aiiS digress; — ^but, calrii in 
the midst of adversity, he derived consolation from the 
progress he made in his art. He does hot appear to have 
been ambitious of acquiring riches^ — ^he seldom allowed 
himself time to the completion of a picture, atid con- 
formed too, much to the taste which prevailed among the 
artists of Italy, so different from that of the great mas- 
ters who had preceded them. Averse to luxury, and 
despising that ostentation which has tarnished the merit 
of so many painters, he preserved from habit that au- 
stere simplicity of appearance, and mode of living, 
which had been imposed upon him by necessity. His 
private life offers little interest. As he permitted no one 
to see him paint, he worked in silence and solitude, and 
was littl^ acquainted with the world. L'Algarde aiid F. 
Flamand, with whom he lived, both excellent sculptors, 
were his only intimates. Their conversation turned 
chiefly on the beauty of the antique; and, to the judi- 
cious observations of these able artists, Poussin was 
much indebted. 

He considered that it was more useful to study the 
works of the greatest masters than to copy them ; yet, 

' during the first years of his residence in Rome, he paint- 
ed several groups of children from l^itiain, whose colour- 
ing he admired. At that period, the colouring '6'f Poussin 
himself appeared to possess splendour and accuracy, but 
whether he did not perceive in himself sufficient aptitude 
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to excel in that branch of the art, or whether, in order 
to acquire it, he was uoiwilling to neglect those more 
essential qualifications — ^invention, design, and expres- 
siqur-all of which he pqsseiMed in a very high degree, 
he no longer attached himself to colouring, and even 
grew careless in the management of light and shade. It 
may be remarked, that most of his pictures, a few land- 
scapes only excepted, have been painted Troin' previous 
designs. His dtajiery, generally formed in a fine style, 
though sometimes overloaded with folds, is merely 
sketched and designed front models in themselves too 
small. This mode of hasty execution was perhaps na^ 
tural in an artist whose inexhaustible imagination, always 
bent on producing something new, could not endure the 
labour of minutely attending to details. For this reason, 
he has painted little else but pictures in oil. 

His reputation having now reached bis native country, 
where many of his works were very generally known, 
Louis the Thirteenth summoned him to Paris to paint the 
gallery of the Louvre. The minister, Denoyers, wrote 
to him, and the King himself renewed the invitation.— 
It was with reluctance that Poussin obeyed these orders. 
Upon his arrival he was complimented with a pension, 
and an apartment was assigned him in the Thuilleries. 
His first productions were two large pictures-^-one, rc-^ 
presenting the Cena, was destined for the chapel at St. 
Germain-en-laye; the other, for the Jesuits at Paris; 
the subject of the latter being a miracle supposed to 
have occurred in India. It is to be observed, that these " 
two pictures, the Martyrdom of St. Erasmus, wdiicli 
Poussin had finished at Rome for the church of the Va- 
tican, the allegory of Time and Truth, now placed in' 
the Napolean Museum; and the St. Margaret, at Ver- 
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sailles, are, perhaps, the only pieces he ever executed ih 
which the figures are of the nalwnl size. 

■' •- .’■r'i'f ■ ■ -iH-' 

He had already beganUo' paint fin* the gallery; but soon 
found that any further residence in^Paris would* be into^ 
lerable, from; the conttniiab crnbab excited against him 
by bis ntiinerous rivals^ partieiila% by VcKoet^ Fou- 
qui^res, and the architects lie Mercier^t whose plans and 
dispositions he had altogether ohBnged> He Was desirous 
of returning to Romey where he alone could enjoy that 
freedom and tranquillity which he had so mprudently 
renounced ; and at length obtained^permission from the 
court to return tbither;under the pretext of escorting his 
wife in order to settle in France; But soon after his 
arrival at Rome; being apprized of tlie King's deaths and 
the resignation of Mons. .Denoyersy be absolutely re-^ 
fused to return^ and resisted every intreaty that was made 
to him that he would complete the projected gallery. 
He had then resided twenty years at Rome, and the twenty 
years more during wliich«he continued to live in that 
city, were employed in the uninterrupted labours Of his 
profession. Having thus acquired, by- his genius, the 
admiration of the learned and men of taste, and conci- 
liated, by the candour and liberality of his mind, the 
love and esteem of those who were intimate with him, he 
died November 19, 1065, at the age of seventy-one 
years and five months. He was buried in the church of 
St. Lorenzo iit lucina. His bust has been placed in the 
Pantheon by Monsieur Dagincour, a French amateur. 

I 

Though the patient assiduity of Poussin was well 
known, we cannot but wonder at the great number of 
pictures which he has produced, when it is considered 
that he was nevm* assisted in the execution of either^ 
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howeTer complicated or difficult the subject. Felibieuy 
to whom we are indebted for these particulars of his life> 
has enumerated and described his principal chef d’oeuvres. 
Among others^ he mentions the picture of Germanicus, 
the Taking of Jerusalem, the Plague of the Philistines, 
Rebecca) the Wopan taken iq Adultery, the Sevei^ Sacra- 
ments, which he painted twice with cpjqsiderable alters 
atioDs; the Striking of the Rock, the Adoration of the 
Golden Calf, the Idanna, the Vision of St. Paul, Moses 
preserved from the Waters, numerous of landscapes, 
which he enriched with historical subjects ; and the Four 
Seasons— Winter contains the celebrated subject of the 
Deluge, and was his last performanee ; it discovers, in- 
deed, some marks of the feebleness of his hand, but, 
in its natural effect, has all the fire and vigour of his 
youth. ,, < , 

These different pictures have employed the talents of 
the most eminent engravers of every school. The com- 
plete catalogue of his works ^may ie estimated at ‘more 
than 300 pieces. 

- .... . . , s J 4 

Guaspre Dughet, the brother-in-law of Poussin, was 
his only pupil. He is esteemed for the beauty of his 
landscapes, but is much inferior to his, master in dig- 
nity of style, richness of composition, and variety of si- 
tuations. 
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In order to secure himself and his successors from a 
misfortune similar to the one he had just experienced, 
Henry commanded his Parliament to pass a law, which 
may be considered the most extraordinary that ever dis-* 
graced a legislature. It was enacted, That any one 
who knew, or suspected, any guilt in the Queen, for the 
time being, might, within twenty days, disclose it to the 
King, or council, without incurring any penalty for de- 
faming her; and, that if the King married any woman 
who had been incontinent, taking her for a true maid, 
she should be guilty of treason, if she did not previously 
reveal her guilt to him.” It was humorously observed, 
at the time, that the King had condemned himself to 
marry no one but a widow; for that no reputed virgin 
would ever be persuaded to incur the penalty of the 
statute. What was thus asserted merely as a jest, Henry 
confirmed, by selecting, two years after, for his aixth 
aftd last wife, Catherine, the widow of Nevil, Lord La- 
timer. 

She was bom about the year 1510 , and win the eldest 
daughter of Sir Thomas Parr, of Arundel, in the county 
of Westmoreland. Her father, though not rich, be- 
^'stowed on her a learned education. Her fine parts and 
great application enabled her to make improvements suit- 
able to the opportunities she mijoyed. Her person and 
deportment were pleasing and amiable, though she was 
not esteemed a beauty. Her fisther, by his will, gave 
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her a portion of 4001.; a small sum even tlieii for the 
daughter of a Kdight. She was early married to Ed- 
ward Burghe, a private gentleman ; and, after bis death, 
to John Nevil, Lord Latimer, a nobleman of large pro- 
perty in Worcestershire, which was chiefly settled upon 
her, and she retained ir during her life. It is not pre- 
cisely known how long she lived with either of these hus- 
bands; but it is probable that they did not live long, 
and that the periods of her widowhood were equally 
short. 

On the 12th of July, 1543, she was married to King 
Henry the Eighth, at Hampton Court, and lived with 
him three years, six months, and five days. Her con- 
duct, as Queen, appears to have been highly prudent 
and respectable. She loved learning, and was its' liberal 
and steady patroness ; of this she gave an eminent in- 
stance, in interceding for the University of Cambridge, 
which bad narrowly escaped being involved in the sup- 
pression of monasteries. She. wal' of a religious turn, 
and is known to have composed several prayers, besides 
a Lamentation, which was published in black letter. 
She was greatly inclined to favour the reformation, a cir- 
cumstance which excited much ^satisfaction in the pro- 
testant party ; though she delivered her sentiments with 
great circumspection with regard to the new doctrines. 
But the prudence and amiability of her disposition, were 
still mor^ conspicuous in the art with which she managed 
the untractable character of Henry, whose froward and 
irritable temper had increased with the unwieldly corpu-* 
lence of bis person. 

In one instance, however, her zeal for the new doc^ 
trines of the reformation betrayed her into a degree of 
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imprudence! which had nearly proved fatal to her; and 
it* was only i)y the greatest ingenuity and good fortune 
that she escaped the disasters of her predecessors. The 
King’s favourite topic of conversation was theology, and 
Catherine, whose good sense and information enabled 
her to discourse on any subject, was frequently engaged 
in argument; and unwarily betrayed her secret partiality 
for the reformers. Henry, passionate by natural temper, 
and grown peevish from disease, was highly provoked 
tliat she should presume to differ from him ; and com- 
plained of her obstinacy to Gardiner, of Winchester, a 
secret enemy of the Queen. The prelate gladly availed 
himself of an opportunity to inflame the quarrel, and 
insinuated, that the higher the rank was of the offender, 
the greater would be the example to his subjects, and the 
more glorious the sacrifice for him. These insinuations 
were enforced by the religious zeal of the chancellor, 
Wriothesly. Their opinions seconding the passionate 
and tyrannical disposition of the King, he actually or- 
dered articles of im{fieachpient to be drawn up against 
the Queen. Nothing, indeed, but the greatest prudence 
and address could have saved her from the block. The 
important paper, which contained the King’s commands, 
was immediately prepared for his signature, but by some 
fortunate accident, it fell into the hands of a friend, who 
instantly gave intelligence of it to Catherine. She was 
sensible of the extreme danger to which she was exposed, 
and saw no hope of escaping but by strataggm. She 
paid her usual visit to the King, and found him in a frame 
’of mind more serene than she could have expected. He 
again entered upon the subjects of divinity which were 
so familiar to him, and challenged her to an argument, 
as if to ascertain how far her eagerness of disputation 
would lead her beyond the bounds of submission and 
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duty. But she respectfully declined the conversation, ob- 
serving that such profound speculations were too much 
above th^ natural imbecility of her sex : — Women/> 
she remarked, were, by their first creation, made sub- 
ject to men. It belonged: to the husband to chuse prin- 
ciples for his wife : — The wife’s duty was, in all cases, to 
adopt, implicitly,' the sentiments of her husband ; and, 
as to herself, it was doubly her duty, being blest with 
a husband, who was qualified by his judgment and learn- 
ing, not only to chuse principles for his own family, but 
for the most wise and knowing of every nation.” Not 
so; by St. Mary !” answered Henry, “ You are now be- 
come a doctor, Kate ; and better fitted to give, than re- 
ceive instruction.” She meekly replied, that she was 
sensible how little she* was entitled to these praises — that 
though she usually declined not any conversation, how- 
ever sublime, when proposed by him, she well knew 
that her conceptions could serve no other purpose than 
to give him occasional amusement. She ingeniously 
added, that she found the conversation was apt to lan- 
guish when }t was not roused by some opposition ; and 
that she always intended, by such feigned controversy, to 
engage him in topics from which, by repeated expe^ 
rience, she had always reaped equal profit and instruc- 
tion. And is it so ?” said Henry, embracing her with 
jgreat tenderness. Why, then, we are friends again 
rfnd he dismissed her, with assurances of protection and 
kindness.^ By this innocent artifice she escaped the 
dreadful consequence of an indiscretion, which would, 
in all probability, have led her to the scafibld.- 

Her enemies, in the mean time, who were not ap- 
prised of this sudden change in the King’s sentiments/ 
had prepared the warrant, by which she was, next day. 



SNOLAND.] CATHERINE PARR. 

to be conveyed to the Tower. When, therefore, the 
tihancelloF appeared, with forty of the poursuivants, he 
saw, with astonishment, the King and Queen conversing 
amicably together in the garden. Henry forgetting, or 
chusing to forget, his orders of the preceding day, treated 
him with the greatest severity, and with a liberal bestowal 
of the opprobious appellations of knave^ fooly and beast, 
commanded him to depart his presence. Such, it may 
be presumed, was the manner with which this boisterous 
tyrant behaved to men of the first rank, and his most 
confidential ministers. Catherine would have interposed 
to mitigate his anger, but he said to her, “ Poor soul, 
you know not how little this man is entitled to your good 
ofiices.” From that time, the Queen having escaped 
the danger which so nearly threatened her, forebore 
even the slightest opposition to his wild and capricious 
humours. As his infirmities increased, she attended him 
with the most tender and affectionate care ; and endea- 
voured, by every soothing art and compliance, to allay 
the violent gusts of pdssion to which he was become so 
subject. But, though thus sufficiently fortunate in ap- 
peasing resentment when directed against herself, she 
was unable to save those whom she' most respected. Ca- 
therine and Cranmer excepted, the King punished, with 
the most, unfeeling rigour, all who presumed to differ 
from him in religious opinions; but, more especially, 
in that capital tenet, transubstantiation. It may be said, 
and the words are not to be considered as metaphorical, 
that almost every day witnessed the execution of some 
* illustrious or obscure victim to his political suspicions, or 
religious barbarity. 

^ At length the death of Henry liberated his subjects 
from the terrors by which they were continually assailed. 
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The Queen-Dowager retired from court, and appears to 
have resumed her station in private life, with her cus-^* 
tomary calmness and serenity. The sum of 40CX)1. her 
queathed to her by Henry’s will, was all the advantage 
die derived- from having been Queen of England. This, 
with the possessions she still held, as widow of Lord 
Latimer, must have composed a very moderate income, 
even in these days, and cannot but appear inconsist- 
ent with the dignity to which she bad been elevated. 
It is remarkable, indeed, that the King, who had ap- 
pointed no less than sixteen executors to his will, some 
of them of a degree .inferior to a knight, and a numerous 
council for the management of affairs, during the mi- 
nority of Edward the Sixth, with his usual caprice, 
overlooked the unaspiring merit of bis illustrious consort, 
whose rank seemed to point her out as the only proper 
regent of his kingdoms, arid whose sagacity and pru- 
dence might have prevented, or abated, much of the 
party violence which succeeded bis death. That she was 
not so appointed — that her najne n^ver occurs in the po- 
litical occurrences of those times — may be aertbed to the 
unambitious serenity of her mind. Her character, and 
the remembrance of her former rank, were sufficient to 
enforce respect; and she might have long adorned a 
peaceful, and happy retirement, had she not, in an evil 
hour, too hastily given her hand to Seymour. 

Tliomas Seymour, Lord Admiral , of England, was the 
younger brother of Edward Seymour, Duke of Somerset; 
who, notwithstanding the provisions in the late King’s ' 
will, had acquired the supreme direction of government, 
under the title of Protector. Tlie character of the two 
brothers were essentially different. The Protector, of a* 
mild and moderate temper^ appears to have been raised 
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to hit high station, frOiit the consideration of bis rank» 
nss uncle to the young King, rather than by any eker- 
tions of bis own. The Admiral was a man of insatiable 
ambition — arrogant, assuming, implacable^ — and, though 
supposed to be possessed of superior abilities to the Duke, 
did not^ in the same degree, enjoy tl]e confidence and 
affection of the people. By his flattery and address, he 
so insinuated himself into the good graces of the Queen- 
Dowager, that, forgetting her usual prudence and regard 
to decency^ she married him very soon after the demise 
of the late King. She is suspected, indeed, of having 
favoured his addresses before her marriage witli Henry ; 
upon whose death, her love for Seymour revived. Her 
marriage with him was privately celebrated ; but it took 
place so soon, that it is said, had she proved early preg- 
nant, it would have beeo doubtful whose child it was. 

This hasty union was, however, extremely unfor- 
tunate, and proved a source of continual uneasiness to 
Catherine. The credit of euch an alliance had gratified 
the ambition of the Admiral, but it bad also given um- 
brage to the Duchess of Somerset, his sister-in-law; 
who, offended that the younger' brother’s wife should 
take precedency of her, employed all her influence over 
her husband, which was too great, first to create, and 
then to inflame, a quarrel between the two brothers. 
Seymour engaged in several plots against the regency of 
Somerset, and seemed openly to aspire to the sole go- 
vernment of the kingdom. In order to attain this ob- 
ject, he endeavoured to seduce the young Edward to his 
interest — found means to hold a private correspondence 
with him — and publicly decried the, Protector’s admi- 
nistration. His designs, however, were discovered be- 
fore iheir execution could be accomplished. Tbp mo- 
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derate and humane dispoaition of Somerset, mad# hint 
urilling to overlook these enterprises of the Admiral, andi 
a reconciliation seemed to be effected; but so turbu-* 
knt a spirit could not be easily appeased. His disap- 
pointed ambition increased the acerbity of a disposition 
naturally reserved, and gloomy. The many qualifications 
he possessed, which had so recently captivated the heart 
of Catherine, disappeared, or were no longer displayed, 
when the objects, for which he solicited her hand, 
were no longer within his grasp. His temper was soured 
by these occurrences, and vented itself upon his innocent 
wife. She experienced, from him, the most injurious 
treatment ; and, neither the meekness of her disposition; 
nor the excellence of her character, could secure her 
from the indignities which embittered the remainder of 
her life. ^ 

It was still further clouded, and, perhaps, short- 
ened, by a more alarming instance of his cruelty and 
indifference, which disclosed hself only a short time be- 
fore her death. The ambition of Seymour, the object of 
her free and voluntary choice, not satisfied with having 
married the widow of the great Henry, aspired to an 
alliance with the Princess Elizabeth, daughter of that 
monarch. He saw the declining health of the young 
King — ^he knew that the nation dreaded the accession 
of the bigotted Mary — and, by paying his court to the 
Princess Elizabeth, then in her sixteenth year, he hoped 
one day to become the husband of the reigning Queen, 
if not King himself. And such a design, daring as it 
was, might probably have succeeded, had he been al« 
lowed more time, and had he been less impetuous in his 
desires. Elizabeth, whom even the hurry of business, 
and the pursuits of ambition, could not, in her more ad- 
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vanced years^ entirely restrain from 'the more tender 
^.passions, seems to have listened to the insinuations of 
a man, who possessed every mlent that could captivate 
the female heart. The life of Catherine, if that had 
been the only obstacle, would not long have retarded 
the success of his measures. The pride of her sister- 
in-law, and the ill-humour of a hubband, whom she 
adored to the last, were constant sources of uneasiness to 
this unfortunate woman. A settled grief preyed upon her 
spirits, and her exhausted frame could not resist this last 
glaring proof of his infidelity. She was delivered of a 
daughter, at the Castle of Sudley, in Gloucestershire; 
and expired seven days afterwards, of a broken heart. 
Those who knew, or suspected, the ambitious designs of 
the Admiral, strongly accused him of having rewarded, 
with poison, the Queen, who had honoured him with her 
hand. Could the meek and sainted spirit of Catherine 
have glanced upon futurity — ^had it been at all suscepti- 
ble of anger or revenge — ^it might have rejoiced at the 
subsequent fate of Seymour; who, in less than six 
months after her death, was engaged in open acts of 
rebellion, and whose own brother was, at length, com- 
pelled to sign the warrant, which. dismissed him to the 
scaffold. 

The following epitaph was composed for Catherine, 
by Dr. Parkhurst, her chaplain : 

Hoc Regina novo dormit Katherina sepulchro 
Sexus fsminei flos, honor atque decus : 

Haec fuit Henrico conjux fidelissima Regi ; 

Quern postquam e vivis Parca tulinet ptrox, 

Themac Seymero— Cui tit, Neptune, tridentem 
Porrigi^-eximio nuperat ilia viro : 
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The Oseen must have bees of low stature, as the lead 
which inclosed her corpse, was Imt five feet four inches ' 
long. The letters K. P. above the inscription, was the 
signature she commonly used ; though,- sometimes, she 
rigas hersdf * Keteiyn the Quene.* 
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'' the 'Firfeiibh 

VMdyijkl^ ' ii^UM scTVaifted lior so light as thit 
of ‘tte^l*tefifiSll>iiiilitit^^ it ti r^e Aha spirited. Bf& 

l^dfe^fi^'fi^edKltr are" too vii^ 

dtid i^isctB^ 

theiki;'Wdre<ifiA^'td iilS^^i? It ^^Was a khbwledge blF 
ihoilA&ah'ilabits^dr bonifeinpfatfbn 

of iiis'fdiitflr(^^ lhat*^ilka{>lei!^''lSim^Mti^ sb'‘iOhb1i'’iicehrkcj 
to give th^ kselidBMe^^ df mi djbd^K-^hen6e all his 
heads baV0'^iUi>lihiitilittt^tind'thi6 ^^pre^ His pche^ 
tfatiaij^ attaiiiing the end proposed. 

Rigaud studiedi RfUi Wise; all tfa^ paris of bis art With'^thb 
most scrupuloas attention, as the elegant correctness of 
hlo derigh, add the hitnnonfioiis Vigotir of his Oolotiring 
attest; liut it is to be fegretted'thathils attitudes display 
so little simplicity. 

This artist was born at Perpignan in 1659, according 
to some writers, and in 1663 according to others. He re- 
ceived the rudiments of his art from his father, Mathias 
Rigaud, a painter of some note; but his principal im- 
provement was derived from his habituating himself to 
copy the works of Vandyck. The beauty of his first 
works soon brought him into notice. He felt a strong 
*desire to visit Italy, but was dissuaded by Le Brun, who 
prevailed on him to remain at Paris, and perfect liimself 
there in portrait painting, as more conducive to bis repu- 
tation and fortune. This advice he followed, and soon 
distinguished himself in such a manner, that Louis^XlV. 
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the princes of the bloodj the prime nobility, and many 
foreign princes, occupied his pencil. It was in vain that^ 
he enhanced his priclb^tAA.^iiiiilb^ his admirers in- 
cessantly increased. But Rigaud took delight in giving 
a preference to men of eminent talents ; and posterity is 
intlehted to him for thefM^iraflsO^^BoMlef^tTlft^Sb^^ 
Boileaii>'8ieii JnlTW'fae Wii^ieBtsived^dtG^'tbe^ 
paying his ^bomageito? that society^ by- of 
several of its members* cityi^^f-Perpignin ttvtdled 
itself, in bis favoer, of 'a privilfeg^ it possessed^ that 
annually creating a nobleman. This distinction was con- 
firflsed^sdecessively by^Louis XtV. khd- 'his sudchsE^i by 
whom he was hoAoured with the ^.Michel, 

and a considerable pension^ in l?27i 'fPhbifeihvours ^ere 
no^ less due to his virtues' than hiS -ftifen^fil. < 'He^tcihk a 
journey to Perpignan in order to paint 'blS QHithe^; whose 
portiait be frequenlJy copied; and| upon^hid death-bed^ 
bequeathed to the Academy this proof ef triafilial affection^. 
He died in 174S| leaving behind him soAiO bistoriearpio- 
tures, inferior in merit to his portrditsi' 


Rigaud wsis a man of a liberal disposition, and possessed 
considerable humour. Many stories . are related of his 
disinterestedness, and of the briNioncy of bis wit. 
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Tins (Dstingirishcd character^ who for near half a cei^ 
tury had been well known to almost every person in tbit 
country who hud any pretensions to taste or literature, was 
the son of the Rev. Samtiel Reynolds, and boYn atPlymp- 
toii, in pcvonshlre/ bif the Of 1723. He was 

for some time histracted*in the cksstes^by diiB .father, and 
began, at ah eaVly' age, to^dhif^tay ah^ihdittQtion for that 
art of which fie atVerwdlrds bebame* ltd illustrious a pro* 
fessor, by coj^yitig the prints he found ib his fhther*i 
books. At eight years of age he studied with great 
avidity The JiMffs Perspective, waA mitdeu drawing of 
the gramnrnrHscfaool at Plympton. But his principal fund 
of imitation was Jacob Cafe emblems ; and he was coa<* 
firmed in his loVe of the ar( by die perusal of Richardsoa^ 
Treatise on Painting, which so inflamed bis mind/ that he 
thought Raphael the most eminent character of anoient 
br iBodern times.^ In the year 1740^ he was placed as a 
pupil under his countryman Hudson> the best artist of 
that day, with whom he acquired the rudiments of his 
art. On a disagreement with bis master, three years 
after, he retired into Devonshire, where he passed the 
three following years, without much eflect or improve- 
ment. The cause of bis separation with Mr. Hudson he^ 
however, considered as a fortunate circumstance, since 
by this means he was induced to deviate from the tame* 
ness and insipidity of his master, and to form a maonef 
' of bis own. 


90 



SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS. (Ienglanii. , 
III 1749, he accompauied captain, afterwi^rds Lord^ 
K«‘pp( l, b.j whom he was warmly patronized, in a voyage 
U) tiie Mediterranean , and, after spending two months |n 
Port JVlahon, sailed to Leghorn, from whence hie pro- 
ccedeAto Rome. Of the course of his studies^ whi^e he 
remained there, little can now be knoMm. In his notes on 
Du-Fresnoy, he gives an account of an ingenious method 
taken by him, when at Venice, to. discover the. principleii 
of chiaro-scuro, adopted by the painters of that scimol ^ 
and in another part confesses, that he was much disap- 
pointed at the first sight of the works of Raphael in the 
Vatican, and greatly mortified to find that he had not only 
conceived wrong notions of that great man, but was even 
incapable of appreciating his real excellence. Notwith- 
standing my disappointment/’ he says, I proceeded to 
copy some of tlfbse excellent works. I viewed them agmn 
and again. I even afibeted to feel their merit, and to ad- 
mire them more than I really did. In a short time a new 
taste and new perceptions began to dawn upon me, and I 
was convinced that I had originally formed a false opinion 
of the perfection of art; and since that time, having fre- 
queutly revolved the subject in my mind, I am of opinion, 
that a relish for the higher excellencies of the art, is an 
acquired taste, which no man ever possessed without long 
cultivation, great labour and attention.” 

On Ins arrival in London, in 17 ^ 2 , he soon attracted 
llic public notice; and not long afterwards, the whole 
length portrait he painted of bis friend and patron. 
Admiral Kcppel, exhibited such powers, that he was jiot 
only acknowledged to be at the head of his profession, 
but to be the greatest painter that England had ever seen 
since Vatidyck. Mr. Reynolds soon saw how B^uch aai- 
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mation might be obtained by deviating from the insipid 
lininhej^' of his immediate predecessors — hence, in many 
. of His portraits, we find much of the variety and spirit of 
a liigner species of art. Instead of confining himself to 
0161*6 likenesses, iii whic& lie was eminently happy, he 
dived, as it were, into the minds, habits, and manners, of 
those who sat to him ; and never began a picture without 
a determination of making it his best. He was one of 
the few artists whose efforts to improve' ended but with 
his life ; and whose uilceasing progress almost justified 
the maxim he was so fond of repeating, that nothing is 
denied tb well-directicd industry.” Though the landscapes 
which he has given in the back-gi'oiind of many of his 
portraits are eminently beautiful, he seldom exercised his 
hand in regular landscape painting. But in the historical 
department he took a wider range; and, by his successful 
exertions in that higher branch of his art, he has not only 
enriched vflribus cabinets at Rome, but extended the 
fame of the English school to foreign countries. 

As an autiior, a character in which he appears scarcely 
less eminent than in that of a painter, we probably owe his 
exertions to his situation in the Royal Academy of Arts, 
in the institution of which, in the year 1769, he had a 
principal share ; and, being unquestionably of the first 
rank in his profession, lie was elected the president. This 
circumstance did not a little contribute to the increase 
and establishment of his tame ; nor did the Acadefiiy 
derive less credit from the admirable works whicii he 
ebbtinned yearly to exdiibit in it, consisting chiefly of 
pDhrkits; though he rarely suffered a season'tp pass iti 
which he did not bring forward some fine specimens of. 

^ his pbWer^ iii history: From the years 176i5 to if7^ in- 
dUSive, it a^peats that b'^ sent no less than 244 pictures 
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give dignity tp thf ^e,w roQQferred.iPttiiftW^tW j- 

honour oiF knighthood. 

It was no part Qf;^the^pi;^9jr9)e^.dwty qf^hia^^^ 
read lectures to the, Aqa^J^p^y^ljhuV t^l|a^task/h^l^ 
tarily imposed upon- lynispl^ ijpir.,the jqaa^^nai^asigfied 'in- 
his firtceiith discourse. prizes .were to igivqn^ Jft ; 
appeared not only proper, bpt aUnost indUpemably itc*^ 
ccssary, that something shpjoJd b? said by Urn presidept: 
on the delivery of those pr^es; and tjhc president, forJiU; 
own creditj would wish to say-i something more than m^re 
words of compliment, which,, by being frequently re^ 
peated, would soon become flat and uninteresting, aud by 
being uttered to many, would at last become a distinction, 
to none. I thought, therefore, if I were to prcflice this 
compliment with some instructive observations on the 
art, when we crowned merit in the artists whom we re- 
warded, I might do something to animate and guide them 
ill their future attempts.” Such was the laudable motive 
which produced the fifteen discourses pronounced by Sir 
Joshua ; a work, to use the language of his biographer, 
which contains such a body of just criticism on an ex- 
tremely difiicult subject, clothed in such perspicuous, ele- 
gant, and nervous language, that it is no exaggerated 
panegyric to assert, that it will last as long as the English 
tongue, and contribute, no less than the production of his 
pencil, to render his name immortal. Some years after 
the publication of the first seven of these discburscs,. the 
author had the honour to receive from the Empress Ca^t 
therine of Russia, a gold box, with a basso relievo of her 
imperial majesty on the lid, set round with diamonds ; 
accompanied with a note within, written with, her own 
hand, containing these w'ords Pour le Chevalier * 
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Rftyilii^i,erileitt6{gniig€rtA^c*bMehtet)f^ cj|'ue j*ai resscntie 
&iaileeti«lrC)4e^d «^Il^ la peinture/’ 

The assiduity and love for his profession left him but 
litale tdiillrei kiid l^^^dblin^tidn, to make excursions into 
the’ bottrttt^yi '*’0(Hrfiikiiteallyy hmte^e^ passed a few 
daystttr4fU villtfbnl'Ri(^lh6tid Hill, and visited at difTereiit 
times' the 'Seatk ofEtoihe'of the noblemen and gentlemen of 
bi5'acqhkinrfBttce/fr6m''!^heh^^^ lie was always glad to re- 
turn' ^io the practice of his profession, justly considering, 
like his friend Jbhtisdh,' the metropolis as tiie head-quar- 
ters of intellectual society. In the summer of 1781, with 
a view of examining critically the most celebrated pro- 
ductions of the Flemislf and Dutch painters, he made the 
tour of Holland ahd Flanders ; and the fruit of his travels 
was a very pleasing account of his journey, containing 
remarks on the pictures preserved in the various churches 
and cabinets that he visited — to which he has subjoined a 
very masterly character of Rubens. In the year 1 733, 
the late Mr. Mason having finished his elegant translation 
of Du Fresnoy's Art of Painting, Sir Joshua enriched 
that work with a very ingenious commentary ; and, in the 
following year, on the death of Mr. Ramsay, he was sworn 
principal painter in ordinary to his majesty, in wdiicli 
oftiee he continued to his death. 

Having thus borne down all opposition, and, as the 
summit of huiillEUt felicity, obtained the first place in his 
profession, little remains to be added, but that he was one 
•whom the most rare and enviable prosperity could not 
spoil. His whole life, to the time of the failure of liis 
sight, was passed in the diligent and unwearied pursuit of 
liis art, at once his business and his pleasure.. The hours 
of relaxation were chiefly spent in the company of bis 
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numerous aif[\faintaiicle ; anff/from W 

(I]l and i»lbvkiui.?bdbfU^difir>^ab)e 
exhibited* ton tiBsdilvfoiage ibe ftetey ' titleftts, and 

gcniufii*of the 'thHi»ei>kingd6tfiac^* 

pecrodf scalx:el -' a peracintdidUttj^kllied^fe^' att^llfimeiitd’' 
in literature or die arts^ at tWe dr^Hi rhV^ * 

fidd, wlw> wnsi hftt o^aifeiAittlly'fciiiid^di^ei- ' Th^'ptei- 
siirefand instruction rrhicb ha - derived 'froih such cbm-' 
indncclcl bim,^ TV: Jdhniibn, to 

estaldish iha JiittMiy sbeic^y Whib^^ erni’bodst of 

having hail>^mtx»lkd*ttnKmg itt^^man^ a^tiyib€''the" 
most cclebiiitf-d characters of the last century. ■* ' ' ' ' 

• Although for a long series of yettfs^Sli^ffbshtia SeynbMs 
enjoyed an uninterrupted state of ge6d*hfeahfc;in thb'yetor 
1782 he tras fora time afflicted with a paralytic affection^ 
from which he in a few weeks recovered ; but, in 1789, 
while be was painting the portraitbf Lady Beancham)r, 
he jEnuikl his* sight so much aifcctcd that it was with dif-*^ 
ficulty he could proceed in his worjc, and notwithstanding^ 
the aid of the most skilful oculists, he was shortly after- 
wards deprived, of the sight. of his left eye. After some 
stctiggles, lest his remaining eye should fail him, he re- 
solved to ptointno more. This determination to hint wtt^' 
a.scriou$;.miKfoitune still, however, he retained his 
spirits, and partook of the society of his friends with the 
stomc. pleasure as before. But, in October, 1791, from' an 
apprekiension that an inflamed tumdur which took place' 
ovectbe cyc that was lost, might alFect the other also, he 
became much dgected. Meanwhile he laboured under W. 
msioh>«iiunre dangerous disease; but which, as he could 
neither, explain to his physicians the nature, nor point 
o^tMthe;yseat.b^^it, many believed to be imaginary, aiiC 
lieJwas advised to ibdee it off by exertioQ. At length. 



iiiac6ver«d' 

t 9 .,)}e jfiofdinate gfiMrth ^ whiidi^ as it 

aftecw;a^iftpj»^i?fl>ibRA>i}eoinlnpd«fd'aH<thevfbnjt«ionffx>t* 
<lbi> wdftdjftt ividiiobi heihoeejwitb the grtatcst 
^4n9)!tdi9a«9f. (ba difed,. after a.coofiaeinent«of 


tbr^ moitthsxfit'iiia jt!PnseliQ!i[ietoe»(er*a'ields>' on the iSSd' 
F^rua^i;17Q9ri«I]is ramains \vei»> interrediiaithecrypt of 
^t^lVilKneMithatoiab of ‘Sir Christopher 
Aj^rpUj,>>ril^aYjBiyibojiqorf^t atanlji be aheriin to «xtfaoT> 
djaafySfRIMa aad<<iD.WQrtb)<by>afgratef«land aiteniighten*' 
ed nation, .-.jti-i ..-^ >!>;! •■>/!•• i;; Mi ■ ■ ■ . 


..,T(>,ej;pat.ia^.ap bis meriiS'aaan artist, or to<ennirier&te 
tjie eiipaiWifRr-tbPtrbava ' been -paid ^to iiis private worth, - 
wonjd ft^f. exe.qad,.dia limits of oar publication. W e shat!,‘ 
tber«fora> o^^Iude this memoir, with tlio following cha* 
ra^iqfisti^^lqgjy^^vrittau by that iUiiYtriouststatesman and 
a^^c^«(n.atq friend qf Sir .Joshaa, -the late Mr; Edmund 
Evtrka, V . •:• ■ '■■ 

■; 7 ■ . i ■ ■■ 'V r'fi .■•.■'-■■ ■ : . -■•■■ ■ 

..f* Sic Joshua. Reg^nolcls was, on: very ‘many accounts, 
ouie of the iaost lUjCinotable men of his.tinie. He was the 
Siiglishman who added the praise of the< elegant arts 
tq jtihe pibQr glories of his oouiury . In taste, in gface> in 
fcicijiiy, in iiuppy inveHtioti, and in the richness and har4 
mquy ;of cdoMring, he was equal to the great masters of 
the renowned v l» portraits he went beyond dxcin r 
for he commuojoutedl Co description of the art in 
which English artists .sirei vtbe iltost engaged, a variety, a 
fancy, and a dignity, derived Irdin the higher branches^ 
which even those who possessed them in a superior mun^ 
ner, did not always preserve when they delineated itidi* 
vidual nature. His portraits remind the spectator of the 
invention of history, and the amenity of landscape. Iq 
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pBuitingporttBiU»be«ppeaiwlMti« beniMJvpoo die 
platform, bat to detoead to A flMmkBhii^ieir sphere. His 
puntings Ulustnite his kssoas, aod his hsso a s setm to be 
dmved from his paiadags. He pos sess ed the dnoij ak 
perfecdjr as dw praotioe of hU art. To be simh • pointer, 
he was a profound and penetratw^ |liihMO|d;Kr* 

*' In the fuH afflnenca of foreign and domestic fame, 
admired by the learned in seknoe, courted by the |p:eat, 
caressed by sovereign powers, celebrated by dhttogoidied 
poets, his native humility, modes^, and candour, never 
forsook him, even on surprise or provocation ; nor was the 
least degree of arrogance or assumption visible to the 
most scradnizing eye, in any part of his conduct or 
discourse. 

** His talents of every kind, powerful from nature, and 
not meanly cultivated by letters, his social virtues in aU 
the relations and all the habitud^ of life, rendered him 
the cmitre of a very great knd unparalleled varie^ of 
agreeable societies, which will be dissipated by his death. 
He had too much merit not to excite some jealousyo-too 
much innocence to provoke any enmity. The loss of no 
man of bis time can be felt with more sincere, general, 
and unmuced sorrow. 


HAll. 1 AKD VABBWELl. !*’ 














LE^S>UE¥ft. 


WiTRt>vii>.ii 4 ving belidd tbaieheH-.d’flBa'raeB of Ital/^ 
Le.’^eor/ ati )tbe ofi ^tvtjii^-Qbtaiiilbii the title of tte 
Raphael of France. To wbajt>ei 'degree of pOrfectkni 
would he not have carried painting, had he enjoyed the 
advaetagO'of visiting the ooiititiyDf^tlle fine arts, and had 
Witte grunted bios a lopgei egreer^ iiAfter Boussin^ Lei 
Sueu^ juady maintoins the drat toahaa the Breach school 
of painting/ Le Bruit is ihebbly-one who can dispute 
with him that hwodr. ; The -eOoipositioM of the latter 
are generaUy>mOre magnifioeat,-bnt the taste of Le Sueur 
is wfinitOl^ more deheat^ his designs more spirited and 
correct and his expression more' strikiBg. 'His colonring 
is indeed weak, but the turn of his draperies is admirable; 
and his tonchis remarkable for lightness, whidl the: pencH 
of his competitor in no wise presents^ 

Mild, modest, and unassuming, like Raphael, Le Sueur 
appears to have been penetrated with the same sentiment 
of grace and naivete. It may be cited, as the last proof 
of their conformity, the premature death of these cele- 
brated men. It is at least probable that Le Sueur, having 
studied with peculiar care the small number of the pic- 
tures of Raphael which France at that time possessed, 
and the engravings after that master, caught in some 
measure his manner, and appropriated his style. 

Le Sueur was boru at Paris in I6l7. His father was a 
sculptor. Placed very early under the tuition of Simon 
Vouet, he at first adopted the taste of his school. He 
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afterwards embellished the cloister of the Chartreux with 
twenty-two pictures, representing the life of St. Bmno, 
which are now in the Senate. He was then 

only twenty-seven. . The famoos picture of St. Paul 
preaching at Ephesnt, which he painted for the Church of 
{16;t^Da|fm,(,i^f^i^^h^;^ef^,pit!^ctip{^An^^ in 

jF*i<feil»nOBlMMht8dbtha 

ftbf 

sit ^ B?rf<}5ffifB«fsj3fes^ 

phefti^lto hispr9f^oi»,ffln{|^^;j|ij^ 

^r^ himoff at the^ af f!^rtyt^;gj^ !uw^,H 

' ■ * • ■:■ .*•?•> •‘-^^ ' v ■;?? .jyoifK 

. Sueur . had ,ap, dis<^p?^ ^jjifhjgj^Pje h^the*,? 
were U^Ue kn/^, land, his b» <rther-in-kv>^^^^^ 
Goulai, who worked at several of his picturea. .,•. .-,,1.5 







JANE SEYMOUR. 


The eagerness with which the Ki^g hastcncil to so- 
lemnize his third nuptials, was, of itself, sufEcient to vin- 
dicate the innocence, and justify the memory of his late 
Queen ; and was the most effectual apology that he could 
make to her injured character. It was easy to see how 
little he had been actuated by justice or humanity in his 
rigorous condemnation of her; and nothing could be 
plainer than that, his indifference of Boleyn, and his at- 
tachment to another object, had alone influenced his con- 
duct. The glaring indecency of ascending a throne still 
bedewed with the blood of her predecessor, may excite 
little esteem for the subject of this memoir. But Henry 
had long accustomed his subjects to the most servile sub- 
mission to his will, aryl the young and artless Jane could 
not, perhaps, have refused to accept his hand, ''^h'ted 
as it was, without imminent danger to herself. 

She was descended of a very ancient family, 
cestors came over to England with William tne 
queror, or soon after ; and their name was, at first, writ- 
ten St. Maur; and, in the old Latin records, l)c S. 
Mauro, deduced from a place of the same name in Nor- 
mandy. The earliest residence of this family, of which 
we find any account, was at Woundy and Penhow, near 
Caldecot, in Monmouthshire ; but upon the marriage of 
Roger dc St. Maur, Knight, with Cecily, one of the 
daughters ' and co-heirs of John Beauchamp, Baron of 
ii/the reign of Edward the Tiiird, the family re- 
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moved into Soinersetsliire. The father of Queen Jane, 
was Sir John Seymour, of Wolf Hall, in Wiltshire, 
Constable of Bristol Castle, and Groom of the Chambe- 
to King Henry the Eighth, whom he served in the wars 
of France and Flanders. He married Margaret, daugh- 
ter of Sir John Wentworth, of Nettlested, in Suffolk; 
and, by her, had six sons and four daughters, of whom 
Jane was the eldest. 

She was early introduced at court, and appointed one 
of the maids of honour to Queen Anne,— and h^||[ not long 
occupied that post, wlicn, most unhappily for her royal 
mistress, she attracted the notice of the King. — He was 
struck with her youth and beauty, and the uncommon 
sweetness of her disposition. She possessed a iiappy 
medium between the chilling gravity of Katharine, and 
the thoughtless vivacity of Aimc. With Henry, to love, 
and to determine to bteome immediately possessed of 
the object of his affection, was one and the same thing. 
The existence of a young and inno^’cnt Queen, to whom 
no fault could reasonably bo aseribcil, would have been, 
to any other ])rince, an insurmovmtable obstacle ; but to 
him was a trifling consideration, whieli deliiycd, for a few 
nays only, the accomplishment of his wishes. So abso- 
lute a monarch had no resistance to encounter — no mur- 
murs to apprehend. The heart is not more ingenious 
ill suggesting apologies for its deviations, than courtiers, 
in finding expedients for gratifying the inclinations of 
their master. The Queen’s enemies, of whom there w ere 
many among Henry’s nobles, immediately sensible of 
the alienation of his affections, completed her ruin by 
nattering his new passion. They represented that free- 
dom of manners which Anne had acquired in "^rance, in 
u criminal light ; and they extolled the virtu s of ^^ey- 
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\.nur. The Queen was, therefore, committed to the 
*r, impeached, brought to trial, condemned without 
' I . . : 'e, and executed* without remorse. 

Oi f ■ day following the execution of Boleyn, or, 
at to others, three days after, he gave his hand 

to Seymour. He either affected to disregard the public 
opinion ; or he might wish to insinuate, that a woman> 
whom his laws had proclaimed and punished as an adul* 
teress, did not merit even the slightest symptom of 
- egret. The new Queen, at the ceremony of her mar- 
riage, made a most beautiful appearance; and it was 
the observation of Sir John Russel, afterwards Earl of 
Bedford, who was present, that the richer she was in 
clothes, the fairer she appeared ; whereas, the richer 
the former Queen (whether* Katharine or Anne, is not 
expressed,) was apparelled, the worse she looked. The 
amiable simplicity of Jane, and the remarkable suavity 
of her manner, appear to have strongly attached him to 
her. Of his domestic happiness he gave the most public 
and unequivocal proofs. In the parliam^*- he 

summoned soon after his marriage, he declarev 
withstanding the misfortunes which had attendee 
former marriages, he had, for the good of h* 
ventured on a third. His divorce with Anne Boleyn was 
ratified — that Queen and all her accomplices were at- 
tained — the issue of both his former marriages were de- 
clared illegitimate, and it was even made treason to assert 
the legitimacy of either of them — to throw any slander 
upon the King, his present Queen, or their issue, was 
sul^ected to the same penalty— the crown was settled * on 
the KingV issue by Jane, or any subsequent wife — and 
in.^e l e jlihould die without children, he was em- 
^ ' I 74 
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powered to dispose of the crown by his will or letters^ 
patent. ^ r* 

This exorbitant power was accompanied with the most 
flattering addresses from the two houses. They com- 
pared him to Solomon for justice and prudence — to 
Samson for strehgth and fortitude — to Absalom for 
beauty and comeliness. Henry replied with aifected hu- 
mility, that he disavowed these praises, since, if he 
were really possessed of such endowments, they were 
the gift of Almighty God only. He found, indeed, that 
this parliament was no less submissive in deeds, than 
complaisant in their expressions; and that they would go 
the same lengths as tiny of the former in gratifying even 
his most lawless passions. Among other reasons fo;* an- 
nulling the King’s former marriage with Anne Boleyn, 
and granting such liberal supplies on the present occa- 
sion, they give this curious one; — For that his High- 
ness had chosen to wife, the excellent and virtuous Lady 
Jane, who, for her convenient years, excellent beauty, 
and pureness of Jiesh and bloody would be apt, God will- 
ing, to conceive issue by his Highness.” 

In this expectation they were not disappointed, for 
the Queen was, on the of October, lo.S7, to the 

inexpressible joy of the King, who was always passion- 
ately fond of male issue, delivered of a son, who was 
baptized by the name of Edward. But his happiness was 
considerably dumped by the death of Ills young and 
amiable Queen, who expired two days alter the birth of 
the Prince. It has been repeatedly said, that owin^ to 
lome obstruction, she underwent the Ca’sar,hm opera- 
tion, and that Henry, when informed thrt |i,hou^h it 

' • y - 
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^ight save the infant, it would probably destroy the 
^TTrlier, assented to the experiment, with the brutal 
bttt characteristic remark, * that he could easily find 
another wife, but was not so certain of having another 
son/ But there seems to be no foundation for this 
story. The Prince was born in tlie ordinary way, and 
the Queen was so well the day after,* that the council 
issued dispatches, giving notice of her safe delivery^ and 
of her being in good health. It is probable, therefore, 
that she was suddenly seized wdth some disorder peculiar 
to w'omen in her condition, of v/hich slie died, and 
was buried at Windsor. 

The birth of a son, w'hich- prevented disputes with 
regard to the succession, after the acts declaring the 
two Princesses illegitimate, had given the King so much 
satisfaction, that his aliliclion seemed to be drowned 
in his joy. 

lie, however, lamented her death, and she certainly 
appears to have been beloved by him, more than any 
other of his Queens ; — of this, she was every way wor- 
thy, hy her submissive, prudent, and allcctionalc con- 
duct;. 

Of the cliaracter of Jane, and the details of Iht 
private life, little is known. Her career of splendour 
was short, and preinatin dy closed ; and did not disjday 
those remarkable events which had clistiiiguishcci the lives 
• of her predecessors. Her influence was merely per- 
sonal, and did not extend to political transactions. — 
Even tlpe rapid exaltation of every branch of her fu- 
ptijy to ri<j[ics and dignities, \vas less owing to her own 
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exertions^ than to the pleasing remembrance which her* 
virtues had impressed upon her husband, and sire. 

She;expired> happily perhaps for herself, after having 
added to the satisfaction of the King by the birth of 
a son, the undoubted heir of the throne, and before 
she had experienced the inconstancy, and cruel violence 
of'-his temper. 
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JOHN DE LA VALETTE. 


T HB Ofdeii of St* John of Jerusuleip, instituted at the 
time of the Qnisades# for ,^e defepo^ of the Christian 
raligion Bg^iist MidK>liieta|lU|Prbaj|i three times sustained 
the attacks of the Infidels, ip the principal place of its 
establishments Ateadi of these glorious epochs it was 
commanded by a grand masteTi by birth a Frenchman. 

In Rhodes/ Peter d’Aubnssoii had triumphed over the 
forces of Mahomet < IJis successori Vjlliers de 1’fsle 
Adum, no less braver bui jess fortunate, had been obliged 
to submit to the ascendancy . of Soliman II. — and the 
island of Malta had, in consequence, become the asyluin 
of the knights of the order of St. John. Approaching 
nearer to Europe, where Christianity flourished, and in 
the very neighbourhood of Sicily, that was capable of sup- 
plying them with succours of ^very kind^ they had the 
advantage of directing their forces as to a central point, 
over all the coasts of the Mediterranean, and to brave 
the colossal power of their enemies. 

John de la Valette-Parisot, elected grand master in the 
year 1557, gave a new activity to the daring achievements 
of the order against the ensigns of the crescent ; and, in 
a few years, more than fifty Turkish vessels were carried 
into Malta. 

The conqueror of Rhodes, incensed at the numerous 
imccesses of the order, fitted out a considerable fleet in 
1555, which landed an army of 80,000 in the island, and. 
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by tbeir superiority in point qf numbers, compelled tbe 
knigbts to shut themselves up witbin tbeir walls. It was 
then that all those prodigtes of valoui were displayed 
which bad formerly been exhibited at Rhodes. The at- 
tacks of the Turks, maintained for nearly four months 
with incredible slaughter/ were in the *ehd unable to 
resist the iiitrepidh;y of La Valette> and his brave country^ 
men in arnts/ Thearniy of SoHman/diminished to 20,000, 
was at length compelled to a shameful retreat. . * 

The city having been reduced to ashes by the fire of 
the assailants, a new one was built, which, from gratitude 
and admiration of his bravery, was called La Falette, a 
name which it still bears. Its founder was resolved . to 
make it one of the strongest places in Europe ; a part, of 
his project he lived to see realized, when death terminated 
his honourable career,' in the year 1568. 

Pope PiusY. sensible of the courage and the piety 
of the grand master, offered hini the^ Roman purple, which 
La Valette refused. He imagined, without doubt, that he 
could add nothing to the glory of a sovereign prince, and 
of the conqueror of the redoubted Soliman. : 
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TkE Marechal de Vaubail^ born in 1653^ aiid iii'ho died 
in 1707^ was^ perhaps, the greatest engineer that ever 
existed. Upon the new principles of fortification which 
he instituted, he repaired no less than three hundred 
' places, and built himself thirty-three. He conducted in 
person fifty-three sieges, and was present at one hundred 
and forty battles. He left twelve MS. volumes filled with 
the most useful projects which he could devise for the 
welfare of the state, not one of which has yet been put in 
execution. He belonged to the Academy of Sciences, 
and conferred upon her the greatest honour, by rendering 
mathematics subservient to the good of his country. 

To this rapid sketch of Voltaire, we shall add a short 
account of the life ani serxices of one of those illustrious 
men who dignified the splendid sera of Louis XIV. 

Sebastian Le^-Prfltre de Vauban, of a noble but decayed 
family, received no other portion from his father but an 
excellent education and a musket. At the agC of sevcn-^ 
teen he entered the service. From the very first inspec- 
tion of a fortified place he became an engineer, from the 
strong desire he immediately felt to' become distinguished 
in that career. He commenced the study of mathematics 
Vith uncommon ardour ; and, in the following year, ren- 
dered himself conspicuous at the siege of St. Meiiehould. 
AtVhe peace of the Pyrenees, in 1660, Vauban was al- 
ready considered as the most skilful officer in the conduct 
of a siege. He could, with equal ability, attack or de- 
' . 9 ^ 
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a place. Eiiiightenecl by an inventive genius, ma- 
uiied by meditation and experience, be disdained to give 
implicit obedience to established rules — he laid claim to 
originality, and the power of invention never hd't him till 
at the close of his life. It was by an incessant variation 
in his plans, according to the local advantages of each 
town or city, that lie surroniuled the interior of France 
with a treble line of fortified places, which defied all the 
eflbrts of the allies in the war of the succession. It has 
been said, that Vauban sensibly diminished the utility of 
bis own works, by rendering the attack of a place much 
superior to its defence, if, by this assertion, it was in- 
tended to convey a reproach, it should have been con- 
sidered, that such au iirconvcuicncc necessarily resulted 
from the dillereiit nature of the two methods. Cormon- 
tagne, and other modern engineers, have brought the ideas 
of Vauban to perfection, but yet have not been able to 
establish an equilibrium. He v/as the first to perceive 
that a siibleiTaiieous defence could alone counter-balance 
all the advantages of an attack ; and his thoughts upon 
the dis[)OsiLioii and use of coiiiitcr-miniiig have hitherto 
directed all the labours of bis successors. Bcsiiles, the 
neatest conceptions of this celebrated engiiu'cr w^ere al- 
ways curbed and made subservient to that love of man- 
kind which attended every action of his life. The pre- 
servatio?! of was liis first principle j and, at a tiii^e 
whiMi Louis XIV. was engaged in attacking the frontiers 
oi his enemies, and was not yet reduced to the necessity 
ol dt'lendiiig liis own, Vauban was desirous that every 
place be took should hens lilllc detrimental to tin? French 
as it was ]>ossible. 


'riiougli peace was to liim as laborious as the most ac- 
'ivo warhire, he did not coufuie himself to military works 
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, — all the principal branches of the public administration 
came under his notice. In his frequent jouriiics, he en- 
tered minutely into all the details relative to agriculture 
and the population of the country, the industry of its in- 
habitants, the commerce of cities, and the produce and 
effect of every impost. By afterwards uniting the exten- 
sive information which he thus acquired with the many 
ideas of reform and amelioration which it suggested, he 
formed the substance of a work, which lie entitled his 
Idle Hours” It was this excessive love for the public 
welfare which lost him the friendship and favour of his 
master, and which, perhaps, occasioned his death. In a 
memorial presented to the king, in 1707, he was bold 
enough to represent to his sovereign the miserable and 
neglected state of the provinces. The pride of Louis X lY. 
was wounded, and he thought his authority compromised 
by the zeal of the marcchal. Vauban was disgraced, and 
died shortly after, at the age of seventy-four. Never,” 
says Tontenclle, were the features of simple nature more 
distinctly marked tliAn in. this great man. He possessed 
a sound and exte nsive judgment, wliicli, by a sort of sym- 
pathy, attached itself to truth; and rejected what was 
false, without attempting to refute it. His virtue was an 
happy instinct, so prompt and decisive, that it left no lei- 
sure for the exercise of his reason. He dcs|)iscd tlmt ar- 
iificial politeness with which the world is pleased ; but 
his goodness, his humaniry, and his generosity, composed 
a species of politeness infinitely more rare and inestimable, 
as it sprang entirely from liis heart. During the course 
of a long life, he received many iiivours from the king ; 
Imt yet had the glory of dying with only a very moderate^ 
ibrtunc. His morals were not tainted by llui high and 
lucrative posts which he had held. In a word, lie ap- 
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AMERICUS VESPUTIUS. 


Americus Vesputius was descended from an an- 
cient family of Florence. He was born in the year 
1451 ; and his mind had scarcely developed itself^ when 
he displayed a decided inclination for physics and the 
mathematics. To these studies he devoted himself with- 
out reserve. Animated by a spirit of discovery; de- 
sirous of following the steps of Columbus, he procured 
from Ferdinand, King of Spain, four vessels, with which 
he set sail from Cadiz, in 1497- From the shores of 
Paria, he penetrated into the Gulph of Mexico; and, 
too honourable to dispute with Columbus the glory of 
having discovered the West Indies, he pretended that 
he was the first, at least, who had discovered the Con- 
tinent. t • 

Ferdinand granted Vcsputius two other vessels upon bis 
second voyage, which he made towards the Antilles. He 
pursued the course to Guiana; and brought from thence, in 
tiic year 1500, some diamonds, and other valuable gems, 
which he presented to the King, who afterwards treated 
him with much ingratitude. Mortified at such conduct, 
he went to Portugal ; and knowing, for some years past, 
that Emmanuel was anxious of extending his dominion, 
lie flattered himself of obtaining his protection. In this 
respect he was not disappointed. The Lusitanian monarch 
received him with much complacency, and granted him 
what he desired. Vesputius, in the month of May, 1501, 
had run along the whole African coast, and anchored in 
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the straitftfof Angola. From thence be directed his 
course towards America; discovered the Brazils; and, 
touching at the coast of the Patagons, bent his way to . 
the river La Plata. 

In 1509 he undertook another voyage to these pans, 

. with a view of finding, to the westward, a passage to the 
Moluccas; to effect which, he sailed towards the bay of 
All Saints, to the river Curabado; but, being provi- 
sioned only for eight months, and detained by contrary 
winds for a long time upon that coast, he was compelled 
to return to Portugal. He remained there some years ; 
but having embarked upon a new voyage, he died abroad 
in the year 1514, at the age of sixty-three. 

The ingratitude of Frederick towards Columbus was 
not imitated by Emmanuel, who regretted the loss of 
Vesputius ; and was desirous that the planks of his vessel, 
named the Victory, should be suspended in the metro- 
politan church at Lisbon. It is,, however, very extraor- 
dinary, that so vast a continent as the western world, 
should be called after the name of this adventurer, instead 
of that of Columbus. 



LIONARDO DA VINGL 


Lionardo, called da Vinci, from the place of his 
nativity, a -small burgh or castle of Valdamo di SottOf 
was the natural son of one Piezo, a notary of the*Sig7io- 
ria, at Florence. The time of his birth has been dis- 
puted; Dtrrazzini, in his Elogi de gt illmtri Toscani, 
placing it in 1452, and Vasari and other biographers, 
in tire year 1445. Being very early instructed in every 
branch of polite literature, and shewing a particular 
fondness for design, he was put under the tuition of 
Andrea Vcrocchio, at the period when Pietro Perugino, 
studied in the school of that master. 

No artist before his time betrayed such comprehensive 
talents, or so discerning a judgment, to explore the 
depths of every art ir science. He studied nature with 
curious and critical observation, and was peculiarly at- 
tentive to mark the passions of the human mind. To 
strengthen his ideas on that point, he sketched every 
countenance that appeared to have any singularity, and 
attended the processions of criminals carried to execution, 
that he might impress on his memory the various pas- 
sions that he noticed among the crowd, and to trace, 
through the visage of the sufferers, those strong emo- 
tions of mind which became apparent in every feature^ 
from the near approach of a sudden and violent death.- 

- i 

In the year 1494, while at Milan, under the patronage 
. \>f the Duke Lodovico Sforza, he painted his .incompa- 
rable picture of The Last Supper; of the merits of which 
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LIONARDO DA VINCI. [italy. 
Rubens delivered the following opinion in a Latin ma- 
nuscript, which, in part, has been translated by De 
Piles : — Nothing,” observes that artist, escaped Li- 
onardo that related to the expression of his subject; and, 
by the warmth of his imagination, as well as the solidity 
of his judgment^ he raised divine things by human, 
and understood how to give men those different degrees 
that elevate them to the character of heroes. The best 
of the examples that Lionardo has left us is The Last 
Supper, in which he has represented the apostles in 
places suitable to them, but our Saviour is in the midst 
of all, in the most honourable, having no figure near 
enough to press or incommode him. In short, by his 
profound speculations, he arrived to such a degree of 
perfection, that it is impossible to speak as highly of him 
as he deserves, and much more impossible to imitate 
him.” Mr. Cochin, however, an ingenious traveller, 
who saw this celebrated picture at Milan, in 1757, after 
describing the beauty of the design, the fine air of the 
heads, and the noble cast of the diaperies, observes, that 
it possesses a very singular impropriety, which is, that 
the hand of St. John has six fingers. 

The life of Lionardo may be divided into four periods. 
The first of which is, that of his youth when he lived at 
Florence. — ^The second, that which he spent at Milan in 
the service of Lodovico 3forza, where he stayed till 
1499* — ^The third period dates from the return of Lionardo 
to Florence, after the fall of Francesco Sforza : — and the ^ 
fourth period of that great man’s life terminates likewise 
the career of his art. From Florence (having met, in 
young Bonaruoti, with a rival), at the invitation of 
Francis the First, he passed into France, where he died . 
in the^arms of that monarch, in 1519. 



VeSTEIlMAN!.^ 


Fa*'ib(Aa7at>iiBoii(imti,titt )th« fter l644i 

vras a pojc&gaittpaint^^; .<hHfe ititic to tHetioniniSaahtlBTciv 
wU|iiwbQm^ 1 »- 4 t 04 ied.' 8 fft 4 iM!lJ>le^.tbiit'h«>is ioddbted tor 

fv.,'; ■: ??' v . n?>rrt*5UiV>n k ;.:■ ■.■'■v«.-vf’> vf- 

Th^iigb the eivifdsa«4h?^^ grouty' 

his vaexty swast,stift.gr)ca]t<?r ;[emd,rinate»d o£ pnrsning.hia 
profi^sipPp rbf he migiit hAveh^^cM) ia 
io aiflStteiicep .heit;^aste4 fair time- luid lus fortune by :as?« 
suiping tbiei^[irpeaTaiiee;pf a man of rank^ During his re«^ 
sidence .in. France^t he hired a costly mansiouil kept a 
number , of i. domestics, in rich liiiEerieSp frequented the 
houses and. assemblies of the greatp. and dissipated his pan^ 
trimony in maiiy osten^tioiM follies- Redueedp atdengtbpi 
by his prodigality and indiscretion^ he turned his attention 
to England, indulging great hopes of encouragement from 
the known liberality of the natives of .that;kingdom ta* 
wards those who distinguish themselves in-any art .or 
science, and his reception answered his warmest expec- 
tations. He was soon introduced to Charles II. and em- 
ployed by many of the principal nobility. The View of 
Windsor, in the royal collection, and for which he was 
but indifferently paid, is the most remarkable picture of 
*'his painting while he remained here. Accustomed to an 
expensive mode of living, his earnings were inadequate 
to answer his demands, and he was thrown into prison, 
from whence he was released by the benevolent zeal of 
'^fome English artists. 



VOSTERICAN. [ouMANYt 
Having legwned his Bbertjr, Vostemun accompanied 
Sir William Soame^ who was sent by James II. on a 
mimion to the Ottoman Conr^ inwnding, as he uavdied 

tfed in the voyage, the noble scheme of Voeteanan was 

wimtagfrMrii^lirvA Jsomlo o* BwonjI flaw bad » i^ 

nnd^iAHiMM* Jn hi* vieysiaf 
ttppesehta a^a<ge>e4tmt of,co«njt|s, 

Hinlsn^oir 

^«jhi*ie*ehi M^rfind> flpwliir 

.am *»jJhf«»l:and,pi;Bpi,»iflp»Lflft 

■ahl3fi*y*lwlri,ars,WllK«tt»Mh,-..no, 



VERNET. 


The French School of Painting waif verging towards 
its decline^ when an oi'tist, full of vigour and animation, 
seconded by originality of genius, contended agdinst the 
vicious taste which tlien prevailed; enjoying, at the 
same time, a degree of reputation which posterity has 
fully confirmed. This was Joseph Vernet, one of the 
greatest painters of France. 

He was born at Avignon, in the yejir 1714, His father 
taught him, very early, the first elements of painting. 
At the age of eighteen, Vernet set out for Rome, where 
his talents were, at first, but ill recompensed ; but, as 
he encreased in circumstances, he gratified bis taste for 
travel. Endowed withi a penetrating mind, he owed to 
the study of nature a large stock of ideas and innumerable 
pleasing recollections. In the end, the sight of a storm 
decided his choice in the particular style of painting to 
which he devoted himself. In a few years, his land- 
scapes, and, especially, his sea-pieces, made his name 
known throughout Europe. Having employed himself, 
in his early years, upon historical painting, he had 
the art of placing in his compositions, figures per- 
fectly well designed, and grouped with considerable 
"judgment, which almost always form the most interest- 
ing episodes. He has depictured, with infinite success, 
the motion of water, and the velocity of clouds ; and if 
he be less delicate and correct than Claude Lorrain in 
his landscapes, he is infinitely more poetical and ani- 

91 • 



VERNET. [FRANCE, 

mated than that great master in his sea-pieces. After. . 
passing twenty years in Italy, and filling it with his chef ^ 
d’oeuvres, he was recalled into France, by an order of 
the court, in his thirty-eighth year. He was immediately 
received into the academy, and undertook, at the in- 
stance of government, that admirable collection of ma- 
rine views of the ports of France, which, unfortunately, 
he was not able to complete. Few artists have left be- 
hind them a greater number of works. There is scarcely 
a cabinet in Europe that does not possess some of his 
pictures j and almost all the productions of this artist 
are held in the highest esteem. 

The personal qualities of Vernet, and his social vir- 
tues, were superior to the influence of fortune, or of ho- 
nours. Admitted into the presence of royalty, and 
courted by the great, he constantly preserved his affabi-* 
lity, and was ever modest and unassuming, If he in- 
dulged in luxury, it was less through ostentation than tq 
attract around him a body of iiitelligent men, whose 
society was his principal recreation. In short, Vernet 
passed through life deservedly happy ; he was respected 
even by those who were envious of bis talents; and it 
may be said, that he terminated his career without having 
perceived any sensible diminution of his powers. He 
died, after a short illness, in the year 1789; at the age 
of seventy-five. 



THE DEATH OF CATO. 


BOVCHBR. 


After the battle of Pharsalia, Cato^ who had sup- 
ported Pompey against Csesar, whose designs he consider- 
ed dangetous to the Soman liber^, retired to Africa, 
thinking that Pompey had fled thither. He and his 
troops endured great hardships in their march across the 
desarts, and at last joined Scipio at Utica, with whom he 
had some difference about the mode of carrying on the 
war. Cato also gave offence to that general, by sparing 
those inhabitants of Utica who were attached to Csesar. 
When that conqueror, whom he had so long opposed, 
came before the place, and all hopes of a successful re- 
sistance to his arms were vanished, Cato retired to his 
chamber, and, after reading Plato’s dialogue on the Im- 
mortality of the Soul, fell upon his sword and expired, 
B. C. 45. 

Such is the subject of the present picture. 

The composition is well designed, and the characters 
of the personages ably delineated. The expression of 
' Cato, depictures a man of the most determined inflexibi- 
lity. He repels the attention of his physician with vio- 
lence, but with a composed mind. The entreaties of his 
friends appear fruitless. Could any consideration attach 
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THE DEATH OF CATO- 

him to life, he would h^ve yielded to the prayers of his 
son ; but he had sworn not to survive the liberties of 
Rome. 

This picture ezhiinti jthe^if^W^of M. Boucher in a 
very favourable lights He has since produced several 
works which havd*Qi^( wijl^ cppsi^^il^^le applause. 



BEUSAEIUS. 


BAyip. 


Beli SARI who \\^(l sp frequently lecl to victory the 
tropps of the Emperor Ju$|;inian — who concluded an 
honourable. pesu;e with Cub^des — took Curthago-^defeat- 
e.d the V andals — returned confqaeror to Constantinople, and 
nuinh^red among bis pri 9 pi;i,ers a rebellious prince, whom 
he caused ^o increase hia trlpfnph-^this very ]3elisarius, 
who, after having ^uqce^^ively steered his fleet to the 
coast of Sicily, Uikeii possession of Catanea, Syracuse, Pa- 
lermo, and Naples-— opposed the successor of Theodates— 
refused the crown oflered by the vanquished to the victor 
—fought Chosrbcs king of Persia, whom he put to flight 
— fled to the succour of Rome, besieged by Totila the 
Gothic king, and preserved the city from destruction: the 
saviour, in short, of t!ie empire, whose name and aebieve- 
mciils the people of Constantinople venerated and extolled : 
— ^This hero, wortliy of a better fate, fell a victim to the 
jealousy of the great, or rather to the weakness of a mis- 
trustful and cruel emperor. Reduced to the most deplorable 
condition, deprived of his sight, he presents, in the picture 
before us, where in that miserable state he is recognized 
by a Roman soldier who had served under his banners, a 
sad example of the inconstancy of fortune, and of the 
ingratitude of mankind. 

Historians by no means agree as to the last epoch of 
the life of Belisarius ; but after this manner it was offered 



BELISARIUS. ' 

to the pencil of the artist, and; M. David has oh.Hted 
nothing that could give tenderness to the scene. It is, ' 
however, to be remarked, that we are still in possession of 
the m^|{vp^sti^aq(«j:epipfspj%g|;^ the 

emperor receiving Belisarius, conqueror of the Goths, 
and on the reverse, the Belisarius, with these 

words, Belisarivs Romanorum. What a contrast 

do these exhibit to those circumstances which tradition 

displayed from the wallf,ir$|[h^pf;}s^^ 

of those that passed — Date oholum Beluario ! This in- 

VF‘Pi!f)°R 

■)o) V :: if' 

This celebrated work was executed at Rome, 
hibited at Paris in the year 1789. The etching is not 
^fefij8ic}iHr(P,^:bs^,%i?(i,5h?j5^!ifving hy 
Morel, in which the authi^ 

the direction of the painter. The figures of the picture 
(Vnpftheina.t|iri|l v 



THE SURRENDER OF CIMON. 


OKVOS6X. 


MiitiadeS) after having preserved the liberty of 
Greece, at Marathon, where, under his command, 10,000 
Greeks defeated the innumerable army of the Persians, 
was ordered to pursue the advantages of this victory, 
and to possess himself of the islands that bad given 
assistance to the enemy. Many of them surrendered to 
his arms, and he was on the point of taking possession 
of the island of Paros, when, being falsely informed of 
the arrival of the Persian fleet, he thought it prudent to 
abandon the enterprize, and to return to Athens. In 
this expedition he had been wounded; and, upon his 
arrival, could not publicly appear. His traducers, avail- 
ing themselves of (his circumstance, accused him of 
having betrayed the common, cause, and sold himself to 
the enemy. Notwithstanding the impossibility of, fur- 
nishing any proof of the crime, the people, by an act 
of the most atrocious injustice, condemned him to the 
punishment reserved for tlie greatest criminals. The 
friends of Miltiadcs exerted all their influence to soften 
the rigour of the sentence, and caused it to be com- 
muted for a fine of fifty talents, which the Athenian 
hero was wholly incapable of paying. As debtor to the 
state, he was thrown into prison, where he died, a little 
time after, of the eflfect of his wounds. By a law of the 
.republic, the remains of any person dying insolvent were 
to be deprived interment; but Miltiades left behind 



THE SURRENDER OF CIMON. 
him a son, worthy of his fame. Cimon, who 
come so famous by. his yictpries oyer ,the Persians^ 
requested permission of the magistrates, to resume his 
father’s place in prison,' in order to be enabled to com- 
mit his body to the earth. This tender trait of filial 
affection appears to have made no impression on the 
Athenians; for Cttnon, after languishing for sometime 
in fetters, only recovered his liberty by the marriage of 
his sister Elpfaenea, to Callias, who paid the fifty talents 
due from Miltiadesv It is likewise to be remarked, that 
Cimon, like his father, was the victim of the ingratitude 
of his fellow-citizens, who banished him from Athens, 
notwithstanding the essential services he had rendered 
them. 

The picture of M. Devosge is skilfully composed.— 
Cimon presents himself in the prison where his father 
lay, at the moment when the two suretieii are conveying 
the body- hence. The jailor ‘loads the son with the 
chains that environed bis father^s corse. ''Elphenea leans 
upon her brother, and falls into tears at the sight of the 
fetters with which he is invested. In the back ground^ 
a servant holds a laurel crown, which recalls to mind the 
glory of Miltiades. 

This picture is no less admirable for the happy choice 
of the subject, than for its execution. The attitudes are 
limpid, and the drawings dignified and correct. It is, 
however, to be regretted, that the general effect displays 
more energy than vigour. The figures are of the natural 
size. 






MARIUS. 


DROUAIS. 


Caius Marius was born of an obscure family, in 
the territory of Arpinum. In his youth he followed 
<*igriculture ; but the desire of rendering himself distin- 
guished, made him embrace the profession of arms. It 
is asserted, that Scipio Africanus, under whom he at 
first served, discovered his talents, and predicted his 
future elevation. Marius advanced in regular gradation 
to the consulate. The defeat of Jugurtha, King of Nu- 
midia, was his first exploit. A little time after, an im- 
mense horde of northern warriors, known by the names 
of Ambrones and Teutone^ overran Gaul, and threat- 
ened Italy. Seconded by his colleague, Catulus, Marius 
repulsed these barbr/ians * on the plains of Provence. 
The following year, he destroyed an army of Cimbrians, 
that advanced to avenge the slaughter of the Ten tones. 
The senate, perceiving the ascendancy that Marius assumed 
over the public mind, opposed to him Sylla, who was of 
the Equestrian order, and his most formidable adversary. 
Sylla, at the head of those troops, who, under his com- 
mand, had conquered Mithridates, possessed himself of 
the city of Rome, and of the supreme power. Marius, 
compelled to yield to his superiority, concealed himself 
in the marshes of Minturnm, in Campania. Being dis- 
covered in his retreat, and thrown into prison, his digni- 
fied demeanour so much imposed on a Cimbrian captive, 
*sent to destroy him, that he ran away, exclaiming — I 



MARIUS. 

can never put Marins to death.” This event is the si^ 
ject of the picture before us. 

Having obtained permission to go into Africa, Marius 
landed near the spot where Carthage formerly stood. It 
was then that he sent this memorable message to the 
proconsul : — ** Oe, and t^ Snlpicius, that you have seen 
Marius seated upon the ruins of Carthage.” Cinna, his 
piirtizui, procured him the means of returning, with an 
army, to Rome ; and, by the orders of a ferocious conr 
qneror, the city was deluged by the blood of its inha* 
bitants. Marius exercised, for the seventh time, the 
consular authority, when the intemperance into which 
he plunged, to overpower his remorse, led him to the 
tomb in the 86th year B. C. 

The picture of Marius is one of those capital produc* 
tions alone sufficient to place a painter upon- a level with 
the greatest Blasters. Tbe*drawing is perfectly correct, 
apd the head pf Marios, for which Drouais consulted the 
antique medals, unites, to an elevated character, 4he most 
energetic expression. In point of execution the work 
is perfect. 



THE DREAM OF ORESTES. 


PLBOHT. 


Oekstbs is one of the most celebrated personages of 
the heroic times. The events of his life have given birth 
to various traditions that often contradict each other. 
In some countries of Greece there existed one that repre- 
sented. this prince as a giant of the height of more than 
seven feet. All these &bles have acquired considerable 
interest, from the misfortunes which Orestes experienced 
after the murder of his mother. 

Orestes, secreted from the fury of the assassins of 
Agamemnon, swore to avenge his father's death ; and, as 
soon as he conceived himself capable of accomplishing his 
design, he returned sOCredy to Mycenm, where he killed 
his mother, Clytemnestra, and iEgisthns, in the temple of 
Apollo. From that moment the furies pursued him, and 
he attempted by various means, but in vain, to escape the 
torments which they caused him to endure. He at first 
presented himself before the Areopagites of Athens. The 
voices of the judges being equally divided, Minerva her- 
self voted in his favour. .Orestes did not, however, cease 
to become the prey of the furies. Traezene was a cele- 
brated place for expiations->there he travelled, but no 
Trsezenian would receive him in bis house. The ma- 
gistrates, at length, softened by bis misfortunes, gave him, 
by a decree, absolution of his crime. They performed 
the ceremonies of expiation; and Fansanias pretends, 
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> flis J»:R£AH OF ORATES, 
that in his time the Wml eras esistihg, which it is said rose 
from the place where the water of Hipjpocfeoe descended, v 
which they made use of to purify Orestes. They likewise 
^ pre8e^4l%Diaeii^Hl^‘]MddVtf^ believed 

that the judges were seated to pronounce judgment. 
This expiation did not deliveeO*eetes from the rage of the 
furies ; and, upod-the iiuth of an oracle, he went to the 
Chersonesus to carry away the statue of Diaua. It was 
.th«li‘'^ilmairaettpowiheipeiat«|^|iii%i^iirifi his 

•iitif lijbigehii) viho>r<ba«ingitttoipMdi|m< Mdedihim 
l(fitee4lMi*thi»i[||ig^ add hmfidtKtaMdyhptvadous 
itttMHi,*dmiieoifMsdofdhe^fimieaHritedaetoIEbiS'ex'pedition 
paft ad’eltd to theiaoftringaWOrditeti^'Jfor the^^ea^ at 
' tBei^MiyeH'Of Minervaj ceaaeAid/tMVRiifehimii 'R jsse- 
kh^j'tbat to stMW fais<gtatitiidw>he)gmrt»to^^ 
fernal divinities the name of the EilaiMsA^<thae ssftoaey; 
hen^ieent—* name, which in reality has no relation with 
tHeii^'iirinhmyV'^hd!hH::%^'ah>indinotm^^ ^t^6i)eeks 
beiiilf'titftriflmg W ad^ that 1b« ‘ pMMhinMtt of ;ithe 
^hy*ted^<tw^dhd>goodtd’^'«aaetp.) (ijirjert r.u .i-. ,> 

' hid^'t^OMstf, 'ftd.tlwsahi^ef; hW>li^^ 

mdUeni in tdbiehiOfettei^iwhileiadeei^^li^ m a 
idfeiun thh i^pmitklMii^iii'hnAm|iheari^ ipdMfiHiiosQm 
the“A^gmr with ‘Wh^h' henMURietad theHlktaliWoimd. 

Cue <if the Aides rhIeis Ae viifl gf?01yN|hiiHfrai, enether 
Ipnilcfeits toOmwes thepmmnedcup^aidtthevidliidmmron^ 
him idthliieiriimpeofe.'' -• - ■ ;v;y : 

This fnetoml of which die figures ^are of the Batumi v 
whs exhihhhdifli liOfi.' It h ntf Blliiiy.fW|iBte^ and 
idfblUodeMct; 



Hippocrates was born about the year 460 R. C. in 
the island of Coos, which is ittdebted to him for its cele- 
brity ; and where, to this day, are venerated the ruins of a 
house which is conceived by the inhabitants to be that of 
this celebrated physician. His ancestors had practised 
physic with much success, and distinguished themselves 
no less by their virtues than their knowledge. Hippo- 
cratesi worthy of following such examples, conceived io 
high nn idea of his profession, that he would not exerew 
it until he had made himself master of its theory, and 
had studied dll the sciences that could in any manner in- 
struct him in an art which, ignorance had rendered fre- 
quently fatal. At tha\ time surgery and pharmacy were 
not divided : but it appears, that the person who under- 
took to assist in these sciences combined, had been ex- 
posed to the sarcasms of the incredulous. Of this 

Hippocrates very jusdy*.eomplained. If he committed 
some errors, which be candidly confesses in his works, he 
rendered such eminent services to humanity, that he 
should ever be held iu public tenemtion. The Greeks, 
therefore, loaded him with honours almost divine. The 
^ Athenians, long afflicted with a pestilence, which seemed 
to defy all human skill, j^ed to him tbeir deliverance, 
and gave him the most diking proof of their gratitujfe. 
He displayed, on all occasions, a temperate philosophy 
and consummate skill. The inhabitants of Abdera, judging 
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the continual laughter of Democritus an evidence of his 
folly, called in Hippocrates to elFcct his cure. He had^ 
no sooner been intrpduced into the presence of this phi- 
losopher, than he wa|;,^c^vince<t*of the error of the Ab- 
derites, and gave them to understand that they were 
infinitely more deranged than Democritus. Hippocrates 
died at Larissa, iiM'hessaly, at the age of ninety-nine. 

The trait which reflects the greatest honour on the me- 
mory of Hippocrates, is that which furnished M. Girodet 
with the subject of his picture. A destructive pestilence 
devastating Persia, some envoys from the court of the 
Persian monarch supplicated Hippocrates to transport 
himself into their country, to put an end to so great a 
calamity; but perceiving, by the direction of the wind, 
that Greece would most probably he afflicted with. the 
same scourge, notwithstanding the presents and distinc- 
tions that were offered to him by Artaxerxes, he refused 
to devote his talents to the benefit of the enemies of hLs 
country. 

c 

The picture of M. Girodet is one of the. finest of the 
modern school. The variety — the truth of expressions — 
the propriety of the costume — the fine arrangement oif 
the draperies — and the skilfdl disposition of the groups, 
merit the highest praise. Nor is this chef d^a^uvre less 
admirable in point of colouring, tiiah in eorreetucss of 
design. 



HERCULES AND DEJANIRA. 


GUIDO. 


This picture, painted by Guido, is one of the four, 
executed by this artist, to display the labours of Her- 
cules. The Centaur Nessus, son of Ixion and Nua, is 
represented coming to offer his services to Hercules to 
transport across the river Evena, Dejanira, the daughter 
of MneuSf King of Etolia, of which Hercules avails him- 
self, to bear away the Princess. Her lover penetrates 
the design of the ravishcr, and lances at him a poisoned 
arrow from the opposite shore. 

The rape of Dejanira is one of the finest pictures of 
Guido, and exhibits all tliat good taste in drawing, cor- 
rect expression, and leasy 'and mellow pencil for which 
be is distinguished. 



PROMETHEUS AND THE VULTURE. 


«UIDO CAGNACCI. 


Promrtheus isoQcof the personages of whom my- 
tliology has related the most surprising adventures ; — 
which have almost all an allegorical sense. His reputed 
father was Japetus, and his mother^ Asia, Climene, or 
Themis. He formed a man of clay ; and to animate his 
work, had the temerity to steal tlie celestial fire. Ju- 
piter, irritated, sent him a wife by Vulcan, and endowed' 
her with every perfection* This was the celebrated 
Pandora, whose box contained the evils that were to 
afflict the world. Prometheus surpassing in prudence 
his brother Epimetheus, escaped from the allurements of 
Pandora. Jupiter caused him to be chained by Mercury 
to a rock, and sent a Vulture, born of Typhon and Echid- 
na, to feed eternally upon his bowels. This cntcl pu- 
nishment had at length an end. Some assert that it was 
in consequence of the services he had rendered Jupiter, 
by dissuading from a marriage with Thetis, whose son 
would have detroned him. Others ascribe the deliverance 
of Prometheus to Hercules, placing it among his ex- 
ploits. Many monuments are extant, upon which this 
hero is observed lancing his arroivs at the Vulture. 

The punishment of Prometheus is a subject upon which 
an artist may exhibit his talents, as a profound designe^ 

, and ingenious colourist : it is not surprising, therefore, 
that it has been frequently treated. The figure of this 



PROMETHEUS AND THE VULTURE, 

picture has much expression, and is grouped with the 
Vulture in a picturesque style, but its features are want* 
ing in dignity and correctness. In attempting to give it 
a full colour, the painter has fallen iuto an error of 
making bis back ground too dark, and given the fleshy 
tones a yellow appearance, disagreeable to the eye.— 
This picture was placed, for some time, in one of the 
apartments of St. Cloud- Its proportion is of the natural 
size. 



THE FLIGHT OF HELEN. 


GUIDO. 


Tins picture has all the appearance of a scenic repre- 
sentation, although it is not easy to recognize, in the 
figure of Paris, the Phrygian, destined to decide upon 
the charms of the rival goddesses, and the great favourite 
of Venus. Helen recalls much less to our remembrance 
that celebrated beauty, who caused so many calamities, 
and, in the end, the ruin of Troy. 

It is very rarely that beings, purely allegorical, accord 
with historical personages ; for which reason, Love, who 
seems, on the fore-ground of the picture, to felicitate 
himself on his triumph, produces a degree of confusion 
inimical to good taste.^ With still less propriety are the 
negro and the dog introduced. 

Although this composition be defective in many re- 
spects, it possesses, in its details, considerable beauties. 
The talent of Guido is visible, in a particular manner, in 
the figure of the attendant of Helen, the tournure of 
whose bead is truly charming. 

A silvery tone of colouring, though somewhat weak, 
and great harmony of effect, constitute the principal 
merit of this production; which, in point of character 
^nd design, has nothing striking. The back-ground is 



THE FLIGHT OF 


hWkn. 


highly attractive, and painted witlygreat delicacy of , 
colouring. 


The figures of this picture, which formed a part of 
the collection of the Duke de Penthievre, are* of the 
natural size. This composition is now in the Museum of 
the Louvre. 





THE BATH OF VIRGINIA. 


..'iSiAKDOHbi- 


noy^ qf ^fti^jn^Virginlai by B w i uM J i n- de. Saint PlwllM.'} 

.■ •»•? .')Jli ilKi.t'' Hi*-/;*’* <r .*''ii<^ -r'li- *».) '»-• IJS'Mi? 

tfaewUbdt 

speaki^pfi^ jnpdiRr qfriVbgbqa Aodrof dukt of EqoVi 
hq sayis " ffiPtMil firimlriiiF daily*! ineieased' «t ’ tho< ' 

sight qfjdiew.cbildiRBi dw of iba attaohifaeiit 

unfor^onatp,^< Tbigiiteqk delif^ m,fliiagiBg.themitt«^ 
same. ap4 poking tbeu^'to restiB dte^aqine eradlo/* ' 

1 :■■ ■ i •[■> - •.■ . •• > :-n^- ijii ’’ ‘ 

picture, the fignres of whicbiato^of 'dih sattnral ' 
size,.vaq exbihited at«fthe XoaTic.^ife;thhiyear-iiine^ ahd ' 
obtwoed a prize of the second class. 





VffUMtu pmMf 










THE LION OF FLORENCE. 


MOKSIAU. 


Towards the end of the seventeenth century, a Lion 
escaped from the menagerie of the Grand Duke, and ran 
through the streets of Florence, spreading every where 
the utmost terror and dismay. A woman, flying from 
his fury, with her infant in her arms, dropt it in her 
fright, — when it was immediately seized upon by the Lion. 
Frantic at the disaster, she threw herself on her knees 
before the animal, and implored, with all the energy and 
expression of a mother in despair, the life of her child. 
The Lion stopped — ^fixed his eyes upon her — placed the 
infant upon the ground, without having done it the 
smallest injury, and departed. Such is the pathetic trait 
chosen, by M. Monsiau, for the subject of his picture, 
which attracted, during its exhibition, peculiar notice, 
no less from the talent exhibited by the artist, than the 
ihterest^ it conveys. 




ASPASIA IN THE COMPANY OF THE 
ATHENIANS, 


MONSIAU. 


Two courtezans have rendered the name of Aspasia 
illustrious in Greece. — One was the mistress of the 
younger Cyrus, who became, after the defeat of that 
prince, the favourite of Artaxerxes Mnemon. This 'per- 
sonage, it is said, possessed her thirty-seven years, and 
then surrendered her to his son Darius, who was smitten 
with her charms. Such, however, was the ascendancy 
of her beauty, that Artaxerxes repented of the separation^ 
and took her from his rival, in order to make her a 
priestess of the sun. We must be careful, however, not 
to confound this Aspasia,. called originally Milto, with 
the celebrated loniad, who seduced the Athenians, no 
less by the strength and purity of her mind, the extent 
of her acquirements, and the charms of her eloquence, 
than by her beauty and her grace. This Aspasia (the 
subject of the presentpicture) who was bom at Miletium, 
is connected with the political history of Greece, in con- 
aqquence of the induence she displayed over Pericles, 
who quitted his former wife to marry her. She induced 
this prince to undertake several wars contrary to the in- 
terest of the Athenians. But it does not appear that 
.she excited their resentment; for upon the death of 
Pericles, she had sufficient authority to raise an obscure 
to whose fortunes she did not disdain to attach 
herMlf, to the first offices of the republic. The eulogiums 



ASPASIA AND THE ATHENIANS. 

of philosophers contributed to extend the reputation of 
Aspasia^ which was advanced, in a particular manner, by 
the applause of Socrates. Her society was courted by 
persons of the first distid^M^;'^!^ it is not unreasonable 
to suppose that so skilful a politician as Pericles, was 
highly gratified at possessing, in this seducing woman, 
the means of captivating^ the liiost learned andlllustrious 
characters in Athens. 

M/Mbiifsiau firali represented Aspasia seated amid the 
greatest men of the age. Pericles is observed lean- 
ing upon her chair, while she disputes with A degree 
of energy that interests her auditors. Socrates is oppo- 
site to her, and turns round to address himself to Al- 
oibiades; beside him, is the noted warrior and histo- 
rian, Xenophon. The personage wreathed with laurel is 
Parrhasius, the famous painter. Sophocles and Edri- 
pides, the great ornaments of the Gre^k dratna And 
Phidris, the most perfect sculptor of antiquity^, ' are 
among the characters, placed by the artist, in this com- . 
position. Plato, and the orator Isocrates, are likewise 
introduced, which presents an anachronism, hi some 
sort pardonable, it being the object of the painter to ex- 
hibit Aspasia surrounded by all those who were pleased 
to pay Homage to her charms. 

■ i 

This pietnre, the figures of which aie about two fe^t 
high, is composed with much judgment andefiecU. 



The history of CEdipiu is an in»hatis(iUhu|i9DrQe;0C te*- 
terestiug subjects for poets an4;for artists^ The jupo^Wtaiy 
crimes of this unfortunate kbg of I3mbe% Ajs perseeutiona 
caused by his son^and the fiUal affectipnof his daughtCE^^, 
tigone, have conspired to render him the hero of ^ infinite 
number of tragic scenes. It in in Sophocles, Homer,, and, 
Pausanias, that we are fimddied.with particulars of- the 
life of this wretched monarch. According to the latter, 
he was exposed on Mount Cithssron.by his father l 4 Biu% ta 
whom the oracle had aanonnced that he was to perish by. 
the hand of his son,, abd that that son would many his 
mother, Jocasta. Discovered on the.banks of tbeCithseron 
by a shepherd, who qanied him to the court of Ccwinth, 
(Edipus there passed for the son of the king, who adopted 
him. But an oracle declaring that be would one day be- 
come a parricide, and guilty of incest, he departed from 
those whom be considered his psrents, and in his travels- 
meeting with Laius, they quarrelled, and Lains wu ldllj^,. 
Some time after he went to Thebes, explained Ae 
jofithe sphinx, and married jocasta. A few days i^r this 
unhappy union, Jocasta, recoguising the fisatntes of her 
son in those of her husband, put herself to death, and ' 
CEdipus remained in possession of the ihtonb of. Thebes. 
Some time afterwards he maedid li^rigan^ by whom 
■ he had four children, and finished bis nuserahle life in 
his own country. 
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T^ compMitiwi, which wtt exhibited in 1806, is dig* 
aUte<|p |i|lsipk|fand a£fectiag. ^e. attitudes of QSdipns 
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THE EDUCATION OF BA^^. 


POUSSIN. 

0 


Mttholooists have cited ioaumerable personages to 
whom the education of Bacchus was entrusted : accord- 
ing to some writers, the Fauns and the Dryads super- 
intended the early yam af that divinity. This is the 
opinion adopted by Ponsia. 

The infant Bacchas, supported by a satyr, seizes with 
much avidity a cup into which another satyr presses, 
the juice of ti bunch of grapes. Adjoining this group is 
a nymph, partly covered, holding a Thyrsis. In the front, 
a nymph and a child naked arc observed sleeping; a 
third infant is playing with a goat ; while two others, 
upon an elevation at some distance, are seen embracing 
each other. 

This tasteful composition, of a pleasing simplicity, is in 
the first manner of Poussin, called by Sir Joshua Reynolds 
his dry manner — which characterizes all his best per- 
f(\nnance8. At this period Poussin attached himself less 
to the charms of colouring apd chiaro-scuro, than to ex- 
pression and design. In the latter part of his life he 
changed from this dry manner to one much softer and 
richer, where there is a greater union between the figures 
and the ground, as in the Seven Sacraments; but neither 
these, nor any of his other pictures in this manner, are at 



THE EDUCATION OF BACCHUS, 
all comparable to many in his dry style which wc have 
in England. 

- • , \ . .. 

Poussin, in a%lter to M. dc Cham'brai, observes, there 

arc nine things in painting, which, though impossible to 
teach, are essential to tliat art. The first consideration of 
a painter should be disposition, then ornament, agreement 
of parts, beauty, taste, spirit, costume, attention to nature, 
and ju^dgment above all. These nine points embrace 
inany;things worthy of description from the pens of the 
most intelligent writers. The subject should be dignified, 
yet receive no quality from the p#Bon who treats it; and, 
to afford an opportunity to ,th#'|Mflliter to shew his talents, 
it must be capable of receiving the most admirable form.” 



ST. JOHN BAPTIZING ON THE BANKS OF 
THE RIVER JORDAN. 

POUSSIN. t 


In the year 9Q, of Jesus Christ, St. John began to 
preach repentance on the border of the river Jordan, and 
baptized all who came thither. The picture represents him 
surrounded by numerous Neophytes, of every age and 
sex, who hastened from all parts to receive baptism. 

The painter has given, to this fine composition, an 
air of gravity, and that mute solemnity suited to the sub- 
ject. The attitudes are simple and natural — the figures 
grouped without affectation. A sentiment of candour 
and resignation seems to .animate the new disciples of 
the precursor of the Messiah. 

More attentive to the general effect of the picture, and 
the expression of its personages, than to the delicacy of 
its details, the latter have been even neglected they 
are however executed upon a grand scale, and the style 

of the landscape is exceedingly good. 

* • 

Tliis picture, painted upon canvas, is about two feet 
eleven inches high, by three feet eleven inches wide. It 
was painted by Poussin, for the Chevalier del Pozzo, who 
was then greatly distinguished at the court of Rome, not 
only by his influence with the Cardinal Barberino, but 
still more so by his literary acquirements, his love for the 



ST. JOHN BAPTIZING. 

fine arts, and his zeal to promote the interests of men of 
talents. Poussin was one of those whom he most bene- 
fitted. He employed all his means to bring him into no- 
tice, and to obtain for him engagements of the most im- 
portant kind. 

In gratitude for tkese good offices, and in testimony of 
his aflection for his protector, Poussin was always ready to 
undertake whatever would afford him pleasure; and to exe- 
cute, in preference to any other person, the pictures he 
desired, upon which he bestowed particular care. This is 
remarkable in the pictures of the seven sacraments, 
treated with so much dignity and expression, that M. de 
Chanteloii was solicitous of having a similar set. 

Although the picture of St. John baptizing in the De- 
sert was painted for the Chevalier del Pozzo, it forms 
no part of the Seven Sacraments, done expressly by 
Poussin for that amateur. At his death it passed into the 
cabinet of M. Le Notre, and from thence into the collec- 
tion of Louis the Sixteenth. i 



THE DEATH OF SAPPHIRA. 


POUSSIN. 


The subject of this picture will be found in the fifth 
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. A certain mani 
named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a posses- 
sion, and kept back part of the price, his wife also be- 
ing privy to it, and brought a certain part and laid it at 
the apostle’s feet. But Peter said, Ananias, why hath 
satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to 
keep back part of the price of the land i Whiles it re- 
mained was it not thine own i and after it was sold was 
it not in thine own power ? Why hast thou conceived 
this thing in thine heart ? Thou hast not lied unto man, 
but unto God. And Ananias, hearing these words, fell 
down and gave up the ghost ; and great fear came on all 
them that heard these things. And the young men arose, 
wound him up, and carried him out and buried him. 
And it was about the space of three hours after, when 
his wife, not knowing what was done, came in, and Peter 
answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for 
somueh*? and she said. Yea, for so much. Then Peter 
said unto her. How is it that ye have agreed together to 
tempt the Spirit of the Lord ? Behold the feet of them 
which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall 
carry thee out. Then fell she down straightway at his 
feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came 
, in and found her dead, and carrying her forth, buried 
her by her husband/’ 



TllK DEATH OF SAPPHIRA. 

I'he instant chosen by Poussin is the Death of Sap- 
phira, and nothing rccals that of Ananias. 

This picture is not one of the most celebrated of this 
admirable painter. Felibicn, and other writers, merely 
mention it, although it possesses some striking beauties. 
All the expressions lyivc much dignity, energy, and truth ; 
the draperies are well adjusted ; and the architecture, in 
the back ground, is of a richness and purity of taste, 
which Poussin has not carried to a higher degree in his 
other production's. The general arrangement of this 
picture, the skilful dispdsition of the figures, and their 
attitudes, at once simple and diversified, Ctinnot be too 
much studied. The attitude of the apostle, behind St. 
Peter, is, however liable to censure, his elevated hands 
presenting only a common intention, and- useless to the 
ehmidation of the subject. The woman bearing away the 
aflrighted child is one of the finest figures of Poussin, 
although not superior to that of Sapphira, which is 
drawn with an elegance and fidelity apparent to the 
least discerning. It must be acknowledged, that, in 
wishing to give this figure the livid colour of death, the 
artist has incautiously given it the appearance of stone, 
which, in some measure, justifies the opinion of those 
who have reproached this distinguished painter with too 
much neglecting nature for the study of the antique, and 
to such a point as often to introduce in his works, the re- 
semblance of several Grecian statues. * 

The general tone of this picture is harmonious without 
being brilliant ; the light is equally dispersed, and circu- 
lates throughout. Had the artist bestowed a little more 
address iu the colouring of his flesh, this composition 
might be regarded as perfect. 



THE MADONNA OF FOLIGNO- 


KAPHABL. 

i 

This picture was painted at the instance of a secre- 
tary of Pope Julian named Sigismund de ComiHbus, 
in order that he might fulfil his vow. Having escaped 
from imminent danger, he attributed his safety to the 
Virgin, and presented this picture to a church at Rome^ 
known by the name of Ara Cali. 

Raphael had frequent recourse to this species of mys- 
tical composition, so often produced by the Italian 
painters; and without subjecting himself to the laws of 
chronology, has introduced, in the same picture, several 
saints ; honoured, no doubt, by the giver, with peculiar 
veneration. 

In the centre of a Glory, the Virgin, seated on some 
clouds, bolds the infant Jesus in her arms, around wllich 
some little angels are perceptibly grouped. 

• In the lower part of the picture, the contributor, 
upon his knees, joins his hands, and directs his eyes to- 
wards the Virgin and the infant Jesus. Beside him, St. 
Jerom and St. Francis are united in prayer. St. John, 
partly clothed in the skin of a camel, appears to disclose 
to the spectator the Virgin and her son. In the midst of 
them, a little angel on foot, holds a tablet. The back 
ground represents a village, upon which fuUs^ip globe of 

75 



THE MADONNA OF FOLIGNO. 

fire. This is, most probably, a representation of the 
event that occasioned the vow of the giver of the picture. 

This chef d'cstivre is not inferior to any of the finest 
works of Raphael, who has carried grace and correctness 
to their full extent. In painting the figure of Sigismund, 
he has supplied, by sti admirable expression, the want of 
dignity and grandeur in his model. The aspect of St. 
John is severe— his hair dishevelled, and bis body seems 
wrinkled with his austerities. The head of St. Jcrom 
presents the most majestic features; and the extacy of 
piety is perfectly delineated in the countenance of St. 
Francis. 

Throughout this picture, Raphael has proved himself 
a great colourist. . Nevertheless, the carnations of the 
Virgin and the infant Jesus, are somewhat red ; but those 
of the saints are worthy of the first masters of the Flemish 
or Venetian schools. The accessaries, the landscapes, 
and the buildings, are renderedrwith fidelity and care. 

ft 

It i»not known why Raphael painted the choir of 
angels of a blue dnt, which pmtakes of that pf the 
donds } the effect of which is by no means happy. 

This picture is one of the objects of art recently 
transplanted from Italy. From the year 1563, it was ia 
the convent deUe Contesse, at Foligno, a small town ioc 
the Duchy of Spoletto, about eighty miles from Rome. 
It is about ekven feet high, and six wi4s.- 



THE BIRTH OF MARY DE MEDICIS. 


BUBENS. 


Lucina, the goddess who presides over child-birth, 
presents to the city of Florence, Mary de Medicis, who 
is just born. The head of the young princess is surr 
rounded by an emblem of her future grandeur. Her tute- 
lary genius holds a cornucopia, from which issue the crown 
and sceptre of France, and a hand of justice. Other 
divinities are floating in the air, and scatter flowers upon 
the Queen. Two children support an escutcheon, upon 
which is a fleur-de-Iys, adverting to the permission grant- 
ed by Louis XI. to the Medici, to annex it to their 
arms, as a symbol of alliance. In the heavens, the sign 
of Sagittarius indicates the mouth in which the princess 
was born. On the fore grdund is the river Arno ; which, 
with the lion, have been introduced by the painter, in 
order to characterize the city of Florence. 

It is observable in this picture, that Rubens has adopt- 
ed a course, at once, allegorical and poetical, which he 
has invariably followed in the composition of the Luxem- 
bourg gallery. 

The day begins to appear in the back ground. The 
personages are illuminated by the torch held by Lucina. 
This figure, instead of being erect, seems to fall forward, 
but the defect is amply compensated by the richness and 
variety pf the composition. 

^ 80 



THE BIRTH OF MARY DE MEDTCIS. 

The city of Florence, crowned with turrets and flowers, 
IS not without grace. Her rdbe is blue, and the linen 
which passes across her bosom, and behind her shoulder, 
of a greenish tone. The drapery, covering die lower 
part of the body, is purple; and the veil of Lucina, a 
livdy red. 

The genuis that bears the horn of plenty has a slender 
vestment, bordering upon white. That in the middle is 
clothed in gr^. The upper drapery of the third, violet ; 
the other, a dark green. The river, which is drawn in 
a dignified style, has a blue mantle. AH these tones per- 
fectly accord, and the reflection of the torch contributes 
to the harmonious correspondence of the whole. 



JOURNEY OP MARY DE MEDICIS TO 
PONT-DE-Cfi. 


aUBBNS. 


Undeb the regency of Mary de Medicis a multitude 
assembled at Pont-de-Ce, which threatened France 
with civil war. The queen marched to attack the city, 
with a body of troops, and immediately reduced it to 
obedience. 

To represent this occurrence, Rubens has combined 
allegory with history. Mary de Medicis is mounted on a 
while horse, w'ith a staff in her hand. Her head is covered 
with a helmet, decorated with a plume of feathers. 
Beside her La Force is seen, attended by a lion. Victoiy 
is lloating in the aif, and places a crown on the head of 
the queen, whose success is announced by Fame. An 
eagle darts upon some birds of prey, which she puts to 
flight — in allusion to the defeat of the insurgents. This 
event is delineated on the back ground of the picture, 
where the rebels are observed presenting the keys of the 
city to the generals of the royal army. 


There are few picturesque compositions of equal bril- 
liancy, in point of effect, with this picture. Every thin g 
tends to exhibit to advantage the figure of the queen. 
The air of this princess is dignified and cheerful. Her 
white satin robe is embroidered with golden fleurs de lis, 
and her mantle agitated by the wind. Her helmet 




JOURNEY OF MARY DE MEDICIS. 

is covered ivith diamonds, and its plumes white and 
green. The horse is very ably designed, and his ex- 
treme whiteness relieved by the lively tones of his furni- 
ture. La Force wears a red habit, * and ,1^. drapery of a 
yellow tint. The dress of Victory is green. Fame, whose 
attitude and features recal to the mind the “ ^ast Judg- 
ment” of Michael Angelo, has a robe of a purple hue. 
The banner attached tb her trumpet is white. The figures 
observable at a distance are drawn with spirit. The 
landscape and the plants, on the fore-ground of the pic- 
ture, present the most judicious tints, and are touched 
with much firmness of pencil 






INCREBfltJMTY OF ST. THOMAS. 

* iPiTE istibj^ct of tlie ' jyictt^o before liik will be foun4' ifi^ 
the twentieth ch1&|]^^r bf St.^J^ 

' Th^ti the 'same dky at evening/ 'being the first day of 
the' ttedk/" When the dbo^^^ wete shut where the disciples 
were assembled for fear of* die Jews, came Jesus, and 
stood in the midst, and saith unto them. Peace be 

unto you. "■* ' 

,» • - 1 . < • 
r ■ 

^ Biiit Thoma^, one of the twelve, called Bidymus, was 
nbt With thdn when Jesus came. 

** The other disciples therefore said unto him. We 
have seen the Lord. But he said unto them. Except I 
•hall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put iny 
finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into 
bis side, 1 will not believe. 

And after eight days, again bis disciples were within, * 
and Thomas with them. Then came Jesus, the doors 
being shut, and stood in the midst, and said. Peace be 
unto you. 

** Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, 
and behold my hands ; and reach hither thy hand, and 
thrust it into mj side : and be not faithless, but believing. 



THE INCREDULITY OF ST. THOMAS. 

And Thomas answered and said unto him^ My Lord, 
and my God. 

Jesus saithi unto hiih, Thonias^ because thou hast seen 
me, thou hast believed'; l&if that have not 

seen, and yet have believed.^ 

% 

This picture, the figures of which are of the natural 
size, formed a part of the CbUeetioii of paintings trans- 
ported from Flanders td'ftiKsV^ It afipMifB b 

painted by Rubens, fot Nicholas Roct^x^ hurgo-master 
of the city of Antwerp/ add tt'frlttid tfTtM afClst^ the por- 
traits of that mhglsti'ate ai^d^d^his part of 

the wings of the picthre. Thisse 'poratitd^el^ 
the side of the picture in the MtiSteuni.‘‘ *' . 



HERO AND LEANDER. 


TAILLASSON. 


Heuo was one of the priestesses of the temple con* 
secrated to Venus in Sestos, a city in Europe on the 
banks of the Hellespont. Lcandcr lived at Abydos, in 
Asia, on the opposite side of the Strait. At a fSte 
celebrated in honour of the goddess, Leander beheld 
Hero, who, in beauty, surpassed all her companions. 
From that moment he felt for her the most lively passion, 
which soon became mutual ; but the ties by which sbe 
was devoted to the worship of the gods would only per- 
mit a secret union. Hero lighted every night a torch, 
which she placed on the top of a tower. Guided by this 
beacon, Leander was accustomed to swim across the sea 
by night, to visit his mistress, whom he left before break 
of day. This voyage was frequently successful ; but, a 
violent tempest rising, Leander, for seven successive 
days, could not quit Abydos. The ardour of his passion 
not suffering him any longer to await the return of a 
calm, he committed himself to the agiuited waves ; when, 
his strength abandoning him, his body was found thrown 
by the billows on the shores of the Sestos. Hero wan- 
dering there, full of terror and inquietude, recognized her 
lover, whose death she determined not to survive, and 
immediately precipitated ^rself into the sea. 

The moment choseiTby the artist is that in which Hero 
.discovers her lover extended upon the beach. The figures 



HERO AND LEANDER. 

of this picture are about the natural size. It was ex- 
hibited some years since at the Louvre^ where it met with 
considerable applause, from the simplicity of the compo- 
sition and the propriety of its expressions. 



BERENICE REPRQACHma PTOLEMY. 




Many kings of Egypt hare borne.t&e name of Ptolctnj, 
<in(l several queens of tke same country that of.Ber6nice. 
The artist has adopted :tbe tradition which attributes to 
the wife of Ptolemy Evergetes the event represented in 
this picture. The observations which were made on it 
at the time of its exhibition, have not destroyed the 
probability of the conjectures upon which the opinion, of 
the artist was funded. 

Ptolemy was accustomed to amuse himself with dice 
while the sentences of those who were condemned to 
death for capital crimes were read to him, in order 
that he might definitively pronounce upon their fate. 
Berenice, his wife, snatched the book from the hands 
of the reader, saying, with indignation, “ It is not thus, 
in plaving, that you should decide upon the lives ot 
mortals. Their destiny and the chances of the game are 
not of equal interest.” Tliis severe reprimand was well 
received by Ptolemy, and induced him to abandon a 
^custom that exposed him to commit the greatest in- 
justice. 

This picture, which was exhibited in the year 10, met 
witli much eulogium, fi^m the effect of the composition, 
the truth of exprisslw, and the care with which the 
artist has executed the various parts of his work. It was 
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moreover remarkedi that M. Taillasson, who combined 
with the talents of a painter acquirements in literature of 
a distinguished kind, has always contrived to increase the 
interest of and the 

singular merit of exciting reflection in the mind of the 
spectator • ^ 



DELILAH DELIVERING SAMSON TO THE 
^ PHILISTINES. 


ALEXANDER VERONESE. 


Samson was born about the year 1 155, B. C. Being 
destined by the Almighty to avenge the death of the Is- 
raelites, he was endowed with prodigious strength. This 
he displayed, at the age of eighteen, against a lion, which 
he attacked without arms, and tore to pieces. A daugh- 
ter of Themmala, whom he married, being in intelligence 
with his enemies, he was compelled to forsake her. This 
female, marrying, afterwards, a young Philistine, in- 
volved her country in a war which furnished Samson 
with an opportunity of displaying his valour. He de- 
stroyed the crops of the enemy, and dispersed its ar- 
mies; but, in the '#nd, the Philistines constrained the 
tribe of Judah to deliver him up. Samson suffered him- 
self to be bound and conducted to their camp, where, 
breaking his bands, he seized upon the jaw-bone of an 
ass, and killed 1,000 warriors with that weapon. Some 
time after, they were desirous of surprizing him in Gaza, 
by shutting the city gates to prevent his escape ; when, 
placing them upon his shoulders, he carried them upon 
the summit of a mountain, near to Hebron. During 
twenty years this hero was one of the judges of the tribe 
of Judah. At length h^onceived a fatal passion for a 
Philistine courtezan^^lalled Delilah, who, being cor- 
rupted by presentsj^ffered to her by the princes of luer 
nation, .>vas desirous of knowing from him in what con- 
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sistcd his supernatural strength. After deceiving ii* r 
several times, he was induced to entrust her ’‘viT” 
secret, that if he lost his hair his power would ^ • * • y 

ed. She took advantage of this confessiov ■ »/, 

aSvhe slept upon her lap, she called in 1 ; • sol- 

diers who were in her interest, one of whom off the 
locks of Samson, who falling, in consequence, an easy 
prey into their hands* they put out his eye-sight and 
compelled him to work in a mill. On his strength re- 
turning with his hair, he obtained a most signal revenge 
of his enemies. Being taken, on a solemn festival, 
into the temple of Dagon, where the Philistine lords were 
assembled, he shook the pillars of the edifice, and pe- 
rished, with 3000 of his persecutors, by its fall 

Alexander Veronese has made choice of the moment 
in which Samson is asleep upon the lap of Delilah. The 
Philistine who shears his locks has an expression of the 
greatest truth; it is visible that he trembles wdiile touch- 
ing the surprizing man ; the soldiers betray the like fear. 
What is most ofieiisiye to good taste^in this composition, 
IS the introduction of the two cliildren, one of whom 
bears the sword of Samson ; the other, the celebrated 
bone. But the Venetian painters did not, at all times, 
respect propriety, of which this work presents another 
proof in the Italian costume given by Veronese to Deli- 
lah, and to the Philistines. 

■/ 

This picture, of whidi the figures are of the natural 
size, is deserving of little praise with respect to its exe- 
cution ; the drawing is somewhat outrij and the colouring 
heavy and uniiulitrul. A great \;^dom of pencil is all, 
in this production, that recalls to UiVinind the talcnt?> of 
Alexander V croucse. 



CHKISl^ t;/ifeRjgt>lPOr»mE tOMB. 

JoaEPH of AriAnAhiii bias i»iiB«(d 'tbe bibdy dl^ Jmus ' 
Christ to be ‘takeb 'frotai' 'the ci^, iipdH'wHicb‘ he had 
just ekpiredj4ad tb be'.eenVcjfed' ter the t(Eaii^ ^tined to ' 
receive it, • Soina ibhhhil dtsciplas an'd ihe 'holy womeo 
have followed the iaonrnfiil ceremony. The virgin, pre- 
vious to .her dfoanure from the mortal remains of her . 
son, is desirons uutthe body should rest uphliher knees; 
she lays hold of one hand, and directs her eyes towards 
Heaven, in which, the utmost grief is visible. One of th^ 
holy females supports in her arms the disconsolate niother^ 
who is on the point of flaring. Maiy Magdalen, clothed ' 
in rich apparel, kihirs the feet of our Saviour. At a die* ,/ 
tance, are observable the Motait Calvaary aiid tbeeity of , 
Jemkalem;. and, in t^^nt or the pictpi^ tbe crow|: «)f 
thorns, covered vrith blood. This is fell ef 

vigour and senriment: aU ti^pnMiahC 
intefesting-Hhat of t^ vii^ii sob&ifc ^e dgnre of 
Jmus Christ is, hov^at^ thin ;.i|ad back 

'ground, aopeairth-^/iglid^'^^i^ 

The Ught pencil^^^ %e 0^^g|f VmAVtliro^^^ 
nose, are visible in imti^gntqu 

Wps, not sufficiently lpJ«onred ; l^, ^e spooief'bf nag6-‘ ' 
gence that is remmable, ppefitea fh iti advantage in 





Fink ':;ie«aai»'%^' haviei'l^k' 




•.iB'ftt*! ’-i'^ feet 


ki^h, a^d fobr feet th^ ^ip^ea wi|e^ 


.' fw- >■■ 

'^- ■ i -^. 



THE DEATH OF CLEOPATRA. 


REONAULT. 


Cleopatra was the daughter of Ptolemy-Auletes, 
king of Egypt. This prince, when dying, left the crown 
to the elder born of the two sexes, with an order that they 
should marry each other, according to the custom of his 
family ; but Ptolemy-Dionysius, the brother of Cleopatra, 
desirous of reigning alone, did not hesitate to repudiate, 
and to banish his sister. Cleopatra was one of the most 
amiable, the most beautiful, and the best informed women 
of her time — she spoke all languages, and was never in 
need of an interpreter. When Caesar went to Egypt she 
presented herself before him for justice against her bro- 
ther, when, smitten by her numerous charms, he re-esta- 
blished her in her i^ossessions. He had by her a son, 
named Caesarion ; and promised to convey her to Rome, 
and to marry her. On his arrival in that city, he caused 
the statue of his mistress to be placed in the temple of 
Venus, beside that of the goddess. Ptolemy being 
drowned in the river Nile, Caesar confirmed the crown 
upon Cleopatra, and upon a brother of hers about eleven 
^ ;£?ars old, whom this ambitious queen poisoned before he 
had attained his fifteenth year. After the death of Caesar 
she declared in favour of the Triumvirate. Antony then 
beheld, and was incapable of resisting her seductive 
charms. The time which they passed together, whether 
at Tarsus or at Ale:jr..i(lria, was marked by festivals and 
entertainments of unparalleled magnificence. These plea^ 



THE DEATH OF CLEOPATRA, 
sures .were ihterrapted by the departure of Antony for 
Rome. Cleopatra consoled herself, during the absence of 
her lover, by her studies. She re-cstablishcd the Alexan- 
drian library, which had be to 'destroyed by fire a few 
years before, and enriched it with that of Pergninus, con- 
sisting of more than Volumes. Antony, upon 

his return to Alexandria, caused Cleopatra to be pro- 
claimed queen of Egypt ; but, having been defeated by 
Octavius at tli^’hk^^tle of.AetfUm, this princess deceived 
her lover^ and'td-seetiibe'liet chiwh; attempted to nssu me 
a conquest over ^hid coniqtierdri In this she was de- 
ceived; and, to aVbid"th€i dis|^^e‘ of ^being* carried to 
Rome in biumph, sh^ 'applied ah bosom, and 

died' at the age of thirty-dVine, iif (he*yei&ir*6D R. J. C. 

It is related that Clebphtrdi'aft^f dresiing herse^ in her 
royal vestments and plachig hdrs^f'npdn her death-bed, 
expired suddenly, withdtit atiy'convtiMibii, by ^hc virulence 
of' the pofshn of the asp. The authoir of the pictorc be- 
fore us, M. Regnault, has made ebbiee of this last mo- 
ment. Charmion and Iras, the feniales who were the 
most attached to Cleopatra, are unable to survive her 
loss. One has already died by excess of grief, the other 
is expiring. 



PYRRHUS AT THE COURT OF GLAUTIAS. 


M. VINCENT. 


Few princes have had so j^carious an existence as 
Pyrrhus, King of Epirus. The Molossians, having revolted 
against ^acides his father, were desirous of destroying 
the whole of the royal family — Pyrrhus was then in his 
cradle. Some f^iithful domestics, however, contrived to 
conceal him from his murderers, and fled with him to 
the Megarians ; but, upon the road, they very narrowly 
escaped being overtaken by their pursuers. At length,” 
says Plutarch, " having eluded their vigilance, they ar- 
rived at the palace of Glautias, King of Sclavonia, whom 
they found seated, with his wife, and placed the child 
before him. The King remained, for some lime, silent, 
revolving in his inin/l in what manner he should act, since 
he dreaded Cassandcr, who was the mortal enemy of the 
Eacideans. In the mean time, Pyrrhus, crawling on 
his hands and knees, took hold of the King’s robe, and 
raised himself by it before him. This, at first, ex- 
cited the prince’s attention ; afterwards, an emotion of 
pity ; — ^lie appearing in the light of a supplicant, throw'- 
ing himself freely upon his protection.” Some say it 
was not to Glautias that he addressed himself, but to 
the domestic gods, whom, raising himself beside them, 
lie embraced. Glautias conceiving this adventure to be 
by divine command, committed the child into the hands 
of his wife, and oMered that he should be brought up 
with his own children. 
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A little time after, his enemies sent to demand him of 
the King, Cassander having offered two hundred talents,^ 
for his surrender, but this Glautias refused ; and as soon 
as he had attained his twelfth year, he sent him with an 
army into Epirus, where he remained secure. 

Poussin, in one of his landscapes, admirably repre* 
sented the flight of Pyrrhus to the Megarians ; and two 
modern artists, of great c^ebrity — M. Vincent, professor 
of the Academy of Painting, at Paris; and Mr. West, 
President of the Royal Academy — ^liave each depictured 
the moment in which Pyrrhus implores the protection of 
Glautias. These two compositions possess very signal 
merit, and are remarkable for the beauty of their ex- 
pressions, the happy disposition of the drapery, for free- 
dom of execution, and strength of colouring. 

The picture of Pyrrhus, one of the first pieces of M. 
Vincent, the figures of which are of the natural size, 
M'as exhibited at the Louvre a little time before the re- 
volution, and was wrought in tapestry by command of 
Louis the Sixteenth, 









VENUS REQUESTING ARMOUR FOR .ENEAS. 


VANDYCK. 

Vtrgil is not .so abundant in subjects for painting as 
Homer. Tbc surprising genius of the Greek poet ap- 
pears to have given Iiiin a knowledge of all the arts. The 
.Eneid, nevertheless, oifem several picturesque scenes, 
which may be transported upon canvas. These have 
been treated by various artists, but rarely with success. 

The subject of the pictur^ before us will be found in 
the eighth book of that adnflrable poem, in which Venus 
desires the Armour of Vulcan for her son iEncas. 

Vandyck appeary not to have perfectly felt all the 
beauties discoverable in the Latin poet. The place of 
the scene is too limited, and g «es but a feeble idea of the 
forges of Vulcan. Vandyck also^lNkDse judgment in 
point of colouring was correct, ba^ileglected to produce 
all that grandeur of effect which might have been ex- 
pected from the fire of the furnaces, perceptible in the 
back ground. The cyclops and the cupids that accom- 
pany Venus miglit likewise have presented a more happy 
contrast. The goddess is without grace, and her expres- 
sion constrained. With* respect to Vulcan, he does not 
appear to experience any of those amorous transports de- 
scribed by the pclbt. These two figures, although incor- 
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rectly drawn, have, in the opinion of arlisto, stamped a 
value upon this production. 

This picture is about seven f($et bigh and four and a 
half x^ide. 





CAMILLU& 


8TATUB, BT BR10AN 7&B TQUNOSR. 


Marcus Furius CAMiLLUfjl^as one of the most ce- 
lebrated generals of the Rodlan republici named Dic- 
tator. He captured the city of Veis, which the Romans 
had fruitlessly besieged for ten years. At the siege of Fa- 
lisci, which he afterwards undertook, he distinguished him- 
self, by a trait of generosity, highly celebrated in history, 
A school-master came to deliver into his hands, some chiU 
dren of Faliscian parents, committed to his care. Ca- 
niillus, filled with indignation, caused him to be stripped, 
and led back to the city, by his scholars, who scourged 
him as he went. The inhabitants, pleased with the mag- 
nanimity of Camillas, opened their gates to him. His 
exile, the result of a calumnious denunciation, was the 
sole recompcncc he received from the Roman people, in 
reward for his services as a general. On departing from 
the city, he implored the gods, it is said, to compel his 
ungrateful countrymen to regret his loss, Veiy soon the 
occasion presented itself. The Romans, vanquished by 
the Gauls, in various engagements, had no hopes but 
ill the bravery of Camillus. They immediately recalled 
him, and Appointed him again dictator. The first use he 
made of bis authority was, to annul the treaty entered 
into by the tribune Sulpicius with Brennus, the Gallic 
commander, to whom he made considerable presents tQ 
induce him to remove his army from Rome. In the 
battle which was soon after fought, Camillus obtained a 
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complete victory. The people, seeing the city entirely 
destroyed, formed the project of establishing themselves 
at Veis, but Camillus persuaded them not to abandon 
Rome, to which the orade had promised the sovereignty 
of the world. Invested a third time with the dictatorial 
power, he triumphed over the Equi, the Volsci, the 
Etruscans, the Latins, aiid the Hemici. The Romans 
gave him the name of«1j^e new Romulus, or, the second 
founder of Rome. At iOie age of eighty-four, he ex- 
pelled, from the territory 8f the republic, a fresh army 
of Gauls. At length, having appeased a sedition that 
threatened the ruin of Rome, Camillus died of the plague, 
in the year 365 before J. C. 

The stbtue of M. Bridan represents Camillus at the 
moment he declares *to Brennus that he will only treat 
with him sword in hand. The figure is dignified, and 
executed with considerable care. Its height is about 
five feet nine inches. 





IfAU^LBOM .f» 
DB 





' TaB tSsrdvnid'iiiepKiiQil^^ 
ids dM^'lied. He plaecs Okie fawiii'itpiM h» heiji|i^ 
diieets Uie other itoweidt on^of’i^pioiu wwkrhe 
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MAtJSOLl^Ulf OF DE lUCHEUEU. 
clied> with much assiduity, the finest antique statues.— 
iUponhis return to France, he was. employed with the 
first artists of his time, to embellish the royal mansions. 
Le Brun dying in I69O, Girardon was nominated by the 
king, inspector general of the works of sculpture. In 
1698, he lost bia^'^fe, to whose memory he erected a 
monument in the cimrch SU Limdry, which was executed 
after his design, by hiMisciples Lorrain and Nourisson. 
’ He died at Paris, in the age of eighty-eight. 

a 

Girardon was one of the most laborious of the French 
sculptors. His works, whfch are in general highly finish- 
‘ fTd, aate distinguished ibr accuracy of design and good 
taste. Besides theTonih of the Cardinal de Richelieu^ 
Paris still possesses the fine equestrian statue of Louis the 
Pourteentb, in the place VmMme. It is about twenty 
Jeet high, and was wrought in bronze, at a single castn 
by J. Balthazar Kneller, a very ingenious artist. At 
Versailles, there are the " Baihaf Apdhi^ composed of 
ten figures ; and a great number of other esteemed pro^ 
ductions. Girardon furnished the medels of the greater 
part of die sti^tues that decorate the Hdtel des Inva;- 
lides." 






JKAN I)E LA FONTAINE. 


STATUE IN MARBLE. JUI-inN. 

y 

Jean de la FoiNTAiNE w/s born at Cliateaii-TliuM-ry, 
in th^.yciu* He arrivefl at the age of iwtMity-Lwo 

without being conscious of his talents. About that |jerio(h 
the perusal of an oile, by Malherbe, made him feel that 
he was likewise a poel. Mild, simple in his pleasures, 
diffident in society, he appeared lil tic calculated for the 
inarrii'd state : yet one of his friends indiu'cd him t(» 
marry a young person, no less distinguished for caprice 
than her figure. The Pinion was by no means an happy 
one. Dc'sirc of independence, and the attractions which 
a residence in the capital appeared to possess, made bini 
separate himself from his wife. He rarely visited his 
native country, except occasionally to sell some portion 
of his patrimony. The most distinguished characters of 
the court and the city were desirous of his acquaintance. 
His days, therefore, passed in the circle of the muses and 
of friendship, without jealousy, aud pcrha|)s without his 
being sensible of his great superiority over the major 
part of his cotemporaries. His works arc too gencraily 
/nown to require any comment. His fables, which ha\e 
conferred ijqjilliOP^ality upon his name, have placed him 
far above species of poetry before 

his time, and wifif rende*’ it a fruitless attempt in any future 
fabulist to attain his excellence. He died at l\iris, in 
at the age of seventy-four, leaving behind him ilur 
reputation of one of|hc most exalted gcniiisses (»f I'rancc'. 



JEAN DE LA FONTAINE, 

It being the intention of the old government to erect 
statues to the memory of illustrious men^ M. Julien, then 
professor of the jS^wd^myof Painting and Sculpture, and 
at present member cn the National Institute, was made 
choice of to execute that of La Fontaine. This artist has 
represented him sea^d;,: and^composing-Qoa ofrjhb^ 

To the merit of a perfect .xesiunbknce, frp|j(t th^^portnptft 

that e^fist of this celebtf^^ ppet, . this iigcr^^ 

the advantage of delineaullg, witli great 

racter of La .Fontaine. B^ide him is na voihiim cf 

w^B. • On the plinth a^ral basso relievos foo^pbaen^ 

yahfoj jthe s^jects of which aijf tikea frpi&hu ^ 



COLUMN 

0 

TO THE MBMfIRY OF 

VICE-ADMIRAL LORD VISCOUNT NELSON. 


MITCHELL. 


The fame of so splendid a victory, as the Rattle of 
Trafalgar, was rapidly conveyed to the most distant parts 
of the world. 

When intelligence arrived at Montreal, in Canada, 
of a victory so glorious and honourable to the British 
arms, and particularly so to the hero, Lord Nelson, 
the Condmander in Chief ; the inhabitants of that city 
delivered themselves up to every demonstration of 
joy. Not satisfied, however, with a transient accla- 
mation, they determined upon a measure of a more 
durable nature, and, at a meeting of the inhabitants, 
convened on the occasion, it was agreed to enter into 
a subscription to defray the expence of erecting a 
monument*to perpetuate the memory of Lord Nelson, 
whose many gallant exploits had so essentially served 
his country. A liberal subscription having taken place, 
a committee was appointed to carry the measure 
into execution. The committee, the more effectually 



COLUMN TO LORD NELSON^S MEJVIORY. 

to perforin this,, communicated they* intentions to three 
gentlemen in London, Sir ‘Alexander Mackenzie*, Tho- 
mas Forsyth, and John Gillespie, Esquires, uho, having 
obtained drawings of an appropriate column, from Ro- 
bert Mitchell, Esq. architect, which met with their en- 
tire approbation, transmitted them to Canada. The 
gentlemen, forming the committee at Montreal, fully 
approving the design %f the column, gave instructions 
to their friends in London for its immediate execu- 

c 

tion. 

The monument is to consist of a Doric column, which, 
with its pedestal, is sixty feet in height, surmounted by a 
fine colossal statue, eight feet high, of Lord Nelson, 
represented in his uniform, and decorated with all the 
insignia of the honours wl^ich bad been conferred upon 
him by his sovereign, as well as by the King of Naples, 
and the Grand Seignior. The column assumes the cha- 
racter of a naval pillar, through the happy device of the 
torus, representing the form and size of the largest cable 
of a first-rate ship of war. The fquj^ sides of the pedes- 
tal are eiiriched with has reliefs ; three of them display- 
ing the most brilliant actions in which his Lordship had 
been engaged. 

The side of the pedestal (No. 1), is decorated with 
naval trophies, viz. two Cannons supporting ADch^rs> 
and suspended from these, a maritime Compass, a Quad* 
rant, and Telescopes. Under these, in a Wreath of 
Laurel, containing the following inscription : — 


* The celebrated American traveller. 



COLUMN TO XORD NELSON’S MEMORY. 

IN MEMORY OP 
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
VICE-ADMIRAL LORD VISCOUNT NELSON, 

DUKE OF BttONTfe, 

WHO TERMINATED HIS CAREER OF NAVAL GLORY, 

IN THE MEMORABLE BATTLE OF TRAFALGAR, 

ON THE 21®'’- OF OCTOBER, l80:>. 

AFTER INCULCATING BY SIGNAL 
THIS SENTImInT, 

(never TO BE FORGOTTEN BY HIS COUNTRY,) 

ENGLAND EXPECTS EP'ERY MAN IVILL DO llIS DUTY. 

THIS MONUMENTAL COLUMN 
WAS ERECTED BY THE INHABITANTS OF 
MONTREAL, 

IN THE YEAR ISOS. 

The side of the pedestal (No. /2), has a medallion of 
six feet diameter ; containing a bass relief, representing 
the Battle of the Nile; the Vanguard, Admiral Nelson’s 
ship, of 74 guns, engaged with a French ship. In the 
distance, the French admiral’s ship, L’Orient, on fire, 
and blowing up. jOver the pedestal is the figure of a 
Crocodile, seven feet in length, emblematical of the 
Nile. Under the medallion, a tablet, with the following 
inscription : — 

ON THE 1®’’- AND 2**'*' DAYS OF AUG. 179^, 
REAR-ADMIRAL SIR HORATIO NELSON, K. U. 

WITH A BRITISH FLEET OF 12 SAIL OF THE LINE, 

• AND A SHIP OF 50 GUNS, 

* DEFEATED, IN ABOUKIK BAY, 

A FRENCH FLEET OF 13 SAIL OP THE LINE, 

AND 4 FRIGATES, UNDER ADMIRAL BRUEYS ; 

TAKING AND DESTROYING THE WHOLE, EXCEPTING 

% 

2 SAIL OF THE LINE, AND 2 FRIGATES, 

WITHOUT THE LOSS OF A BRITISH SHIP. 
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The side (No. 3), has a medallion of the former di- 
mcnsionsi in which is an alto relief, representing the 
landing of Lord Nelson from his barge at Copenhagen, 
and holding a conference with the Crown Prince, 
accompanied with their attendants, when an immediate 
truce was agreed upon in order to give time for the ne- 
gociation of a peace. Under the medallion, a tablet, 
with the following inscription ; — 

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE VICE-ADMIRAL LORD 

VISCOUNT NELSON, DUKE OF BRONTfe, 

AFTER HAVING ON THE 22 *®' QF APRIL, 1801 , 

WITH 10 SAIL OF THE LINE, AND 2 SHIPS 
OF 50 GUNS, SUNK, TAKEN, OR DESTROYED, 

THE DANISH LINE MOORED FOR THE DEFENCE 

OF COPENHAGEN, consisting of 6 sail of 

THE line, and 11 SHIP BATTERIES, AND SUP- 
PORTED BY THE CROWN AND OTHER BATTERIES. 

HE DISPLAYED GREAT PRUDENCE AND FORTI- 
TUDE IN THE SUBSEQUENT ARRANGEMENTS WITH 
THE DANISH GOVERNMENT, WHEREBY THE EF- 
FUSION OF HUMAN BLOOD WAS SPARED; AND 
THE CLAIMS OF HIS COUNTRY REESTABLISHED. 

On the side (No. 4), a medallion of the preceding di- 
mensions, in which is a representation of the most dis- 
tinguished part of the Battle of Trafalgar: — ^The Victory, 
Lord Nelson’s flag-ship, raking the SantissimaTrini^AeSi^ 
the Spanish rear-admirars flag-ship, of 140 guns; and, 
at the same time, engaging the Rcdoutablp, a French 
74, from the mizen-top of which Lord Nelson was mor- 
tally wounded. The Temeraire/ of 98 guns, ranged 
along-sidc of the Redoutable, is also engaging Le Fou- 
giicux, of 74 guns. Under the medallion, a tablet, with 
the following inscri|>tion : — 
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ON THE OF OCTOBER, 1805, THE BRITISH 

FLEET, OP 27 SAIL OF THE LINE, COMMANDED 
BY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE ADMIRAL LORD 

* vicsouNT NELSON, duke of BRONTE, at- 

tacked, OFF TRAFALGAR, the combined 

FLEETS OF FRANCE AND SPAIN, OF 33 SAIL OP 
THE LINE, COMMANDED BY THE ADMIRALS VIL- 
LENEUVE AND GRAVINA, WHEN THE LATTER 
W^ERE DEFEATED WITH THE LOSS OF 19 SAIL 
OF THE LINE, CAPTUREBr AND DESTROYED. IN 
THIS MEMORABLE ACTION HIS COUNTRY HAS 
TO LAMENT THE LOSS OF HER, GREATEST NAVAL 
HERO, BUT NOT OF A SINGLE SHIPl 

The above ornaments have been cxeruted in artificial 
stone, at Coade and Scaly’s manufactory, south side of 
Westminster Bridge, and were modelled in a correct 
manner, and elegant taste, under the immediate direc- 
tion of Mr, Mitchell. The artificial stone has been at 
this manufactory, in the course of forty years experience, 
brought to the greatest perfection, and is of such a tex- 
ture as not to yield to any of the elements. 

• 

A circumstance took place while the work was carry 
ing on, which deserves notice. A sailor having found 
bis way to the manufactory, who had been in the flag- 
ships in the several actions in vrhicb Lord Nelson was 
rvil^Sfed, struck with the figure of his Lordship, he em- 
braced i4 with the greatest enthusiasm, sending forth 
ejaculations expressive of the highest praise of his Lord- 
ship; then turning round to Mr. Sealy, exclaimed — 
** This is really a grand figure of the gallant Admiral. 1 
hope it is made of good stuff, and that it will be as last- 
ing as the world.” 1 have nothing to fear upon that 
score,” replied the, proprietor of thejnanufi^ctory, ^<for 



COLUMN TO LORD NELSON'S MEMORY. 

his Lordship has been in a hot fire for a week without 
intermission.” “ Ah, master,” observed the tar, ** I fini^ 
you know something of the character of Lord Nelson, 
for there was never a British officer who could stand fire 
better than his Lordship.” 

The monumental column is executing in Canada, with 
the stone of the country, for which purpose drawings 
and directions have been ^transmitted. The ornaments 
in the artificial istonc arc to be sent to Montreal, to com- 
plete the design, and are now open for the inspection 
of the public, at the manufactory, near Westminster 
Bridge. 





CONDORCET. 


StATUE.- -PETITOT. 


CoNDORCET, member the three Academies of 
France, was in the enjoyment of considerable reputation, 
both as an author and a scholar, at the commencement of 
the Revolution. Nominated successively, deputy to the 
Legislative Assembly and to the Convention, he was pro- 
scribed during the reign of Robespierre and his party, 
and remained for some time concealed in the house of a 
friend. When the penalty of death was promulgated 
against those who granted an asylum to persons in his 
situation, Condorcet was compelled to quit the place of 
his retreat, and wandered for two days .about the neigh- 
bourhood of Paris^ not knowings where to reside. Over- 
come by hunger, he went into an inn, whore he was 
immediately recognised ; and, not being able to produce 
a passport, was conducted to Bourg-la-Reinc, where he 
was thrown into a dungeon. The day following some 
persons were dispatched to interrogate him, when he was 
^^ci^swercd dead. It is surmised that, being certain of the 
fate that awaited him, he formed the resolution of tcr- 
minatin^is days by poison, which he had for some time 
carried about him. 

• • 

This personage has been represented by the artist in his 
costume as repi^sentative of the people. He holds in his 



CONDORCET. 


Iiand Ills last work, ** Sur la perfectibililt de f esprit hu- 
main” upon which he had been employed a little time 
before bis death. Reside him are seen the column of pro- 
.scriptioii and some mathematical instruments. 

The attitude of this figure is good, and its character 
highly marked. It is about five feet nine inches high. 



DISCOBOLUS IN THE ACTION OF 
THROWING HIS, DISCUS. 


ANTIQUE STATUE. 


The wrestler incliaes forward, all his body rests upooi 
his right leg, aad his right arm is extended behind him,- 
He holds in his hand the discus that he is in the attitude of 
throwing. It was necessary to give motion to the figure, 
and to avoid contortion. This double motive is attained 
in the statue before us, which is copied from one of the 
most celebrated works o^ antiquity^ 

V 

Myron, who lived ^under Pericles, hod executed in 
bronze a Discobolus, of which there exist several copies, 
and of which the action is »milar to this statue. The 
testimony of authors, combined with these statues, have 
assisted materially in the restoration of the Discobolus. 
'F^;r:atKtues have descended to us in a more mutilated 
state. There remained only the trunk and the thighs. 

This admirable specimen of the antique belonged to the 
Museum at the Vatican, Vhere it was pldbed by the desire 
of Pope Pius VI. It was discovered, a few years since. 



THE H|iil!lOEOLUS, &c. 

among the ruins of the Ftf/a jidriafut, adjoining Tivoli. 
Tlie modern artist, who restored it, has engraved tlie 
name of Myron, in Greek characters, upon the antiquV 
trunk, by whicl^ the statue is supported. 








